
P A G E 	   	  1	   F E B R U A R Y 	   2 0 1 5

St.	  John	  Chrysostom	  Episcopal	  Church	  	  ~	  	  30382	  Via	  Con	  Dios,	  Rancho	  Santa	  Margarita,	  CA	  92688	  	  ~	  	  [949]	  888-‐4595	  	  ~	  	  www.stjohnsrsm.org	  

The Newsletter 
of St. John 
Chrysostom 

Episcopal Church

St. John’s School
Outreach to Church

Page 2

Parish Council
Leading Together

Page 3

Community Outreach
Looking Back, Looking Forward

Page 4

Snapshots And MUCH More
Inside

Their Lady, And Ours
by Fr. John

As our flight from Mexico City to LAX was about to take off, 
two women sitting next to me crossed themselves. Visiting 
Cuernavaca’s Roman Catholic cathedral a few days before, I had 
seen a mother and two children filling containers from the 
baptismal font and putting them in a shopping bag. I don’t know 
if they planned to sell it or put it to some sacramental use. Either 
way, tap water wouldn’t do. They wanted the holy article and plenty of it.

During our two-week pilgrimage, we Diocese of Los Angeles laypeople and 
clergy, led by Bishop Mary Douglas Glasspool, observed 
many more overt expressions of piety than we’re used 
to seeing in the U.S. Nearly 100 million Mexicans, 83% 
of the population, are Roman Catholic. Curious about 
how many were practicing as opposed to nominal 
Catholics, we asked one of our Spanish language 
teachers to tell us who actually goes to church on Ash 
Wednesday. “Todos,” she said with a smile. “And even 
more go on Pascua (Easter Sunday).”

Some of us attended a Saturday morning mass with 
at least 3,000 souls in Mexico City’s Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, the world’s third most visited 
sacred site. I found myself in a clutch of communicants 
near the altar. I passed la paz del Señor with a dozen 
men, women, and children. After the consecration, as a 
parade of priests and deacons plunged into the crowd, I 
hesitated, unsure of the protocol. I felt hands against 
my back, turning me and gently pushing me toward a 
priest standing nearby.

As far as I could see, everyone was served. Later, I lit candles for my ailing 
mother and for Kathy, who cared for her while I was away. I have never been 
more moved in church. Surely God’s spirit was there, if anywhere. 

And yet 20 minutes before, our guide for the morning, Francisco Guerrero, 
one of the founders of the newspaper La Jornada and a nephew of Nobel Prize-
winning novelist Octavio Paz, had said that just being there made him feel 
depressed. Francisco is an expert on the indigenous people of Mesoamerica -- 
Aztecs, Mayans, and myriad others who thrived before Spain’s conquest in 1521. After 
briefing us as we stood on the plaza outside the basilica, he sent us to explore by 
ourselves. He refused to set foot inside. He said he could never forgive the church for 
exploiting the Mexican people, from the 16th century until now, when, he told us, the 
basilica alone takes in $1 million each day.

LENT 2015

Mark Your Calendars!
Moms Club
February 25, 8 a.m., Bishop’s 
Room
Caregiving Mosaics
February 25, 7 p.m., Bishop’s 
Room
Moms Club
March 11, 8 a.m., Library
Men’s Breakfast
March 14, 8 a.m., Multipurpose 
Room
Caregiving Mosaics
March 18, 7 p.m., Bishop’s Room
Lenten Quiet Day
March 21, 2 – 5 p.m. St. John’s 
Campus
Palm Sunday
March 29, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Stations of the Cross
April 1, 6 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service and 
Prayer Vigil
April 2, 7 p.m.
Good Friday Service
April 3, 7 p.m.
Great Vigil of Easter
April 4, 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday
April 5, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Women’s Retreat
April 11, St. John’s Campus

 continued on page 2
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Our Lady at Home 
Photo: John Taylor
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At the heart of such passions and debates about the church’s role in Mexican society is the story of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. Official doctrine holds that a maiden appeared to peasant Juan Diego in 1531, a decade after the Spanish 
conquest. Speaking in the Aztec tongue of Nahuatl, she sent him to pick flowers on a hilltop where a temple to the 
goddess Tonantzin had stood until the Spanish destroyed it. There he found not indigenous Mexican flowers but 
Castilian roses. He arranged these in his coat, or tilma. Appearing before the Catholic archbishop, Juan found that the 
image of a woman with brown skin had been burned into his tilma’s fabric – a Virgin Mary custom-made for the new 
world. Our Lady’s basilica stands near the hilltop where Juan is said to have found the Spanish roses. His tilma is 
displayed in a climate-controlled enclosure high above the altar where the mass we attended was celebrated.

