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The Youth Group returns from Summer break and celebrated Holy Eucharist at “First Night” on September 5.  
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From the Vicar • Rev. Christopher Potter
GreetinGs of great joy to you from 
God, who provides for us from the 
store of eternal abundance.

Fall is upon us. School is back 
in session and most of us have 
completed our vacation plans. At 
St. John’s, ministries are back in 
full swing and our kids have gone 
to Disneyland!

So much goes on in our church 
family and many of you take 
part in the opportunities to grow 
spiritually and physically or to 
find strength and support. These 
ministries offer us hope and 
vision, bring comfort to those 
who are hungry or poor, and give 
us opportunities to exercise new 
ventures into living the Gospel ever 
more completely.

In most Episcopal Churches, Fall is 
also the time faithful communities 
take stock of their ministries, 
discern if the Spirit is calling them 
to continue, to grow, or lay aside 
any of their work. This year, we 
are growing our ministry by the 
introduction of Eucharistic Visitors 
who will bring communion to 
people unable to attend church with 
us on Sundays. If there is another 
ministry you want to see chartered 
at St. John’s, please let DJ Gomer 
or me know.

Alongside an evaluation of 
ministry at St. John’s comes the 
construction of the annual budget 
and subsequent reports at the 
annual meeting. To do so, we 
turn to the community to pose 
the annual question, “Will you 
please help us plan for next year’s 
budget?”

Pledging is how the Episcopal 

Church plans its finances for the 
succeeding year. Pledging allows 
us to assess our financial capacity, 
and to carry out our vision and 
our ministries for another year. 
Pledging is a statement on the part 
of each parishioner to every other 
member of the congregation that a 
relationship of faith exists between 
us; a commitment of support and 
care about the people who share the 
sacred meal at St. John’s. Pledging 
is also an investment in the future 
of St. John’s; an investment that 
assures you that St. John’s will be 
viable in the future for the times 
you will need us.

This year, the Stewardship 
Group is once again asking for 
EVERYONE in the community 
to pledge. Last year as we worked 
towards 100% participation of our 
members, we came wonderfully 

close to 82%. That is a phenomenal 
accomplishment and one we 
celebrate. We are working again 
towards 100% participation this 
year. No one is required to pledge 
in the Episcopal church. It has 
never been so. It is, however, a 
tradition employed in our churches 
for over two hundred years that 
assists our financial duties in an 
open and accessible way.

If you have doubts or hesitations 
about pledging, please consider 
the following:

* No one is required to pledge. It is 
a thanksgiving gift to God for what 
you have received.

* No pledge is too small.

* You may exceed your pledge 
when you wish! Some parishioners 
pledge a minimum, comfortable 
amount and exceed the pledge 
every week!

* Failure to pledge does not 
exclude you from the family, from 
worship here, nor from receiving 
ministry here.

* Only you and the treasurer know 
what is pledged.

* If your circumstances change, 
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From the Vicar • Rev. Christopher Potter
you may always modify your pledge (up or down) in a note or email to the Treasurer.

Our sister, Elizabeth Adams, soon will be rolling out a program to help you when you are making estate plans. 
Her program will help discover how you can include St. John’s in your plan. If you need information before this 
rollout, please talk to her about it. This is an opportunity to contribute and support St. John’s after you are gone; 
a community which you found so essential in your life and which you want to have available for generations to 
come.

Now to another, related topic: Tithing.

Long ago in an Episcopal Church far, far away, I learned the discipline of tithing. I found out that tithing 
changed how I felt towards my community. I give 10% of my income back to God and the returns far outweigh 
my giving. I have more joy in life, my trust in God is deeper, and the hope that the world is moving towards 
healing is solid.

I found the following online from the Diocese of Olympia website and find it helpful in describing the benefits 
of tithing.

10 REASONS WHY PEOPLE TITHE

 1. It is the way God’s people have given throughout the ages regardless of culture, income level, or  
     nature, or the economy.

