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We Enter Holy Week, But Hope is On The Horizon
homes or to hospitals, the
mail and letters exchanged in
anticipation of Holy Week – the
real joke is that Easter is still
and will always be the favorite
time of year in the life of a
priest.

by Fr. Christopher Potter, Vicar
May the God of Resurrection
transform us into people living
life in all its wonder, all its
glory, and in all its beauty.
The joke this year for Easter is
not that it falls on April Fools’
Day. The joke is that for all the
hard work, the exhausting hours
planning, the innumerable
contacts that must be made,
the unplanned runs to people’s

Being with you for my first
Easter at St. John’s is such
an honor and a thrill! This
community displays constantly
the Resurrection Presence
of Jesus, the joy of being a
Christian, and where Easter
becomes the “icing on the cake”
in our life of faith together. It
reminds me of the excitement
and anticipation I felt for Holy
Week that I experienced as a
child, a young man, and as a
new priest.
When I was a child, Easter was
far more than an early Sunday
morning in Spring peppered
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with chocolates, poorlyhidden hard-boiled colored
eggs in the back yard, more
than the laboriously difficult
homemade sugar shells with
a diorama of Resurrection
scenes and plastic green grass,
nor the endless supply of food
on the dinner table. But I do so
fondly remember those things!
I still have in my mouth the
exquisite taste of mother’s

Continued on pg 2

June 24:
Bishop’s
Visit and
Confirmation
Sunday, June 24 St. John’s will
celebrate with our former vicar,
the Rt. Rev. John Harvey Taylor
as he pays us his first official
visit as a Bishop! In addition to
preaching and celebrating the
Eucharist, at 10 a.m., Bishop
Taylor will confer the Rite of
Confirmation for young adults
or adults, and welcome new
Episcopalians into the church
by formal Reception or confer

Continued on pg 6

Holy Week
Continued from pg 1

hand-made chocolate Easter Eggs that, to this day,
she denies spiking with coffee. However, I believe
they were single-handedly responsible for a brood
of children climbing on furniture and jumping in
the backyard with jittery legs.
As a child, the celebration of Easter began at
church with Palm Sunday. In my mind, I was always
either an acolyte, an organist, or an instrumentalist
and had very specific functions to satisfy. In
those days, planning for the feast took the guise
of meeting an hour before services and figuring
out where to go, what to sing or what color robes
we got to put on that day. As time progressed,
I took a more active role in decorating the preEaster sanctuary with tall branches from date palm
trees and a few fan palms tossed around the altar.
Little could I have guessed then how invested I
would become as a priest in having the sanctuary
decorations match the beauty and depth of the
Liturgical Seasons.
The next “Special Day” we had was always
Maundy Thursday (‘Holy Thursday’ for Catholics).
I shall always remember the time the pastor
asked my father to be one of those whose feet
he would wash before the service that night. He
was simultaneously honored and horrified at the
request. He was one of 12 men (only, in those days)
in a large parish who submitted to letting the
pastor wash what dad considered the most ignoble
parts of his body, his feet.
After the services on Maundy Thursday, there
was a community effort at stripping the altar
and sanctuary of all things decorative. This was
done with quiet tones and reverence. I can still
remember precisely in what part of the sacristy
certain objects were supposed to go for the next
two and a half days.
However, the real treat on Maundy Thursday
came when we were done ‘un-decorating’ the
church. Those who facilitated the stripping of the
sanctuary space were all treated to pizza and soda
at King Arthur’s Pizza, still the standard for me
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by which all pizza shall be measured. It must have
been quite an expense for our small parish because
about 25 of us – children and adults – ate dinner
together that night. I figure that as my peers and
I aged, the bill for the pizza must have also risen
exponentially. My brother and my friends and
I would compete to see if we could individually
finish a pizza that was intended to feed a family of
FOUR! I am here to tell you that, for a small-framed
kid at 15 or 16, I was the reigning ruler of pizza
consumption.
As I look back on those days now, it isn’t in the
stripping of the sanctuary space, or in the pizza or
the overeating that I revel; it is in the closeness
I felt with the community of people who prayed
together, worshipped together, who took ownership
of our common worship space and who celebrated
together with good food and company. As a priest,
this became for me celebrating Maundy Thursday
by gathering the church family together and
celebrating with a full meal of lamb, vegetables,
humus, apple sauce, bread, and wine – all in the
context of a Eucharist. Taking its structure from
ancient Seder meals, this one adds the beauty and
enormity of celebrating the Eucharist in a way that,
most likely, Jesus did on the night he was given
over to death.
Good Friday is for me, as it always has been, a day
of silence, reflection, and deep prayer all within
my community. It is the one day in our liturgical
year that peculiarly, the church asks me to consider
how the Christological Event (the birth, gospel,
betrayal, death, resurrection, and ascension of
Jesus) affects ME. All other times, it’s about the
community and me. But on this day, I am caught by
the harsh light of the cross where I stand convicted
of my brokenness, my sinfulness, and my utter
dependence of finding – through God’s grace – a
way out of my guilt and shame.
As a young priest, I remember this day as being
a day of hunger. After the revelry of Maundy
Thursday, I would choose to fast Thursday night
until Easter morning from all food except bread
and water. Doing so, I felt united with the pangs
of death that seemed to hold Jesus in the tomb.
(Embarrassingly, I would buy three fresh, hot
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Holy Week
The Sunday of the Passion: PALM SUNDAY |
Choral Holy Eucharist with Passion Narrative