Did it really happen? Or did the Spaniards concoct the story to legitimize its conquest and sweep away the vestiges 
of indigenous religion? We heard these points of view and others from scholars such as Francisco as well as clergy in 
the Anglican Diocese of Cuernavaca, our host. Whatever the story’s origins, when Mexicans threw off Spanish rule in 
the 19th century, Our Lady inspired them. Today she is a symbol of national identity for the faithful and nonbelievers 
alike in a country whose public institutions are often obdurately corrupt. Francisco’s uncle, Octavio Paz, famously said, 
“[T]he Mexican people, after more than two centuries of experiments, have faith only in the Virgin of Guadalupe and 
the National Lottery.”

Yet many Mexican Protestants believe they should offer worshipers an alternative to myths and magical thinking, 
especially when they have been used exploitatively. Some Anglican priests won’t display Our Lady in their churches 
even when their congregants want them to. A few we met during our visit were surprised to learn that some U.S. 
Episcopal churches with Anglo-Catholic leanings and Spanish-speaking congregations make a point to honor her. In 
the U.S., such gestures are the essence of our inclusive Anglican identity. Our Mexican colleagues tend to stress the 
exclusivity of Anglican identity. Such differences in perspective are in themselves emblematic of the richness of the 
tradition that those north and south of the border love in equal measure.

Their Lady, And Ours, continued from page 1
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St. John’s Church members are used to hearing that our 450-
student Episcopal school is our largest ministry to the surrounding 
community, reaching and serving families who aren’t church 
members and who participate in a wide variety of faith traditions.

For the first time, our school is launching a focused effort to 
reach church families whose children could benefit from a St. 
John’s education. 

“The School’s message is clear,” Fr. John said. “If a child or 
grandchild in our church wants to go to St. John’s, we want to do 
everything we can to make it possible.”

On Sunday, February 22, head of school Michael Pratt, director 
of admissions Beth Anderson, and their colleagues will be at 
church to offer guided tours of the campus, provide details about 
our school programs, and answer questions about the benefits 
being offered to church members.

“I look forward to sharing with our Church families the many 
exciting programs that the School now offers,” Dr. Pratt said.  
“St. John's students are engaged in their learning as never before.”

St. John’s has programs in infant care and Early Childhood Education through elementary and middle school. Its 
new STEAM program – for science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics – has transformed the campus into 
a beehive of innovative, collaborative learning. Robotics, Mandarin language, and instrumental music are just a few of 
the new offerings.

“Besides getting a great shot at the private high school of their choice, our graduates leave St. John’s with thorough 
grounding in ethics, service, and, yes, Episcopal worship,” Fr. John said. “This is a great opportunity for our church 
families to take a closer look at what, for many of us, is our campus’s best-kept secret.”

St. John’s School Reaching Out to Church Families
by Fr. John

Head of School Pratt gardening with St. John’s students  
Photo: Ke"ie Pendergest
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It is said that “success has a thousand fathers”, and that is certainly true of the St. John’s Parish Council, which has 
been a very successful addition to the leadership picture since 2010.  Like the Bishop’s Committee, the Parish Council 
is made up of mostly lay members of the congregation, but the focus of the two groups is quite different.  The Parish 
Council is designed to bring together leaders of the various lay ministries within the church to support each other, plan 
for scheduling and facility use, and to take the spiritual temperature of the parish.  The Parish Council does not set 
budget, do long range planning, or deal with larger 
administrative issues as the BC does.

We meet six times a year, which allows us to plan major 
seasonal activities and to check in with one another.  A typical 
meeting begins with ministry reports, where each ministry 
leader reports on the activities since the last meeting, and 
what plans are upcoming for that ministry.  As we go around 
the table, others offer support, ideas for overcoming setbacks, 
or innovative suggestions for ministry collaboration.  
Establishing a place to receive encouragement from fellow 
ministers is one of the best achievements to come out of the 
Parish Council.  On the other end of the scale, one of the 
more mundane, but highly important tasks, is to compare 
calendars to eliminate scheduling and/or facility conflicts.  We also 
enjoy the time together, especially the goodies delivered by the Parish Council angels.

