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a grateful, open and affirming community

MINISTRY HAPPENS HERE
Beginning Sunday, February 16 the people of St. John’s begin using “The Way of 
Love” from the 50 Day Bible Challenge series published by Forward Movement. 
As a congregation, we’ll use this wonderful book prior to and during the season 
of Lent as a tool to engage daily with Scripture and explore our Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry’s seven spiritual practices set forth in his challenge to the people of 

The Way of Love!

Isaiah House & 
Emily Salvanera

Emily Salvanera, 17, racks up several milestones this spring. She’ll: 
   • graduate high school. 
   • embark on a U.S. bus tour and competition circuit with her drum corps group 
in which she plays the euphonium. 
   • hand off the Isaiah House ministry she has directed for four years a new leader.

Allow Lent to Minister to You . . . 

See pg. 4

See pg. 4

See pg. 5

By the Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar

After the excitement of the Family Meeting, the a-MAZE-ing Ministry Faire we 
enjoyed, and the delicious meal of chili and its accessories, life is starting to settle 
down a little bit at St. John’s. As I write this though, I realize that Lent is only a 
couple of days away. I’m keeping my track shoes on.  
So, we turn to this season and prepare to enter it with fear, or loathing, or with 
welcome. That “turn” defines for us what Lent is; it could be a “metanoia” – a 
‘turning towards’ God. Too often, I find people maneuver this ‘turning towards’ 
into a wrong-headed “repentance.” Wrong-headed, when and if our motivation for 
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CHANGE THE 
WORLD?!? 

I CAN DO THAT?
YES!     

  SIGN UP • GO FOR IT • OH, THE LIVES YOU’LL CHANGE!

CORAZON HOUSE BUILD  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2020  
 
• SIGN UPS BEGIN IN SPRING 
• MORE INFO: JON ACHEE:  
   ACHEEJT@COX.NET 
• SPEND A DAY HELPING BUILD A HOUSE 
IN TIJUANA & CHANGE THE LIFE OF A 
MEXICAN FAMILY 
• NO CARPENTRY SKILLS REQUIRED 
(BUT ALWAYS WELCOME)  
• MUST HAVE: A PASSPORT TO CROSS 
THE BORDER

WORLD VISION’S 
GLOBAL 6K FOR WATER 
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2020   
• THIS EVENT NEEDS AN ORGANIZER! 
• PAST ORGANIZER AND ST. JOHN’S 
MEMBER CORY TRENDA WILL PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE AND BE A RESOURCE 
 • MORE INFO: CTRENDA@
WORLDVISION.ORG AND HTTP://BIT.LY/
GLOBAL6K



CAN I PITCH IN 
LOCALLY?  YES!

This year, the Blaze It Forward Pride parade will be Saturday, June 
20. The parade has been re-named to honor Blaze Bernstein. To read more 
about the parade, go here: http://bit.ly/BlazeItForwardPride 

The Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles is a consistent supporter of our 
local pride day as are the people of St. John’s. Want to attend and march 
with the Episcopalians? Watch for announcements as the parade date 
nears. It’s an energy-filled day that’s a total blast!

Blaze It 
Forward Pride
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Help Build 
V.B.S. Sets! 

St. John’s members who marched in last year’s parade: Mike 
Devries, BJ Sullivan, Eleanor Salvanera, Sara and Margaret 
Campbell, and Rev. Karen. Let’s see you in the parade in 2020!

• Build VBS sets Saturday, 
February 22, and March 21, 8 
a.m. - 2 p.m. both days. A third 
date is TBA. Come for any 
amount of time.
• Location: Trabuco Presbyterian 
Church, 31802 Las Amigas Drive, 
Trabuco Canyon
• No experience needed; you’ll 
do things like paint sets (nothing 
artistic), glue and staple. 
• Refreshments served.
• If you can volunteer, please 
RSVP to Sheryll Grogan at 
sgrogan@stjohns-es.org or 
949.292.8131.

 

VBS is Monday through Friday, 
June 22 - 26, 9 a.m. to Noon 
each day. Our VBS is hugely 
popular; registration begins 
Monday, March 16 at 8 a.m. 
The reg link will be publicized 
closer to the reg date.
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PAGE 1 CONTINUES
The Episcopal Church to incorporate Turn—Learn—Pray—Worship—Bless—Go—Rest as an intentional, 
Spirit-led path to following Jesus. 