Sunday, March 25 • 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Palm Sunday is the Church’s day of paradox, of evil intruding on light, of joyous celebration and then ultimate
loss. We begin by memorializing Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, while people
threw palm branches at his feet and shouted their “Hosannas.” Our worship begins outside, in the courtyard
near the fountain. Come prepared to march into church with the children and choir, sing “All Glory, Laud and
Honor,” and wave your palms. Darkness falls all too soon. The service includes our lectors and the people
of God enacting the gospel story of Jesus’s Passion and death, the entry point for Holy Week. Childcare is
available at both services.

The Wednesday in Holy Week | Wednesday, March 28 • 7 p.m.

Guided Stations of the Cross with Fr. Christopher
For hundreds of years, pilgrims have visited Jerusalem to walk the Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa
(way of sorrows) and in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, built over the traditional sites of Jesus’s crucifixion
and Resurrection. Most of the 14 Stations memorialize Bible events; the others are based on the Church’s
ancient traditions. We walk the Stations to participate in Jesus Christ’s suffering and deepen our faith. Our
late artist emeritus, John Castelli, carved the St. John’s Stations. Fr. Christopher will begin the walk and
invite others to take turns as leaders. Childcare is not available at this service. Young people and children are
encouraged to attend.

Maundy Thursday | Thursday, March 29 • 7 p.m.

Choral Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar
Most authorities believe that “Maundy” comes from the Latin word for commandment. According to John
13:34, on his last night of freedom Jesus gave his disciples “a new commandment, that you love one another, just
as I have loved you…” This solemn liturgy (the first of three days of worship called the Triduum) invokes the
Last Supper and Jesus’s agony and betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane. Before we leave the church, the St.
John’s Altar Guild strips the altar, symbolic of the light going out of the world in anticipation of Jesus’s death.
Childcare is available at this service by request only. Please contact the church office by Sunday, March 25.

All-Night Prayer Vigil | Thursday, March 29 • Begins about 9 p.m.

[at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service]
Concludes noon, Good Friday, March 30
The prayer vigil begins at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service, continues through the night, and
concludes on Good Friday at noon. Those who have signed up take turns spending an hour in quiet meditation
and prayer, keeping vigil with our Lord. The inspiration for the vigil is from the Gospels of Mark and Matthew,
when, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asks the sleeping disciples, “Could you not watch one hour? Watch
and pray…” (Mark 14:38). An hour may be kept by one or more persons. Sign up in the narthex. Childcare is
not available during the Vigil.

Good Friday | Friday, March 30 • Noon—3 p.m.

Self-Guided Stations of the Cross
Much like Wednesday’s service, this is an opportunity to walk the Stations in solitude, taking as much time as you
need at each Station. Enter the church, pick up one of the Stations of the Cross booklets, and begin your journey.
7 p.m. — Good Friday Liturgy
Our Good Friday service, the second in the Triduum, is the most stark and solemn of the church year. The altar
ornaments are gone. Holy Eucharist, or the mass, is not said. After the reading of scripture, a homily, and the
prayers, the people gather inside the altar rails as though they were witnesses to Jesus’s crucifixion. Childcare
is available at this service by request only. Please contact the church office by Sunday, March 25.
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Holy Week
Continued from pg 2
baguettes from the boulangerie in town and on
which I would sumptuously feast for the next three
days. I rather lost the point of fasting, no?)
In my days as a new Episcopalian, my community
celebrated Good Friday with particular simplicity
and beauty. I recall moments that brought me
to tears as we ritualized our prayers and our
confessions, wrapping them symbolically around
a cross, rough-hewn from natural woods. There,
nailed to the cross, a symbol of our brokenness
stood for the next two days reminding us that
we are alone neither in our sinfulness nor in our
redemption.
For a few years, I was part of a community
that wanted the full experience of a Vigil before
Easter morning. We gathered outside at sundown
on the eve of Holy Saturday in an area where we
ceremoniously lit a bonfire and where we could sit
for the night, praying and reading. At each hour, a
scripture story (the ones appointed for the Vigil),
was proclaimed and we would share our dreams,
thoughts, and hopes about life. Then, about 10
minutes before sunrise, we would all stand up,
face east and wait in silence to see if THAT would
be the Easter morning on which God would send
Jesus back to us. If the SUN rose before the SON
returned, we would then light the Easter candle,
sing the Exultet and proceed ceremoniously into the
darkened church. When all were present, the horns
would sound, all the lights would go on, and we
would sing – nay, we would SHOUT – that Jesus is
risen, and then begin singing the Gloria.
After that First Eucharist of Easter, we would
break our fasts with coffee, champagne and hot
cross buns in the courtyard of the church. The
sense that we had become a closer, more loving
community after that Lenten journey together was
obvious to anyone who would see us that day.
For all the priests who had joined in that all
night celebration, the morning light brought us
face to face with the reality of the Feast: we had
at least three, sometimes five celebrations of the
Easter Eucharist with our churches that morning.
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We had to delay our ‘recovery sleep’ until our
beloved duties were complete. THIS IS WHY I took
a week off after Easters like that: it would take five
days for me to catch up with the lost sleep of the
previous week.