 2. It is a spiritual discipline that shapes the character of the one who gives.

 3. It invites God into our finances helping us become a better financial manager while breaking the  
     power of materialism in our lives.

 4. It serves as a practical reminder that God is Lord over all life, including business and the economy.

 5. It allows us to develop greater trust of God’s care and provision in our lives in new and surprising  
     ways.

 6. It nurtures the spiritual growth of the individual.

 7. It nurtures the spiritual growth of the church.

 8. It strengthens the ministry, outreach, stability, and vitality of the church.

 9. It provides the means to keep the staff of the church healthy —  physically, emotionally, socially, and  
     spiritually.

          10. It provides for the maintenance of the church’s building and grounds assuring everyone in the   
           community a safe, attractive, comfortable, and serene place to worship and pray.

I believe the third point above is especially hard for Americans. If we have let income and possessions define 
our status and success, we tend to work harder, to earn more, and to buy as much as we can in order to fulfill a 
sometimes-bottomless hole. We can find ourselves in the never-ending pursuits of money and comfort, all the 
while sacrificing family and relationships to satisfy the insatiable appetite for MORE. The Christian response to 
this is to invite God into our financial lives. This path starts with a commitment to God that you will avoid the 

Continued on pg 4
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From the Vicar
emotionally expensive pursuit of MORE, and to make a choice to put God 
and your worship of God as the first priority in life.

Now, for some of the opportunities facing us this year…

We are blessed now with the ministry of our sister, Rev. Karen. We all 
have benefitted from her gentle and clear Spirit-filled leadership. Church 
and school families alike are taking to her guidance with joy and gratitude. 
Some who might hesitate to approach me on Sunday morning find Rev. 
Karen to be an approachable pastor who listens with the heart of a counselor 
as she loves you with all her soul. This blessing extends to all corners of 
her ministry at St. John’s. There have been several occasions when she 
and I simultaneously were out responding to urgent calls for bedside and 
hospital visits. Her ministry allows for the presence of a priest to be at more 
of the many ministries that flourish at St. John’s. Preaching at St. John’s 
has blossomed since her arrival. We now hear voices that more accurately 
reflect the composition of who we are when we are at worship.

This added benefit to our Spiritual life at St. John’s requires your support. 
The exact numbers will come to you soon from our Treasurer, Joanne. 
However, I ask you now, “What value do you receive from having two 
priests in the community? What price the voice of leadership that echoes in 
the soul of both women and men at St. John’s?”

So, here’s the bottom line: When praying for the tithe that is right for you 
(you can do the math, right? Ten percent multiplied by your gross income), 
would you please put that number on the pledge card when it comes?

If you are not ready for that commitment this year, please consider these 
numbers: 1 and 2.

* Can you afford to increase your current contribution by $1,200 per 
month? Would you please do so for the support of God’s ministry at St. 
John’s? Thank you for doing so!

* How about you? Can you better your last year’s donations by $12,000 
per year? Please and thank you, if you can.

* Many of us can contribute another $120 per month on top of our current 
giving. Won’t you, please?

* Yes, even increasing your tithe by $12 per week is a great gift and 
expression of your commitment. Thank you!

As you pray over the invitation from God to tithe or to increase your 
pledge, realize that by responding, “Yes,” you will embark on a closer walk 
with God while simultaneously supporting the ministry and mission of St. 
John’s. I can personally assure you that feelings of great joy and spiritual 
strength shall follow a life-giving decision like this.

A small group of St. John’s 
parishioners recently met with Fr. 
Christopher and Rev. Karen in the 
Bishop’s Room for Lay Eucharistic 
Visitation Minister training.  Some 
old-timers at St. John’s may recall 
past years when we commissioned 
congregation members to take 
consecrated bread and wine to 
people recovering from an illness, 
medical procedure, or were unable 
to make it to church.  