Informed by scripture and inspired through prayer, these practices offer the opportunity to transform our 
relationship with ourselves, with our family and communities, and with our Savior. The books are on sale for 
$13/each on Sunday (pay by cash, check or Text to Give) and are also available in the Church Office, where you 
may pay with cash, check, or credit card.  
The Sunday Faith Formation class from 9-9:50 a.m. in the Learning Commons will also explore Bishop Curry’s 
Seven Spiritual practices from February 16 to March 29. 

This ministry, established eight years ago by Josh Bradshaw, son of Roger and Joanne Bradshaw, gathers one 
Saturday a month in Santa Ana to serve breakfast to the women residents of Isaiah House, a ministry providing 
shelter and training to formerly homeless women. 
 
The ministry helped Emily learn about herself, and that she enjoys helping people. “It’s not just providing the 
meals, it’s also socializing with the women residents and the other volunteers,” Emily said. Who volunteers? 
High School students, Youth Group members, singles, husbands and wives, a dad and a child — anyone can 
pitch in. 
 
Her biggest takeaway from Isaiah House is that homelessness, especially in Orange County, is so commonly 
overlooked, “I’d go to San Diego with my Mom and we’d give food to homeless people. I thought it was a 
problem just in big cities like New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago, but it’s a problem everywhere. It let me see 
that no matter where I go there’s homelessness, and people need help.” 
 
The other Saturday breakfasts are served by other organizations from throughout Orange County. What would 
happen if Saturday breakfasts weren’t brought in by volunteer groups? The IH residents would have to work 
their regular paying jobs, then work weekends preparing food for themselves and the Sunday feed they prepare 
and serve to Santa Ana’s street population. The Saturday morning breakfast brought in by others allows IH 
residents a rare moment of respite. 
 
And going forward? Emily said the end of her Isaiah House tenure won’t stop her volunteering. She plans 
to become a registered nurse and to specialize in pediatrics. She’s currently taking an emergency medical 
responder course as she wraps up her senior year. She’d like to stay in California for nursing school, but said 
Arizona is also an option. Wherever she ends up she’ll find a place to volunteer.  
 
If you’d like to get on the Isaiah House volunteer reminder list, email Emily: er.salvanera@gmail.com 
Volunteers meet from 9 a.m. to about 10:30 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month at IH, 316 S. Cypress 
Street, Santa Ana. Let Emily know you’ll volunteer and she’ll let you know what to bring. It could be an egg 
dish, fruit salad, croissants, muffins, hash browns, bacon, juice, or another item.  
 Emily’s parents are Roland and Eleanor Salvanera of Mission Viejo. 
 
            

pg 1. . . The Way of Love!

pg 1. . . Emily Salvanera
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repentance is to please God or a simple way to make 
us better people. Let me explain…

We do, I believe, please God by what we do, by our 
worship and by how we treat each other. HOWEVER, 
when we do these things thinking we need to please 
God in order to be justified or find favor/love with 
God, we are really wrong. You see, God has already 
decided to love you. By giving you life, by making 
you an heir to the gifts of creation, God is showering 
you with love, abundance, grace, and favor! There 
can be no earning of these gifts — since we have 
already been given them! 
 
Some followers of Jesus conclude that we have the 
command from God to “Love God and to Love others 
as ourselves” and are therefore bound to obey. But I 
don’t believe we can be commanded to love – either 
God or each other. Love given under duress is not 
freely given, does not come from the heart, and 
therefore is something much less than love. 
 
Instead, consider the magnitude and value of the love 
we receive from God. It is so unimaginably perfect, 
so completely free, that if we could comprehend a 
small fraction of this gift, we would be helpless but 
to be transformed by it. A love this grand — when 
appreciated — is transforming, and becomes the 
motivation for our love of others and our love of God. 
When the depth of this love penetrates our heart and 
our thoughts, we discover that loving our neighbor 

pg. 1. . . Allow Lent to Minister to You . . .
and our world is our response to God’s love — it’s 
how we love God! In this paradigm, our lives change 
(we become better) because love lifts all, risks become 
mitigated, and pain begins to pale in the warm salve of 
God’s love.