No matter where I am or how I celebrate Easter
these days, it will always bring up these memories
and feelings of being achingly close to Jesus and
to my worshipping community. Easter is not a
celebration of reminiscence for me now, but a
feast where I encounter God in whatever ways God
wishes to come to me. Easter was never about the
activities of my body and mind during those days.
It is about God wanting to meet me where I am at
that time. Easter is about coming face to face with a
victorious Jesus as he rides a donkey into Jerusalem
and what I felt as I stood convicted in the shadow
of his cross. It is about giving over my spirit to
calm places while I went looking for Jesus in the
empty tombs around me. Easter is about breaking
bread with my church family and listening to their
brave stories of how they encountered God while
journeying through Lent. Easter is about finding
hope – even when tough circumstances try to
knock us off our feet and lay us low.
Easter is about us; about us and God. God made
a covenant with us long ago when the words, “Let
there be light” were first uttered from heavenly
thrones. From that moment to this day, God wants
us, loves us, and does everything possible to pull us
closer to God. God creates us because God is love,
and love creates beauty and closeness and welcome
and warmth.
Celebrating Easter is being part of a community
that made a decision to live together in good times
and bad, when we are joyful and when life tries to
beat us down. This community makes a choice to
come together to hear the words of the promise
first uttered by God at creation: “I am your God
and you are mine because I love you.” This is the
season we remember that we have a share in the
life transformed by the Resurrected Jesus – a life
that defines us as sisters and brothers, a life where
sins are forgiven, where nothing can keep us from
the love of God, and where one day, we will wake
up, turn to the East and recognize – through our
love for each other – that Jesus is back and that he
had never left us alone.

Celebrate
the Resurrection | HOLY SATURDAY
Saturday, March 31 • 7 p.m.
The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Eucharist and Baptisms

This ancient liturgy, led by St. John’s youth group, is the first service of Easter and was the traditional time for
baptism in the early centuries of the Church. The service begins on the courtyard in darkness. A new fire is
lit, from which the Paschal candle is lighted. It signifies the Light of Christ coming into the world anew at the
Resurrection. The service ends the season of Lent and begins the joy of the Easter season. We listen to the story
of redemption from scripture lessons. With the Easter acclamation, we proclaim the Resurrection of Jesus and
celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. Childcare is available at this service.

The Sunday of the Resurrection | EASTER DAY
Sunday, April 1 • 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Festive Holy Eucharist

The great day of Easter is a mighty victory celebration and the bedrock foundation of the Christian faith. Join
us for the joyous celebration of Christ’s victory over death and of our new life in Christ! Nursery care available
for ages 3 and under during both services.

Bring A Flower To Church On Easter Day

Each Easter all are welcome to bring a flower from home to add to the Easter cross before you enter church.
Placing a flower on the cross with a prayer of thanksgiving acknowledging the blessings in our lives is a great
way to start the Easter service. This is a wonderful tradition especially for our children. Extra flowers will be
available in a container at the foot of the cross! The flower cross is also a great backdrop for those family Easter
photos!
Easter Egg Hunt [Following the 10 a.m. service]
All children are invited to join in the Easter Egg Hunt. We’ll gather on the courtyard immediately following the
conclusion of the worship service. Parents — no need to bring anything, just the kids! NOTE: Parents, please
encourage your children to keep the area tidy, and pick up after themselves. Thank you!

