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     Many people think that 
one must be ordained in 
order to be “a minister.” In 
fact, all baptized Christians 
are called to be active 
participants in the church’s 
ministry – exercising our 
calling to reconcile the world 
to God.

Joe Miramontes just 
finished his second year  

of EfM training.

Where Do You and Yours Find 
Relief From the Heat?
By Fr. Christopher Potter, 
Vicar

   Thus begins another 
season of summer – 
perhaps eternal summer 
for we who are in 
Southern California! 
 
   The heat that persists, 
the drought that lingers, 
and the long hot nights serve to stretch my good 
nature and to tempt me toward lethargy. Perhaps 
I’ll take a vacation or make a few day trips to the 
beach to break up the efforts of working yet another 
summer day, or the frustration of lying in bed at 
night while coolness and sleep hide from me. All 
of this leaves me dreaming of the long cold winter 
nights that — oh, never mind. They’re far in the 
future from me now. 

   In the Church, the Season after Pentecost can 
be much like our summers. It is the time when the 
readings seem to say the same thing over and over; 
the waning Sunday attendance could make church 
seem trivial and — without the advantage of taking a 
break of some sort — we can lose our focus in faith.
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Except — for summer and for the 
church alike — growth is completely 
dependent upon Summer. The effects 
of the long days 
bring fruits and 
vegetables to 
their peak. Trees 
and flowers 
need this time 
to produce 
stronger roots, 
to grow taller 
and wider 
and to attract 
the creatures 
necessary to 
fertilize and 
broadcast seeds 
and flowers 
to the four 
winds. For the 
church, the 
prayers and the 
readings — at 
once sounding 
repetitious and 
stale — are what 
lie at the core 
of who we are 
as Christians 
and help us to 
cast our future 
towards the 
promises of God.
What sounds repetitious is the 
central theme of most of the readings 
through the Summer. They’re all 
about “The Reign (Kingdom) of 
God!” Especially this year (Year B in 
the three-year cycle of the readings 
at Eucharist), the Evangelist Mark 
delights us with almost endless 
stories and parables from Jesus 
about God’s Reign. Mark keeps the 

Reign of God a central theme throughout 
his Gospel. As much as Jesus refers to it, 
you’d think Jesus would clearly define it. 
“The Reign of God is like a sower who goes 
out to sow,” or, “The Reign of God is like a 

mustard seed; 
a seed that 
grows by itself,” 
he says in the 
first chapters. 
But never does 
Jesus say in the 
Gospel of St. 
Mark, “this is 
where the Reign 
of God is, what 
it looks like, and 
what you need 
to do in order to 
make yourselves 
a part of it.”
   This sort of 
elusiveness 
leaves us at risk 
of either trying 
to nail down 
what Jesus is 
saying or leads 
us to ignore 
him altogether: 
both have their 
drawbacks. As 
vague as Jesus is 
about the Reign 

of God in St. Mark’s Gospel, for those who 
look closely, he is equally rich. When He 
compares the Reign of God to a seed or to 
a harvest, he is giving lessons about seeds 
and harvest, sure. Yet, these parables also 
provide a clue on what Jesus may intend us 
to know about the Reign of God. Avoiding 
specifics, Jesus offers the opportunity to 
explore how His words may apply in our 
age and in our circumstances. So rich are 
these parables that we can say EVERY 

Where Do You and Yours Find Relief?
Continued from pg 1

Continued on pg 32



interpretation of them has at least some value! The temptation to make them 
clear, concise or specific serves only to limit them. Conversely, if we ignore these 
parables, it will leave us empty in our search for God’s desire for us. Chalking them 
up as unapproachable takes us away from a chance dialogue with God and from an 
opportunity for God to speak to our soul.

 
Well, Mark’s Gospel is not only about Jesus talking about the Reign of God. In 
between these parables, Jesus is working miracles and wonders before the eyes 
of the crowds. Healing, curing, raising the dead and expelling demons are also 
integral signs in the Gospel of Mark. Not incidental to Jesus’s teaching, these are 
instead extensions of His lessons about the Reign of God.  These wonders indicate 
the kind of existence that awaits us in God’s world: an existence where poverty, 
illness of all sorts, and even death are destroyed and their sting taken away.
 
Be careful about assumptions, though! Don’t assume that the Reign of God is alone 
what awaits us after we die! There may be no suffering and death in heaven, but 
Jesus’s lessons are firmly rooted in the here and now. Promising that there will 
be no more death in heaven seems like a sure bet! The promise that death will be 
crushed and will no longer hold power over us has enormous significance when 
we come to believe that it also pertains to us on this plane, in the not-too-distant 
future, as Jesus teaches.
 