Our new cadre of duly-trained 
LEV Ministers will support our 
clergy in taking the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion to others.  
This ministry doesn’t replace 
our priests’  home and hospital 
visitations. The LEV ministers will 
go to the home, hospital, or skilled 
nursing facility with consecrated 
wine and bread and an abbreviated 
Order of Service for administering 
communion to the individual in 
need and any visitors in attendance. 
The visits last from 20-30 minutes 
or longer, depending on the 
situation and the setting.

LEV ministers use one of St. John’s 
three visitation kits, which are 
maintained by the Altar Guild and 
kept in the Vesting Sacristy.

If you’re interested in joining 
this ministry, or are interested in 
receiving a visit from the LEV 
team, please contact Rev. Karen 
at kmaurer@stjohns-es.org or [949] 
888-4595 x 239. May the peace of 
our Lord be with you.

LEV
Ministry
Launches!



Welcome to Our Associate Vicar • Rev. Karen Maurer
Rev. KaRen was baptized a Presbyterian, confirmed in the 
Lutheran Church, and finally arrived at the Episcopal Church 
in 1982, and was received into TEC shortly after. Before going 
to seminary, Karen taught Sunday School, worked in various 
leadership positions which included Vestry (twice), worship 
leadership, Cursillo ministry, and Bible studies in two Episcopal 
Churches — St. Clement’s in San Clemente and Emmanuel, 
Fullerton. In addition, after their children were mostly grown, 
Karen worked for Capistrano Unified School District in the Adult 
Transition program, followed by employment by Casa de Amma 
in San Juan Capistrano.

Karen was ordained with her husband, Dave, in 2007. They 
served at three Episcopal churches in the Inland Empire: St. 
Peter’s, Rialto; St. Luke’s, Fontana; and St. Clare’s, Rancho 
Cucamonga. In February 2014 Karen was called to St. Wilfrid of 
York Episcopal Church in Huntington Beach. Karen’s beloved 
husband, Rev. Dave, went on permanent disability due to an 
Alzheimer’s diagnosis. He passed away in January 2016.

At St. Wilfrid’s, Karen’s areas of responsibility were Pastoral 
Care and Outreach, with a particular focus as Executive Director 
of Beach Cities Interfaith Services, a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to offer compassionate, 
faith-based service to all in need.

As St. John’s Associate Vicar, Karen believes her role is to partner with Fr. Christopher, the people of 
St. John’s church, school and staff to present the Gospel with love, humor and compassion in every 
encounter, including those with the greater Rancho Santa Margarita community.

Karen says, “As a person, my greatest joy is found in relationships; with God, family, friends, and with 
all people with whom I come in contact. God’s care for each of us is so deep, so intimate, so filled with 
compassion and love! My prayer is that, as a priest I might be able to, in some small way, convey the 
magnificence and beauty of our loving, Triune God.”

Karen and Dave have two children, Gretchen, and Michael. Gretchen Killebrew and her husband Mark 
have three children Kye, Kalena, and Ella. Michael Maurer and Haley Hinman have two children, 
Vivienne and Jackson. Her immediate family all live in San Clemente. Karen is close to her family 
members, including her sister JoAnne Sand and her husband Brad; as well as Dave’s brothers Stephen 
Maurer and his wife Jane, and Larry and his wife Barbara. Many nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and 
grandnephews round out Karen’s extended family.

Karen’s hobbies include daily walks, beach doubles volleyball, stand up paddling, reading, swimming, 
playing music with friends, spending time with family and friends, and entertaining at home. 

Find Karen on Facebook: Karen Stang Maurer
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Youth Group Pumpkin Carving and Thanksgiving Pizza!
The Youth Group’s 
Annual Pumpkin 
Carving Night is 
Wednesday, October 17!
Bring your own 
pumpkin, grab a partner 
and get creative! Will 
there be prizes? YEP! 
St. John’s Youth Group is open to all youth 
in grades 6-12.  For more information 
contact us at sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

The best place to be Wednesday, November 21 at 
6:30 p.m. is St. John’s Church as we give thanks 
for life’s blessings on the eve of the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

We’ll begin with Holy Eucharist in the church, and 
that joyous service will be followed by a pizza dinner 
in the Cardinal Gym. Sign ups begin in a few weeks. 

