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Newly kindled fire on St. John’s courtyard begins Easter’s first service, The Great Vigil, Saturday, April 20 at 7 p.m.
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Crisis to Gratitude — Easter is Nigh!
Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar

May the urgency of Lent 
propel you forward in love 
towards the awful/wonderful 
prize that awaits us all at 
Holy Week.

Toward the tail end of 
our Lenten exploration of 
“Crisis to Gratitude,” we will 
celebrate Maundy Thursday 
on April 18. We will gather 
in the Sanctuary to begin a Holy Meal. 
We will sit at table together raising up 
prayers and thanksgiving for the work 
done by the people of God at St. John’s. 
Then, we’ ll take a brief visit into the 
story of God’s workings at the School/
Parish, sharing our common history and 
celebrating our milestones. We shall bless 
and share a tasty meal of lamb, fresh 
vegetables, bread and wine (alternatives 
available). 

In the context of this meal, there are 
multiple blessings of loaves of bread and 
cups of wine for all (grape juice for those 
who prefer). These blessings reflect 
distantly the prayers that were around 
and probably used at the time of Jesus’s 
last supper. The blessings of the last 
bread and the last cup are familiar words 
that we hear at the blessing of bread 
and wine at our Eucharistic celebrations. 
Indeed, this will be our  
Eucharist that night.

You might be tempted to say, 
“Oh! I’ve done this before.  
This is a Seder meal!” Well,  
not really. A Seder meal  
memorializes the passage  
of the Hebrew people from  

slavery in Egypt to the 
freedom of God’s people in 
their own territory. It brings 
into sharp focus the events 
of Moses’s leadership out 
from generations of tyranny 
at the hands of the Egyptian 
Pharaohs, through the 
Sinai desert and up to the 
Promised Land. By sharing in 
the meal, all who are present 
enter again into the story 

and recommit themselves to the Covenant 
with God: That He, the Lord is One. He is 
our God and we shall be His people. 
 
Against this backdrop, the 5:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday Meal celebrates 
our release from slavery of every kind. 
It brings to life the actions Jesus took 
with his disciples at the Last Supper. It 
makes new the Covenant between God 
and us and marks us as God’s beloved 
and empowered people through the 
blood of His son. It also takes into 
account the ongoing saving acts of Jesus 
in our community in our day. We list 
these acts and celebrate them for what 
they do: they make us participants in 
Jesus’s work spreading the news of God’s 
reconciliation with the world. It is a look 
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at our salvation history, a review of our 
present participation with the Gospel, 
and looks toward our progress towards 
the Reign of God. 
 
After the meal, we will clear our 
tables and our minds, and pray while 
the stripping, clearing, and washing 
of the altar takes place. Here, in an 
undertaking of sacramental proportions, 
we prepare Jesus’s body and the tomb 
for burial, and our minds and souls 
for death. For those who wish to pass 
this night in vigil, the church will be 
available for this. 
 
The services of Good Friday will be 
held twice that day: one at noon and 
the other at 7 p.m. The noon service 
is a self-directed meditation on the 
Stations of the Cross. Quiet music and 
low lighting will help set the mood. The 
evening service comes from The Book of 
Common Prayer, where our prayers are 
focused by five solemn Collects. This 
year, we will have additional voices of 
five members of our community who will 
reflect briefly on these Collects and how 
their lives are informed by them. An 
act of veneration will include bringing 
the stones (rocks) that you have been 
carrying all season and placing them in 
a common vase.  
 
For The Great Vigil of Easter, the 
greatest feast and pinnacle of the 
liturgical year, the church gathers in the 
outdoor courtyard at 7 p.m. to celebrate 
the Great Light which is to come into 
the world. There the Easter fire and the 
Paschal candle are lit, and we welcome 
Ashley as a newly baptized member 
of the community, all of our baptismal 

vows are renewed, then we break 
bread at the boundary of the Feast of 
Resurrection. 
 
On Easter morning, we celebrate 
the Resurrection of Christ with two 
services: one at 8 a.m. and the other 
at 10 a.m., with lovely music from the 
choir at both. The festivities after the 
second service will continue with the 
Great Easter Egg Hunt that has for so 
long been a family favorite here.  
 