So, consider repentance in this context. Though there 
are eons of spiritual traditions that extol the virtues of 
making lists of our sins, asking for forgiveness of them, 
and making oaths to avoid them, when we consider that 
God has already forgiven us of them out of love, the 
exercise becomes very self-serving. If true, what then is 
left of repentance? Towards what are we turning, if not 
away from our sins and towards God? 
 
Perhaps our Lenten ‘turning’ can be a coming closer to 
God to appreciate the depth of love we have from God. 
Turning away from all that distracts us from the exalted 
position of being God’s children allows us to focus 
more sharply on that transformative love and letting it 
transform us. 
 
This kind of love, the kind that transforms us, is 
available in human relationships as well; but it is very 
costly. The price of this kind of transforming love is 
CHANGE: personal change, spiritual change, thought 
change, even how we worship. Yet, how many times has 
our resistance to change limited the love we give and 
take in relationships? “I love you, please love me. Just 
don’t ask me to change” is never said, but frequently 
lived. 
 
Perhaps our resistance to the deep change to which 
God’s love invites us is why we have the reminders 
of repentance during Lent. Being the objects of God’s 
love is reassuring and affirming. However, if we have 
become inured by the thought of this love – perhaps 
ignoring its impact, repentance invites us to turn towards 
that love again, to see it anew and to appreciate it for 
its immeasurable worth. 
 
May this Season of Lent bring you many 
opportunities for repentance and to a greater 
appreciation of just how much you are loved.



    YOUTH GROUP
SHAKES IT UP!

  INTERESTED IN YOUTH GROUP? >> CONTACT SCHOOL CHAPLAIN & DIRECTOR OF  
  YOUTH MINISTRIES PATTI PEEBLES • 949.888.4536 AND SJECYOUTHGROUP@GMAIL.COM 

St. John’s Youth Group is shaking things up!

It’s a change from the traditional meet-once-a-week for pizza/activity/fellowship many of 
us remember from our YG days. But St. John’s is a place where helping others is part of our 
church’s DNA. This new approach 
to YG proactively offers multiple 
opportunities in the week to meet up 
with adults and help people in need. 
Our YG leaders are committed to 
walking a faith-filled road with the 
YG kids.
 
Here’s why:
   • Youth everywhere have expectations and pressures that call on them to study more, practice 
more, rehearse more, and travel more for their bazillion activities.
   • It’s a lot to take on, and our Youth Group leaders recognize this and are meeting the drain-
on-time issue with a twist in how the Youth Group meets up.  
Here’s what’s different:
   • The traditional Wednesday night gatherings are no longer.

   • Up front now is an expansion of opportunities for Youth Group members.

   • But wait, isn’t that just adding more expectations and pressure? Nope, not at all, and here’s 
why: Kids have different schedules, so what works for kids 1, 2, and 3 doesn’t work at all for 
kids 4, 5, and 6. The solution? An expansion of activities that help move the kids out into 
the world for service opportunities — in a format that fits individual schedules — but still 
encourages hanging out and staying in fellowship with one another. Service hours are always 
available for all service events each month.

Like what, specifically? Check it out:

   • One Monday a month YG members who can make it will pitch in at Park Terrace through St. 
John’s Caring for Precious Seniors (CAPS) ministry. They’ll spend an hour hanging with 

 pg. 6 ... Youth Group

6 Continued on pg. 7
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a YG leader, PT residents, playing Bingo and chatting. If the YG members have time, they can 
meet YG leaders before Bingo starts and have a quick dinner.
   • On the 1st or 3rd Wednesday 
of each month, right after school, 
YG members can meet a YG 
leader at Shepherd of the Hills 
Methodist Church and volunteer 
at the RSM Cares Food Pantry. 
We can serve anytime between 
2-5 p.m.