During the summer months, the call to find relief from the heat and drought is 

strong. I hope you and your family will 
take advantage of many opportunities to 
find respite near cool, running waters. 
If that vacation or break finds you away 
from St. John’s, stay connected and please 
keep praying with us — as we shall with 
you. However, know that we are people of 
faith and people of action. Whether apart 
or together, a direction has been set for 
us. It is a path with Jesus at the helm. We 
are anticipating from God a time when 
all God’s people will know mercy, justice, 
full bellies and healthy bodies. From that 
hope, we cannot take a break!

 
May the summer months find you rested 
in body but tireless in your soul in hope 
of seeing God’s Reign. Bring news of your 
refreshed body and soul back to us and 
share that news when next we are together 
at the Holy Table.
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Are You Called to “Education for Ministry”?
Continued from pg 1
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     Education for Ministry (EfM) provides a four-year curriculum that seeks to develop a 
theologically informed, reflective, and articulate laity who are prepared to listen to and respond 
to God’s call to minister where we live and work. The goal is to connect personal faith with daily 
lives, and to discover how personal gifts and abilities can contribute to the ministry of the Church 
in the world.

     EfM invites participants into a small, mentored group which together explores Scripture, 
Christian history, theology, and ethics, always with an emphasis on personal engagement and 
discovery. EfM is, in essence, independent study with group reflection guiding adults into a 
deeper relationship with God. The confidentiality of the group allows free, safe, and supportive 
discussion and exploration of questions and unfamiliar ideas.

     thE program began in 1975 as a distance-learning concept by the School of Theology of the 
University of the South, an Episcopal school in Sewanee, Tennessee. Since then, there have 
been more than 80,000 participants in 91 U.S. dioceses. 37,000 have completed all four years. 
St. John’s group started six years ago, and I am honored to be the mentor. I am completing my 
thirteenth year as a mentor in parishes in OC.

BJ Sullivan says:
 

I remember saying that EfM was for 
someone who really knows the Bible 
so it’s not for me. Fr. Chris said to me 
that it IS for me to learn more and no 
prework required (a paraphrase). The 
first night of class I was excited but 
mostly very nervous. Quickly I realized 
that it was so much more than just 
reading the Bible. The conversations 
during class are incredible and I 
am learning how to do theological 
reflection. Now I am at the end of 
year one and my first thought is why 
didn’t I join EfM sooner? Our mentor 
Wayne Kempe is kind, gracious and 
very knowledgable; his guidance has 
been invaluable to me. If you are 
thinking about EfM and want to know 
more, then consider joining a session 
some evening soon or contact me and 
I’d be happy to share more about my 
experience.

Rich Straton adds:
 

My purpose for joining EfM was to 
support my wife who is using EfM to 
grow her faith. 

I had the good fortune of participating 
in forums similar to EfM in another 
denomination. Though it has been 
rewarding for me to watch her grow, 
it has also been rewarding to engage 
others of different backgrounds and 
perspectives. 

EfM can be taken by anyone who 
believes in Jesus Christ regardless 
of where one is in terms of church 
experience. EfM teaches that we are 
all ministers in the faith regardless if 
we are young or old, new to the faith, 
or not so new to it.
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Ashley England concludes: 
 

I started EfM because I was looking for more knowledge about the Bible and God. 

My experience with religion and church was spotty, at best, and my knowledge of the Bible 
was limited to a few key scriptures used over and over. It’s the end of my first year, and my 
life has been completely changed; my baptismal vows re-affirmed and I’m in the process of 
discerning my call into ministry. 

I found my tribe, I found God’s Love, and am more at peace with the Bible than I have ever 
been. I’m eternally grateful and cannot wait for years 2, 3, and 4.

Cathy Green notes:
 

I found myself present in a safe 
environment that allowed exploration 
to take place. 

Each class session opened up ideas 
that were new and challenged 
preconceived ones. Change has begun. 
I was and am blessed to be a part of 
the community of learning, trusting, 
friendship, and God’s intimacy. 

Thank you, Wayne. Thank you EfM.

Steve Green says:  

When I started EfM I wasn’t sure what 
to expect. Soon, I found it challenging. 

First, my view of Scripture was 
challenged as we explored new ways of 
looking at our sacred text. I was now 
experiencing a new and refreshing way 
of looking at the Bible. Second, I was 
personally challenged as I engaged 
in the weekly process of theological 
reflection. New wineskins for new 
perceptions. The discussions are lively 
and opinions varied, yet all is done 
with love and respect. I am already 
looking forward to September as we 
close out this year of study. Thank you, 
Wayne, for leading us higher.

Are You Called to “Education for Ministry”?
     a sEMinar group meets for 36 weeks per year and has weekly reading assignments in 
scripture, commentaries, or textbooks, though there are no lectures, exams, or grades. A 
Reading and Resource Guide, prepared by the University, leads the participants through the year 
and offers focus questions for the reflection process. 

     rEgistration is underway for the 2018-2019 EfM year, and meetings begin again in September. 
Contact Wayne Kempe at wayne.kempe@gmail.com or leave a message in the Church Office, 
888.4595, x206.