Whether you are able to come to all or 
just some of these services, we want 
to create as many opportunities to 
celebrate the Risen Lord as possible 
this year. If the impulse to get together 
during this season eludes you, let this 
invitation remind you that you are an 
important part of the community of 
St. John’s and we won’t be the same 
without you!

Crisis to Gratitude — Easter is Nigh!
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Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday, and Easter: 

          PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14       

  • Palm procession, Holy Eucharist, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  

      HOLY WEEK     

       • Maundy Thursday service, April 18, Stripping of  
        the Altar, 5:30 p.m. 
       • Prayer Vigil begins, about 8 p.m. 
 
         GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19 
  • Self-directed meditation on Stations of the Cross, Noon.
  • Book of Common Prayer, Five Solemn Collects accompanied by brief    
     discussions by five church members, 7 p.m. 

       HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 20     
       • The Great Vigil of Easter with Baptisms, begins   
    in the courtyard, 7 p.m. 

EASTER DAY, APRIL 21
~bring a flower  
to church if you  
would like to  
decorate the flower  
cross~ 
• 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  
  Festival Holy 
  Eucharist.

• Easter Egg Hunt, follows  
  the 10 a.m. service.
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‘United We Hike’ — COME JOIN US!
Join the St. John’s hiking group, UNITED WE HIKE! Hikers of all fitness levels will have a 
great time, and some trails allow bikes and leashed dogs. Our own Stacy Fudge and Rebeca 
Mizejewski revved up the group this Spring, and we’ve got just two more hikes before the 
group breaks for summer. On the first Sunday of every month (except certain dates) we will 
meet at St. John’s parking lot at Noon. Come to church in your hiking clothes or meet us after 
the service in the Church parking lot. Most hikes are meant for beginners; bring your kids, 
water, some snacks, and wear a St. John’s T-shirt if you have one.

 

Spring/Summer 2019 Schedule:
Sunday, May 19 -  Quail Hill  Trailhead  — Quail Loop Trail 1.8 mile moderately-
trafficked loop trail. Beautiful wild flowers, and good for all skil l levels. The trail 
offers a number of activity options and is accessible year-round. Dogs are also 
able to use this trail but must be kept leashed. 
 
Free parking lot may be full; additional parking available across the street in 
the Community Center lot. Quail Hill Community Park, 34 Shady Canyon Dr., 
Irvine. After church meet directly at the park, around 11:45 a.m.; we will wait 
until Noon to begin hiking. Lunch after at the Albertson’s Shopping Center Food 
Court, four minutes from the park. Restaurants include Thai Bamboo Bistro, 
Japanese Cuisine, Natraj’s Tandoori, Starbucks, and a Nekter Juice Bar.

Sunday, June 2 -  Cr ystal Cove Moro Canyon  — Moderate three mile hike. Time: 1 
hour (35 min from church). Newport Beach-Crystal Cove State Park Beach and 
Bluffs. Crystal Cove State Park: 8471 N Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, CA 92651. 
$15 parking. Snacks and drinks afterwards; location TBD.

NOTE: We’ll be dark for the summer months,  
tentatively coming back Sunday, September 1, 2019.
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Our At-A-Glance 2019 Calendar!
Apr 10 Palm Cross-making night!
Apr 17 Youth Group
Apr 24 dark
May 1 Laundry Love Service Night
May 5 Youth and Scout Sunday; followed by Pinewood Derby for the Scouts after 
church. TK Burger truck on campus for lunch.
May 8, 15, 22 Youth Group
May 29 Last Night

~ Youth Summer Retreat LIKELY to be July 12, 13, 14. Watch for more info! ~

YOUTH NEWS 
We meet most Wednesdays September - May from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the  

Art Studio. For more info, please contact Mrs. Patti 949.290.0833  
or sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

Following a discussion about 
Mother Teresa at Women’s Bible 
Study, a large contingent visited 
Clothing the Homeless in Irvine.