    • Once a month after 
school on a set Wednesday at 
6 p.m., and  set Thursday at 3:15 p.m., YG leaders will hang at the RSM Lake Starbucks for 
conversation and fellowship with YGers, and maybe a walk if the weather’s good.
   • Serve at Isaiah House in Santa Ana once a month on the second Saturday of every month, 
about 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the company of a YG leader.
   • Pitch in at Laundry Love the first Wednesday of every month at Sparklean Laundry in Lake 
Forest anytime between 5:45 and 9:30 p.m. where a YG leader will be present.
   • Once a month on a Sunday, YGers and leaders will meet after church for lunch, a hike, a 
movie and just to hang out together.   
YG leaders and members are using the Remind text system to let everyone know what’s 
happening weekly. 

Note: SJEC YG leaders are Mrs. Patti Peebles, School Chaplain & Director of 
Youth Ministries;  Dave and Mary Nichols; Bree Lintz; Joe Miramontes; and 
Mike Olivor.  

 pg. 6 ... Youth Group

PICS | WINTER RETREAT 
2020:

PG 6 YOUTH GROUP IN 
LEARNING COMMONS

PG 7 SATURDAY 
MORNING HOLY 
EUCHARIST

JOE MIRAMONTES 
TEACHES ABOUT “BLESS” 
FROM “THE WAY OF 
LOVE” 
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 OUTREACH 

COMES BACK
ST. JOHN’S SUPPORTS OFF-CAMPUS MINISTRIES

AND THANKS ARE RECEIVED
St. John’s through its Outreach Committee and funded via church member 
donations, supports a variety of ministries that help others. Recently we received 
thank you notes from two organizations, and share them here. 

. . . and a lovely note from Leia Smith of Isaiah House in Santa Ana which provides 
housing and assistance to formerly homeless women:
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By Leslie 
Eskildsen

Our 2020 Family 
Meeting was held 
Sunday, January 
26 with the St. 
John’s community 
gathering for one 
service which 
included our annual 
meeting.  
During the meeting 
attendees voted 
for two candidates 
for the open 
positions on the 
Bishop’s Committee 
vacated by Phil 
Bowman and 

Erin Schwarz who have both served the 
maximum term according to our bylaws.  Nominees 
were Brenna Hayden, Breana Hinson, 
Scotty King, and Mike DeVries. Scotty 
King and Mike DeVries were announced 
as the newest Bishop’s Committee members.  
Elizabeth Adams was aproved for a second term. 
In addition, confirmed as Diocesan convention 
delegates were Jon Achee, Sheryll Grogan, 
Rene Harwood, and Lisa Naulls, along with 
alternates Lara Barbara and Karen Warner.  
There was a lively discussion regarding 
the 2020 budget, during which our 
Treasurer, Elizabeth Adams, and Bishop’s 
Warden Joanne Bradshaw fielded thoughtful 
questions. We were presented with a budget based 
on pledge cards in-hand as well as projections of 
pledges to come, based on our track record over 
the last decade and more.  Several people were 
concerned about the gap between expenses and 
projected income, and Elizabeth and Joanne assured 
us all that we are on the right trajectory based on 
past performance. 
 
Elizabeth went on to explain that the Bishop’s 
Committee reviews the budget monthly, and 

FAMILY MEETING UPDATE
much care and prayer goes into analyzing the 
plan of actual revenue and expenses, adjusting as 
required to keep us on track.   
Jim Leach gave an update on the Gratitude 
Committee, responsible for stewardship and 
pledging, after which Roger Bradshaw reviewed 
the many ways we can submit our donations, 
including a new smart phone app. 
 
Toward the end of the meeting,  Hugh Cook, 
a member of the Bishop’s Committee, shared St. 
John’s new vision and mission statement:
   VISION 
We are thriving as a grateful, open and 
affirming community of worship and 
learning; where love and welcome move us 
toward God’s reign by emulating Christ so 
hunger, isolation, and fear are no more.
            MISSION 
Inspired by Christ and empowered by the 
Spirit, the people of St. John’s:

¨ Love God 
¨ Love our neighbors… ALL of them 
¨ Gather and grow together as a spiritual, 
educational, and inclusive community 
¨ Rely on scripture, embrace tradition, and 
practice prayerful reflection 
¨ Exercise responsible stewardship of God’s 
gifts and resources 
 
After church and conclusion of the business 
meeting, we gathered in the Cardinal Gym for a 
very lively Ministry Faire and Chili Cook-off.  All 
of the ministries were represented with ministry 
leaders at the tables in order to answer questions 
of passers-by, accept new volunteers, and accept 
prayers.  A highlight was the interactive Bingo game 
that required participants to visit each ministry table 
to receive a colored sticker if they could identify 
the question on the bingo card that was about each 
ministry. 
 