Through a synergy of a thousand “parents” the idea of the Parish Council bubbled to the surface in early 2010.  
Several years before, Fr. John had learned about the Parish Council concept from a colleague who was serving as rector 
at St. Thomas's in Hacienda Heights, the Rev. Deborah Dunn.  He says he had been looking for “a way to give lay 
leaders a greater voice in the fellowship and service life of the church while enabling the Bishop's Committee (as a 
vestry in formation) to devote its energies to fiduciary matters.”  The first St. John’s Parish Council meeting took place 
in March, 2010, with Kathe Hayden as the inaugural chair.  Kathe, who was leading the women’s ministry at the time, 
was experiencing difficulties in event scheduling, and wanted a way to know what other groups within the church were 
planning. Kathe says the founding mission of the council was “to be a circle of community at St. John's Church, 
supporting and inspiring our ministries and parish life.”  She recalls the first meeting in this way: “Our first business of 
order was to get each person to explain how their group serves the people of St. Johns. It was very educational for 
everyone.”

Kathe got the Parish Council off to a great start. Loreen Guilford became the chair in late 2011.  From the 
beginning, two of the major events the council plans together have been the annual picnic in September (now known 
as the Welcome Home and Thank You Picnic), and the Ministry Faire and Chili Potluck held after the annual meeting 
in January.  The Ministry Faire, in particular, provides a place for all the ministry leaders of the Parish Council to share 
their ministries with new and old members of the church and sign up new volunteers.  Participants in the Ministry 
Faire are impressed with the breadth and depth of all the ministries on display at the Faire.

Loreen shared her thoughts on the Parish Council:  “Shepherding the ministry leaders of Parish Council is truly a 
privilege. These members and their ministries carry out the work of our Lord, serving both our St. John's family and 
our greater community. Sharing with each other helps us learn the complications of a busy church, the goals each 
ministry is trying to achieve, and how to do God's work with a servant's heart. I am grateful to the ongoing support 
and commitment of Parish Council members.”

Parish Council Leads the Way
by Linda Allport
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Parishioners learn about St. John’s ministries at the 
Ministry Faire  Photo: Linda A"port

LE N T E N  QU I E T  DAY

Join us Saturday afternoon March 21, anytime from 2 
til 5 as we set aside a few hours to answer the 
challenge of Lent.  We will have optional yoga at 2. 

Saturday, March 21  2 - 5 p.m.  
St. John's Campus

At 3, we will have an optional short liturgy,  
Scripture meditation, and discussion.  Any 
time during the three hours can be used 
for individual prayer and reflection: 
either in the Sanctuary with a guided 
prayer or walking the Labyrinth.  
Questions? Contact Linda Allport at 
[949] 858-5354 / lsallport@cox.net.
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The VAYA sat down recently with Paula Neal Reza, the outgoing outreach chair and Bishop’s Commitee liaison, and Gene Giordano, 
who is the new chair and liaison for 2015.  It was a chance to review the past year and discuss plans for the new one.

Paula, how long were you the outreach chair, and how has it been turned over to Gene?  
Paula: I became chair and BC liaison in 2013.  The head of Community Outreach doesn’t have to be on the BC but 
there does have to be a liaison with the BC due to the administration of a budget, so sometimes it can be the same 
person.  Gene is now on the BC and I asked him to take it over.  I love outreach, and I will continue to help, but 
being the point person, it’s probably time for a change, and allows me to be involved in other volunteer opportunities.
Gene, have you ever been in a lead position in outreach before, in a previous church?
Gene: No I have not.  It’s interesting when Paula first approached me, I felt like it was almost a call.  I’ve spent so 
much time on stewardship or membership retention, other times I’ve been on a Vestry.  I felt it was time to do 
something different, and having taken on the blood drive last year, maybe there was a message there.  
What do you think were your most successful projects in 2014?
Paula: When I came on, we had just done the survey of the congregation asking what would they like to see in our 
outreach program.  The BC reviewed the results of that, and some of the major takeaways were:  folks wanted more of 
a mix of local opportunities as well as international, and more opportunities where whole families could be involved.  
So in 2014 we really solidified, I think, a good balance between local opportunities and international opportunities.   
I’m proud of the generous spirit of our congregation and the willingness to give back locally and globally, and that 
we’ve managed to shift the balance between local and global.  
Can you give an example?
Paula: The biggest success for 2014 was strengthening our involvement with the RSM Food Pantry, in partnership 
with The Bridge Church, the Bell Tower foundation, and other partners.  That ministry and our involvement started 
back in 2013.  We’ve been involved pretty much since the ground floor, and Roger Bradshaw has done a wonderful job 
as our point person.  In 2014, we’ve had about 8-10 volunteers there every month, and we dedicated our Thanksgiving 

drive to helping families locally through the pantry.  
When we talk about Relay for Life, our church is a huge part of it.  
Is our role with the Food Pantry critical now?   
Gene:  We have the third week of the month, and if we did not 
show up, there would only be four people there to distribute food, 
and it would be difficult.  There’s 120-180 people that show up in 
need of food and our volunteers are needed.  The food that we 
collect on Sunday mornings all goes to the Food Pantry. For 
Thanksgiving, we had 58 baskets for the Pantry and a significant 
amount of gift cards.   
Were there any new outreach projects in 2014?
Paula:  In the Fall of 2013, we did the first Habitat project for 
Veterans.  Our volunteers that helped loved it, and we were able to 
do another in July of 2014, and we just helped a Deanery IX 
project in January.