The group was there to deliver  
35 sports bras donated through 
the Women’s Ministry January 
“One Thing Initiative” and other 
donations of warm clothing, 
blankets, and sleeping bags.  
A tour was given of the storage, 
sorting and distribution  
operations by Director Mitch  
Raff.

On a regular schedule, volunteers 
sort through donations and 
additional volunteers load the  
truck to distribute over 1,200 
items of clothing to more than 
individuals 150 each month.

 

Here’s What You 
Did to Help  

Those in Need!

“We’re just here to serve, we’re not here to judge. We pride 
ourselves on giving the best quality of clothes we can. We offer 
dignity, comfort, prayer, clothes and hugs,” said Mitch.

More information about donations and volunteer opportunities 
is available at: www.clothingthehomeless.org
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On December 21, the day marking the 
Winter Solstice and the longest night of 
the year, more than 100 people gathered 
for a candlelight vigil to remember the 244 
men, women and children who died this 
year without a home in Orange County. The 
gathering in the St. John’s courtyard was 
the first such memorial ever held in south 
Orange County. Attendees shared prayers, 
sacred verses, and music — all offered by 
representatives of local Christian, Jewish, 
Islamic, and Baha’i congregations.

The main focus of the service centered on 
the reading of the names of each of the 
244 deceased. Among them — a young 
Asian family of four — BJ Sullivan, one of 
the coordinators of the event told the crowd, “They were living in their van while the father was 
looking for work. It was cold, so in trying to stay warm inside the van, he parked close to a wall 
and they died from carbon monoxide poisoning. The girl was two and the baby boy was just two 
months old. The family might have received help from a non-profit agency, located just a few 
blocks away from the scene.”

The death rate for the homeless is four times higher than the general population. The average 
age at death is 50. According to a study by UCI, “The 
risk of death on the streets is only moderately affected 
by substance abuse or mental illness. It is the chronic 
physical conditions like heart problems or even cancer 
that are more likely to lead to early death for the 
homeless.”

Improper clothing, lack of nutrition, lack of proper 
sleep or rest, poor general hygiene, and certainly lack 
of medical care all exacerbate the illnesses that can lead 
to death on the streets. There is also a frightening and 
insidious risk of violence.

In recent years, similar memorial services across the 
nation have marked the day not only as a commemoration 

Report from the Homeless Front:  
Interfaith Groups Host Longest Night Vigil

Readers Lisa Jacoby, Rev. Karen Maurer
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of lost brothers and sisters, but a time to raise 
awareness about the plight still suffered by so 
many who struggle to survive on the streets, in 
their cars and often huddled under tarps. As a 
tribute to them, many people who attended the 
service at St. John’s brought donations of warm 
clothing and winter gear which was distributed 
the next day to several non-profit groups 
serving the unsheltered in our area. At the end 
of the service, each person was given a small 
tea light to take with them. 

Dot Leach, the chairperson of St. 
John’s Interfaith and Ecumenical 
Committee, explained that 
the lights not only honor 244 
lives, but also the light we each 
possess. “We hope you will 
use your light to illuminate the 
darkness of homelessness and 
reflect the prayers of hope, love, 
determination and compassion 
needed to house the unsheltered, 
feed the hungry and love one 
another as God our Creator  
intended.”

Dot read a quote from Mother Theresa of 
Calcutta: “I used to pray that God would feed 
the hungry, or do this or that, but now I pray 
that he will guide me to do whatever I’m 

Continued from pg. 7

Longest Night Vigil Calls Attention to  
Our Neighbors in Need

supposed to do, what I can do. I used to pray 
for answers but now I’m praying for strength. 
I used to believe that prayer changes things, 
but now I know that prayer changes us, and we 
change things.”

Planners and program participants of the event 
from St. John’s included Fr. Christopher, Rev. 
Karen, Dot Leach, BJ Sullivan, Jim Leach, 
Tracy Daly, Lisa Naulls, Rich Straton, Dale 
Griffith, Emily Salvanera, Erin Pence, Michael 
Pratt, Susan Key, Steve Green, Steven Hayden,  
Jennings Gardner and Eleanor Salvanera. 