Andrea Patton won best overall chili at the Chili 
Cook-off. 
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By the Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar

Lent 2020 will look and feel much like last year 
did for us. These are some of the highlights and 
movements we hope foster a sense of the season. 
 
For the Sundays of Lent, the altar environment 
will be presented as a stark environment. We wish 
to convey in the environment a ‘stripping away’ of 
the distractions in our lives that keep us from a clear 
focus on the essentials of faith (Word, Communion, 
Worship). Chairs will be taken away, and the altar 
party will sit in the first two rows of chairs in the 
main body of the church. The candles will be 
gathered together on one side of the altar, surrounded 
by succulents as a sign of the light that promises 
blessings, growth, and new life. The children of the 
school are ceremoniously and visually occluding our 
view of the word, “Alleluia” during Lent, and you 
will see evidence of this in the body of the sanctuary. 
 
As usual, you will see our traditional wrapping of 
the crosses in our worship space, signifying our 
mourning for the coming suffering of Christ. 
 
Ash Wednesday – two services: Noon and 7 
p.m., with Ashes to Go in the morning at school 
student drop-off. At the evening service, we will 
have the joys of Taizé music accompanying us in 
prayer.  

 
Sundays in Lent will have a unique call to 
worship and litany, expressing our journey in Lent 
and our communal willingness to enter into the acts 
of repentance.  
 
On Palm Sunday we will celebrate with glorious 
music at both 8 and 10 a.m. We begin by gathering 
on the patio with the Blessing of the Palms. 
 
We will celebrate Maundy Thursday with a Holy 
Meal again this year. More on this later. 
 
Easter Vigil will be different this year, in that 
the youth are taking the year off from these duties. 
Details are still being worked out, though the time 
of the service will remain the same, 7 p.m. and will 
include a baptism or three.  
 
Easter morning, that glorious show of grace, 
hope, and resurrection, will be marked with grand 
music at both the 8 and 10 a.m. services.  
 
Please join us for as many and as much worship 
time as you are able. May the spirit of renewal, 
repentance, and resurrection find you this Lent and 
bring you to new life in Christ.

LENT, HOLY WEEK
AND EASTER 
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Clergy and Staff of  
St. John’S ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar  
[949] 888.4568 or [951] 204.3555 
cpotter@stjohns-es.org

The Rev. Karen Maurer, Associate Vicar 
[949] 888.4595 x239   kmaurer@stjohns-es.org

Patrick McHonett, Head of School 
[949] 858.5144 x222   pmchonett@stjohns-es.org

Patti Peebles, Youth Pastor and School Chaplain  
[949] 888.4536 or [949] 290.0833 
sjecyouthgroup@gmail.com

Dr. Johannes M. Stosch, Director of Music 
Ministry
[562] 985.5435   jmstosch@gmail.com

Sheryll Grogan, Sunday School Director  
[949] 858.0773   sgrogan@stjohns-es.org

Lorraine Kamholz, Assistant Sunday School 
Director  
[949] 766.1504   lkamholz@stjohns-es.org

Cynthia A. Drennan, Administrator  
[949] 888.4534   cdrennan@stjohns-es.org

Roger Bradshaw, Assistant Administrator 
[949] 888.4595, x206   rbradshaw@stjohns-es.org

BiShop’S Committee of  
St. John’S ChurCh

The Rev. Christopher Potter, Vicar
Joanne Bradshaw, Bishop’s Warden
Jim Leach, People’s Warden
Elizabeth Adams, Treasurer 
Paul Hinson, Clerk
 
Margaret Campbell
Hugh Cook
Mike DeVries
Steve Green 
Andy Guilford
Scotty King
BJ Sullivan 
 
youth ex-offiCio memBerS   
Brenna Hayden and Breana Hinson
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