“Let Us Sing Thanksgiving,” the annual concert 
sponsored by the Interfaith Council of Greater 
Rancho Santa Margarita, will take place 
Sunday, November 11 at 3 p.m. at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
29441 Altisima, Rancho Santa Margarita (please 

note this is not the LDS site just down the street). 
The event is free and open to the public. Our 
St. John’s Choir will perform two pieces along 
with choirs from local churches and religious 
organizations. Refreshments follow the concert.

Interfaith Concert Features St. John’s Choir



St John’s Trunk-or-Treat!
Sunday, October 28 • 4-6 PM

Free Family Fun
for St. John’s members and our 

neighbors!
You can also sign up to host & decorate your own car 

— sign ups continue in the Narthex!

ALL ARE WELCOME!
St. John’s Episcopal Church • 30382 Via Con Dios • Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688

7

(please, no scary costumes!)



Advent and Christmas at St. John’s . . . 
advent is the church season that’s a time for 
quiet reflection as well as joyful expectation. On 
Sunday, December 16, at 4 p.m. please come to 
the beautiful service of Advent 
Lessons and Carols. 

Advent, which means coming or 
arrival, is a season that has two 
meanings for Christians:  
1) we prepare to celebrate the  
anniversary of the coming birth 
of Christ; 2) and we await the 
arrival of the Second Coming of 
our Lord at the end of time when 
He has promised to come in great power and 
glory.

In 1880 the Archbishop of Canterbury created 
a service of Lessons and Carols to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord through music and 
scripture. This service was adapted by King’s 
College, Cambridge, and continues to this day 
to tell the story of the fall of humanity and 
the promise of the Messiah as told in several 
short Bible readings by congregation members, 
interspersed with the choir singing carols and 
hymns. In 1934 the Dean of King’s College 
composed a similar service that was designed 
“not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.” 
Lovely!

Plan to attend this special and moving service 
of music and scripture that will inspire you 
to awake, watch, prepare for, and expect the 
coming of our God who has promised to 
deliver us from sin and death and bring us into 
the radiance of his kingdom of glory. It will be 
a time to step back from the hustle and bustle 
of the many Christmas activities and spend an 
hour anticipating the coming of Christ and the 
true meaning of Christmas.

The St. John’s Choir will be working hard to 
present inspiring and joyful music this Advent 
and Christmas season. For the Christmas 

Eve service be sure to arrive by 
9:30 p.m. for the service that 
begins at 10 p.m. when the choir, 
soloists, and chamber orchestra 
will present Antonio Vivaldi’s 
Gloria. We sing the song of the 
angels, “Glory to God in the 
Highest” at the opening of each 
of our worship services. Vivaldi 
has set the text in a sunny and 
exuberant composition that will 

be an energetic and high-spirited start of our 
celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
It is one of his best known and uplifting choral 
works.

In addition to the St. John’s choir, Erin 
Pence, Diana Farrell, and Lisa Naulls will be 
featured soloists. The professional orchestra 
will consist of strings, oboe, trumpet, and 
harpsichord.

Following the presentation of Vivaldi’s 
masterpiece, we’ll celebrate Christ’s birth with 
Holy Eucharist. Several familiar carols will 
be sung by all accompanied by the organ and 
orchestra including the world’s most famous 
carol, “Silent Night”. The choir will sing 
“Candlelight Carol” a lovely piece by British 
composer John Rutter. Mr. Rutter continues 
to write many well known and beloved 
Christmas anthems. His “Candlelight Carol”, 
accompanied by strings and harp, is one of his 
most beautiful compositions.