Event planners BJ Sullivan, Dot Leach, Tracy Daly, Mary Wong

St. John’s Women’s Ministry spearheads a monthly “One Thing Initiative” 
to help those in need in our community. In April we’re helping homeless 
community members who need small, travel size items for hygiene 
kits to include soap (hard or liquid), shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
hand sanitizer, wet wipes, razor, deodorant, and sanitary supplies (for 
women’s kits). Volunteers at Clothing the Homeless will be assembling 
kits for those in need. A box to collect the donations is in the Narthex. 
Thank you for your generosity and kindness. You make a difference.

Can 
You 

Help?

The event was sponsored by five local interfaith 
entities, including the Interfaith Council of 
Greater Rancho Santa Margarita.



Seniors in Our Communit y Need Help .  .  . 
Each Monday evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. members of St. John’s help 
out at Park Terrace with Card Bingo. We need helpers who arrive about 
6:15 p.m. to do a simple set-up. Then enjoy an hour of being with lovely 
people as they enjoy playing Bingo. Contact Linda Allport, lsallport@cox.
net, to volunteer! 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 
This event is where you decide if you want to be a host 
or a guest! The goal is to get to know one another better 
and there’s no better place to meet than in the comfort of 
our homes, where food and conversation are offered up 
generously! Here’s how it works: 

1) Decide if you would like to be a host or a guest; 

2) Hosts are asked to have 2—6 adult guests to your 
home. You’ ll organize the meal, asking your guests to 
bring something (appetizer, salad, vegetable, or dessert) to 
complement your main course. Guests arrive at 6:30 p.m., 
allowing those attending the Saturday service enough time 
to get to your home; 

3) If you opt to be a guest, you’ ll be assigned to one of our 
will ing hosts. 

Sign-ups continue in the Narthex — or sign-up via email with 
Andrea Patton, andrearpatton@hotmail.com. 

 
St .  John’s School Presents “Aladdin” April  13 
St. John’s Middle Division invites you to “Aladdin, Jr.” on Saturday, April 
13 in the Cardinal Gym. Choose one of two shows, 3 p.m. or 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased online at www.stjohns-es.org. 

 
Sign up for the St .  John’s Women’s 
Retreat!  
The retreat will be jam-packed with 
teachings by Rev. Karen Maurer, who 
will lead us through a series of spiritual 
discussions and experiences. Additional 
speakers will help to deepen your spiritual 
life. Get a sneak peak by reading Luke 
13:18-20 — the parable of the mustard 
seed. Register by sending $25 (to cover 
lunch and materials) to the Church Office, 
noting “Women’s Retreat” in the memo 
line. The retreat runs 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 11 here at St. John’s.

Dates to Get on Your Calendar!
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Clergy and Staff of St. John’S 
ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar  
[949] 888-4568 or [951] 204-3555 
cpotter@stjohns-es.org

The Rev. Karen Maurer, Associate Vicar 
[949] 888-4595 x239   kmaurer@stjohns-es.org

Dr. Michael Pratt, Head of School 
[949] 858-5144 x222   mpratt@stjohns-es.org

Patti Peebles, Youth Pastor and School Chaplain  
[949] 888-4536 or [949] 290-0833 
sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

Sheryll Grogan, Sunday School Director  
[949] 858-0773   sgrogan@stjohns-es.org

Lorraine Kamholz, Assistant Sunday School 
Director  
[949] 766-1504   lkamholz@stjohns-es.org

Cynthia A. Drennan, Administrator  
[949] 888-4534   cdrennan@stjohns-es.org

Roger Bradshaw, Assistant Administrator 
[949] 888-4595, x206   rbradshaw@stjohns-es.org

 

BiShop’S Committee of  
St. John’S ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar
Joanne Bradshaw, Bishop’s Warden
Erin Schwarz, People’s Warden
Elizabeth Adams, Treasurer 
Paul Hinson, Clerk
 
Phil Bowman
Margaret Campbell
Hugh Cook 
Andy Guilford
Jim Leach
Eleanor Salvanera
BJ Sullivan 
DJ Gomer, Chair, Parish Council  
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