Continued from pg 4
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Nursing Home Ministry Richly 
Blesses Residents and Volunteers

Is God Calling You to Serve?
Matt: 25:36  

“I was sick and you visited Me.”
by Cathy Green

     Father John, (now Bishop) 
published in our infamous 
Blue Sheet our Lord’s call to 
serve. This was in April 2017. 
I responded after having left a 
ministry in our former church. 
God put it on my heart to become 
His hands and feet at Lake Forest 

Nursing Center.  The Activities 
Director, Sharon Allman, was 
in need of volunteers to make 
room visits.  After my interview 
and background check, I became 
obedient to the call and stepped 
out in faith into a new, budding 
work for the Kingdom.  

     I visit weekly and find it a 
privilege to sit at the bedside or 
next to the wheelchair of men 
and women who have tremedous 
stories just waiting to be told.  
I marvel with them over the 
glorious roses in the facility’s 
garden, enjoy ice cream cones on 
a warm summer day, read get well 
cards arranged on the window 
sill, write dictated words of love 
in letters to a spouse far away, 
play table tennis or a game of 
hearts, and laugh and cry with 
them because of the moment.

     Does this sound like something 
you might have a heart for?  You 
serve where needed and when you 
can.  A smile and willingness to 
listen are all that are required.  
Could God be calling you to join?  
Let me know! Cathy Green via 
chattycathysr@cox.net
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Proud Parents Weigh In On 
Grads’ Accomplishments!

Jonathan Bradshaw graduated from UC San 
Diego with a BS in Electrical Engineering. His 
emphasis in circuits and systems is driven by 
his goal of pursuing a career in designing and 
building audio electronics, especially guitar 
pedals. He remains an avid guitar player and 
uses this to try out his various audio circuits, 
and he performs on occasion at the UCSD 
Music Club concerts. His parents, Roger and 
Joanne, are very proud of his accomplishments 
and look forward to his next chapter. 

Leigh-Ann Bradley, the daughter of Gloria and 
Mark Bradley, graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in Communications in Media Studies 
from the University of Colorado, Boulder.

Leigh-Ann is an alumni of St. John’s School 
and Rancho Santa Margarita Catholic High 
School.



This Year’s Grads! 

Cameron Joseph Dennington graduated 
from Tesoro High School, where he was 
Valedictorian, and also earned National 
Honors. He will attend UC Davis in the Fall 
majoring in Veterinary Science.

Sean Duhey graduated from Capistrano Valley 
High School June 7. He successfully organized 
Fantasy Football annually with his friends, has 
been gainfully employed as a skate guard and 
Zamboni driver at the Aliso Viejo Ice Palace, 
and recently began playing adult league 
hockey. He’s also been an acolyte at St. John’s 
for over eight years. Sean will be attending the 
University of Missouri in the Fall, pursuing a 
degree in Sports Management. 

Jacob Duhey graduated from Doane University 
May 12. He played Varsity baseball with the 
Tigers for four years, kept busy with Delta 
Kappa Pi fraternity and as an Ambassador 
for Doane Admissions. Jacob was also inducted 
into the English Honor Society, Sigma Tau 
Delta. He currently is coaching baseball for the 
Gretna Junior Legion team, and will be going 
to grad school at the University of Nebraska-
Omaha in hopes of being an English professor 
who writes novels. 
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clErgy and staff of st. John’s church

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar  
[949] 888.4568 cpotter@stjohns-es.org

The Rev. Karen D. Maurer, Associate Vicar 
[949] 888.4595 x239  kmaurer@stjohns-es.org

Dr. Michael Pratt, Head of School 
[949] 858.5144 x222   mpratt@stjohns-es.org

Patti Peebles, Youth Pastor and School Chaplain  
[949] 888.4536 or [949] 290.0833 
sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

Sheryll Grogan, Sunday School Director  
[949] 858.0773   sgrogan@stjohns-es.org

Lorraine Kamholz, Assistant Sunday School 
Director  
[949] 766.1504   lkamholz@stjohns-es.org

Cynthia A. Drennan, Administrator  
[949] 888.4534   cdrennan@stjohns-es.org

Roger Bradshaw, Assistant Administrator 
[949] 888.4595, x206
rbradshaw@stjohns-es.org

Gary Toops, Interim Music Director  
[909] 865.5680   garytoops@aol.com

 

Bishop’s coMMittEE of  
st. John’s church

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar
Tim England, Bishop’s Warden
Erin Schwarz, People’s Warden
Joanne Bradshaw, Treasurer 
Paul Hinson, Clerk 
              • • • 
Elizabeth Adams
Phil Bowman 
Andy Guilford
Jim Leach
David Nichols
Eleanor Salvanera
Ed Schrum
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