You will be inspired and your Christmas 
celebration will be enriched through beautiful 
music at this year’s Christmas celebration 
beginning at 9:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve.
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St. John’s Women and Lutheran Church Women Gather 
for Breakfast and Author Meet-Up November 10

“It is not as much about 

who you used to be, 

as it is about who you 

choose to be.” 

~Sanhita Baruah 

Please join us as we welcome the women from our 
neighboring Lutheran church to have breakfast with 
us and hear a local writer, Martha Karelius, debut 
her newest book, You, Improved - A Daily Dose of 
Inspiration. We’ll meet and greet our sisters from the 
Lutheran Church Saturday, November 10, beginning 

Over the past year, the good 
people of St. John’s have donated 
over 75 units of life-giving 
blood! We will be hosting our 
thrice-annual Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Sunday, November 
11 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the 
Gym. Sign up in the Narthex 
either as a donor or table 
volunteer — or both!

Let’s keep giving the gift 
of life and fill every slot. 
Questions? Contact Roger 
Bradshaw, parisbradshaws@
me.com.

at 8:30 a.m. in the Multipurpose Room. We’ll enjoy 
a continental breakfast; participate in a raffle; and 
come away a bit more inspired as we head into a 
busy time of year! Martha’s book will be available to 
purchase, along with her first book, A Better Version 
of You. It will be offered at a discounted price to all in 
attendance. We plan to conclude at 11 a.m.
Please bring your girlfriends, partners, sisters, 
mothers, teenage and adult daughters! There is no cost 
for this event, but we always welcome your freewill 
offering. Your RSVP is needed as it will help us in our 
planning. You may RSVP directly to DJ Gomer via 
djgomer@cox.net or look for the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex. 

Discussing bigotry and bullying and the bravery it 
takes to end hate acts are the very issues faced 
by young people each day at school, on local 
playgrounds, in neighborhoods — and sometimes 
in their own homes.
 
Teens and pre-teens, ranging from 6th–12th 
graders, representing different races, religions, 
cultures, sexual orientations, gender IDs, 
disabilities, body images, and socio-economic 
standings recently met to discuss these   

Checking in on the Bigotry, Bullying, and Bravery 
Workshop Results with Morgan Mecklenberg . . . 

hot topics. 

St. John’s Morgan Mecklenberg attended and 
reports, “It was a fun, inspirational, and a really 
good experience.  It was really fun to make 
blankets for homeless people and make kindness 
cards for kids and CHOC. All the speakers inspired 
me to stand up to bullies, and not be one. I got 
to express myself and meet nice and really cool 
people.”
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Now Open: The Bishop John Harvey 
Taylor Learning Commons!

St. John’s Episcopal School recently completed its state-of-the-art Learning Commons, an 
innovative space for students to come together and expand their thinking.

Formally dedicated September 28, the Learning Commons offers: 

     • reading nooks built into walls

     • large and small instructional spaces

     • flexible furniture that can be reconfigured within moments

     • SMART TVs 

     • iPads and laptops

The space is colorful, open, and offers a communal environment that stimulates creative thinking, 
engages tactile learning, and facilitates entry to the infinite world of digital research and reading. 

One of the most exciting and unique aspects of the Bishop John Harvey Taylor Learning Commons 
is the outdoor instructional space in the courtyard. Full classroom capability with a SMART 
TV will give teachers the option of conducting lessons outside. Relaxing reading areas will be 
incorporated into the outdoor space along with a firepit, to honor one of the school founders, the 
Rev. Canon Ernest D. Sillers’ tradition of incorporating a fireplace into every library. The new 
Learning Commons at St. John’s will inspire children and cultivate deep thinkers for many years.
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Our At-A-Glance 
Calendar!