How about the 2014 goal of involving more families?
Paula:  Pretty much all of our current opportunities are open to all ages.  During the summer a lot of the kids go to 
the Food Pantry and help.  Serving breakfast at Isaiah House at Catholic Worker is a fairly new outreach project, and 
it is run by Josh Bradshaw, who is in high school.  He gets all ages to come, including youth group members.  We do a 
beach cleanup day twice a year now, in combination with the Saturday Eucharist, and all ages come to that. 
Do you see outreach as something we do simply to help people in the broader community or as something we do 
because it helps St. John’s members develop their faith?

Community Outreach:  2014 review, 2015 plans
by Linda Allport

St. John’s Crew at the January Food Pantry, Gene Giordano 
on far right.  Photo: Linda A"port

 continued on page 5
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Paula: If I have to pick one, it’s to help people in the community, but I do think a related benefit is to help us develop 
our relationship with God.
Gene:  I think that’s a perfect answer and the example I would give for that is what we do at the Food Pantry.  You’re 
helping these people and you clearly see that, but it also develops you; it gives you a different perspective and helps 
you grow in your own faith.
Gene, where do you see outreach headed in 2015?  
Gene: I think the solidification of this change to bring in more local projects will be important.  An example of that 
is the Red Cross blood drive, which we did one a year ago, and then the one in July, which went very well.  We just 
finished one in February, and we’re going to do another this summer; we don’t expect the same participation level at 
each, but when you put the two together, hopefully it will be more. It’s going to give people the flexibility to say, I 
can’t give now, but I can in the summer, so you’re reinforcing that concept of donating, and reinforcing what you’re 
doing in the community.  
What else is there that we could be doing?  I think that’s a larger conversation to have with the committee, what else 
could we be achieving that we haven’t done yet, without taking away from what we’re doing right now.
Gene, what would you like to say to the congregation in general to invite them to participate in outreach?
Gene:  I would look at it from my own experience at the Food Pantry.  Roger had asked, “could you come over in 
November, because it’s going to be busy with Thanksgiving baskets, we really could use some extra hands.” That was 
my first time.  I went over, and the baskets had already been done, but I stayed.  And I said to myself, “I’m only going 
to stay til 2 p.m., because I’ve got to get back to work.”  Well, 2 p.m. turned into 4:30 p.m., but what I received out of 
it was so much more than just helping distribute some food to some people.  It’s very easy to forget how hard it is for 
some folks, and when you have an opportunity to do outreach like that, the benefit that comes back to you is very 
significant.  So I went back in December and January, and I feel like it’s on my agenda now.

Community Outreach, continued from page 4

Four different films (Amadeus, 12 Years a Slave, The Mission, 2001: A 
Space Odyssey), have been chosen as the centerpiece for a discussion 
about finding God at the movies. The discussions will take place during the 
9 a.m. Christian Formation hour each of the four Sundays in March. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the Sunday discussion. If you have not 
seen the film to be discussed or wish to refresh your memory of it, each 
film will be shown at St. John’s, beginning at 6 p.m., the prior Thursday 
evening. There are other ways to view these films because each is well-
known and likely available in various formats: Netflix, Amazon Prime, or 
perhaps borrowing from your local library. If you come to St. John’s to 
view the film, light snacks and refreshments will be provided for your 
viewing pleasure.

These films cut a wide swath through history and also represent 
different genres. We’re hoping there is something of interest for everyone. If you 

aren’t able to view all four, make an effort to at least view one and come to the Sunday morning 
discussion.  You’ll be glad you did!

Lent is a time when we’re called to draw closer to God. After finding God in these films, you may 
find yourself finding God in many more unexpected places.

A Lenten 

Search For 

God at  the 

Movies
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Fr.	  John	  and	  children	  discuss	  burying	  the	  Alleluia
	  on	  Shrove	  Tuesday

All	  Photos:	  Chuck	  Ver	  Burg

St. John’s Snapshots

Pancake	  ;lippers	  at	  Shrove	  Tuesday

Christmas	  PageantChristmas	  Pageant

Youth	  and	  Scout	  Sunday
Greening	  of	  the	  Church
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