Oct 13 Isaiah House
Oct 17 Pumpkin Carving night 6pm
Oct 24 YG
Oct 28 Trunk or Treat
Oct 31 Halloween- we’re dark!
Nov 4 Starbucks Sunday
Nov 7, Food Pantry Shopping @ Ralph’s
Nov 10 Isaiah House
Nov 14 YG @ 6pm
Nov 21 Dark/Thanksgiving break
Nov 28 Families Forward Shopping @ Target Dec 
2 Starbucks Sunday
Dec 5 Youth Euch & Game Night
Dec 8 Isaiah House
Dec 12 Christmas cookie Bake
Dec 19 Christmas Shindig 5:30
Dec 23 Pass out Cookies @ Church
Dec 26 & Jan 2 Dark for Christmas break Jan 6 
Starbucks Sunday
Jan 9 YG
Jan 12 Isaiah House
Jan 16 Dark (pre-retreat)
Jan 19-21 Winter Retreat
Jan 23,30 YG
Feb 3 Starbucks Sunday
Feb 6 Youth Euch & Game night
Feb 9 Isaiah House
Feb 13, 20, 27 YG
Mar 3 Starbucks Sunday
Mar 6 Ash Wednesday
Mar 9 Isaiah House
Mar 13, 20, 27 Yg
Mar 24, apr 7, 14 Vigil Music Rehearsal
Apr 3 YG
Apr 10 Palm Cross Making night!
Apr 17 YG
Apr 24 dark
May 1 Laundry Love Service Night
May 8, 15, 22 YG
May 19 Youth and Scout Sunday
May 29 Last Night

NEWSLETTER
of St .  John’s Episcopal Church Youth Ministr y

Welcome back for  another great  year of  Youth Group! 
We have lots  of  act iv i t ies coming up,  

and want  you to  mark your calendars NOW!
St. John’s Youth Group 

Meets Most Wednesdays 
September - May from 6 to 

7:30 pm in the Art Lab.
For more info, please 
contact Mrs. Patti at 

sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com, 
or 949.290.0833.

Weve brought back 
an oldie —Starbucks 
Sundays!
Meet the leaders the 
1st Sunday of every 
month beginning in 
October. 8:30 am Starbucks/
Lowe’s Center — BYOdrink/
food, visit, and hang out. About 
9:40 a.m. we head to church to 
sit together in the balcony for 
church!

The 2nd Saturday of each month 
join your fellow youth group 
members at Santa Ana’s Isaiah 
House, led and encouraged by 
our own Emily Salvanera, for 
a morning of serving others. 
Parents welcome to attend (and 
drive!)
Contact Emily for more info: 
er.salvanera@gmail.com



Clergy and Staff of St. John’S 
ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar  
[949] 888-4568 or [951] 204-3555 
cpotter@stjohns-es.org

The Rev. Karen Maurer, Associate Vicar 
[949] 888-4595 x239   kmaurer@stjohns-es.org

Dr. Michael Pratt, Head of School 
[949] 858-5144 x222   mpratt@stjohns-es.org

Patti Peebles, Youth Pastor and School Chaplain  
[949] 888-4536 or [949] 290-0833 
sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

Sheryll Grogan, Sunday School Director  
[949] 858-0773   sgrogan@stjohns-es.org

Lorraine Kamholz, Assistant Sunday School 
Director  
[949] 766-1504   lkamholz@stjohns-es.org

Cynthia A. Drennan, Administrator  
[949] 888-4534   cdrennan@stjohns-es.org

Roger Bradshaw, Assistant Administrator 
[949] 888-4595, x206   rbradshaw@stjohns-es.org
 

BiShop’S Committee of  
St. John’S ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar
Tim England, Bishop’s Warden
Erin Schwarz, People’s Warden
Joanne Bradshaw, Treasurer 
Paul Hinson, Clerk
  
Elizabeth Adams
Phil Bowman 
Andy Guilford
Jim Leach
David Nichols
Eleanor Salvanera
Ed Schrum 
DJ Gomer, Chair, Parish Council  
 

   St. John’s Church
   O: 949.888.4595
   Fax: 949.858.1498 
   www.stjohnsrsm.org
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