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (similar to the Roman Catholic practice of
individual confession) is offered at St. John’s by appointment, during this sacred
season and all times. The liturgies appear in the
Book of Common Prayer on pages 447-452.
For an appointment, please contact Fr. Christopher, cpotter@stjohns-es.org
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Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation . . .
Continued from pg 1
prayers upon those who wish to reaffirm their
Baptismal Vows in a formal way.
The sacramental rite of Confirmation allows
the candidate to “express a mature commitment
to Christ and receive strength from the Holy
Spirit through prayer and
the laying on of hands by a
bishop” (BCP p. 860). Those
who were baptized at an
early age and those baptized
as adults without laying
on of hands by a bishop
usually make a mature
public affirmation of their
faith, recommit themselves
to the responsibilities of
their baptism, and receive laying on of hands by
a bishop (BCP, p. 412). Adults baptized with the
laying on of hands by a bishop are considered to
be confirmed.
The Prayer Book rite for Confirmation includes
forms for Reception and the Reaffirmation of
Baptismal Vows. Those who have already made
a mature Christian commitment in another
denomination are recognized as members of the
one holy catholic and apostolic church. When
these Christians feel the call, they are received
into the fellowship of the Episcopal Church and
the Anglican Communion. Others who have
experienced a renewal of faith or desire to renew
their Christian commitment may also reaffirm
their baptismal vows. Reaffirmation may be
repeated, depending on the pastoral needs of the
person.
Preparation for all of these sacred rites should
help the candidates discover the meaning of
Christian commitment in their lives and explore
ways that their Christian commitment can be lived.
This preparation may draw upon the baptismal
covenant (BCP, pp. 416-417) and upon An Outline
of the Faith (BCP, pp. 845-862). Confirmation,
Reception, and Reaffirmation are all rooted in the
baptismal covenant.
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Candidates for Confirmation, Reception, and
Reaffirmation are presented to the Bishop when
a Bishop comes to visit a parish. Candidates may
have individual presenters who will support and
mentor them in their Christian life by prayer,
teaching, and example. It is not necessary that
the presenters be members of the clergy. The
candidates reaffirm their renunciation of evil and
renew their commitment
to the Way of Jesus Christ.
They reaffirm the promises
made by them or for
them at the time of their
baptism. Those present in
the congregation promise
also to do all in their power
to support and love the
candidates in their common
life in Christ. The Bishop
leads the congregation in renewing the
baptismal covenant and then lays hands
on
each
candidate
for
Confirmation.
The Episcopal Church’s theology of
Confirmation has continued to evolve along with
its understanding of baptism. Confirmation is
no longer seen as the completion of Christian
initiation, nor is Confirmation a prerequisite for
receiving communion. Baptism is full initiation by
water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s body the
church (BCP, p. 298). Accordingly, Confirmation
has been increasingly understood in terms of a
mature, public reaffirmation of the Christian faith
and the baptismal promises and a way to formalize
membership in the congregation of St. John’s.
If you’re interested in being Confirmed or
Received in to the Episcopal Church or wish to
Reaffirm your Baptismal Vows while Bishop Taylor
is here this June, please contact:
Fr. Christopher at cpotter@stjohns-es.org or
Cindy Drennan at cdrennan@stjohns-es.org or
Roger Bradshaw at rbradshaw@stjohns-es.org
Our youth leaders have already reached out to our
young people and their process for Confirmation is
already under way. For adults, we will contact you
directly after Easter with information regarding
preparation.
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GOLF TOURNAMENT
Dove Canyon Golf Club
Friday, April 27

11:30 a.m. Registration
1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start
$225 per Golfer
$900 per Foursome
$1300 Hole Sponsorship

Includes Foursome, Four Supertickets and Tee Sign

$50 Superticket

Includes registration lunch, on-course food,
beverages, tee advantages, hand rolled cigar,
brief sports massage, games, and most contests

$40 Dinner Only
Invite a guest to join

Purchase tickets online at:
https://www.501auctions.com/sjesgolf2018

2018 St. John's Golf Tournament Underwriting Opportunities
Underwriting Opportunity
Swag Hat

$2,500

Lunch - Dogzilla

$1,500

Snack - Tocos Ocampo

$1,000

El Canito Cigars

$1,000

Hit The Spot Massages

$500

Selma's Beer and Pizza Station

$1000

Laguna Brewing Beer Station

$500

Kettle One Station

$500

Beer on course

$1,000

Drinks on Course

$500

Putting Contest

$200

Longest Drive

$200

Straightest Drive

$200

Closest to the pin

$200

Soccer Goal Advancement

$200

Chip Shot Advancement

$200

Bean Bag Toss Advancement

$200

1st Place Wine

$400

2nd Place Wine

$300

3rd Place Wine

$200

Photographer - Brittney Keene

$1,000

DJ

$1,000

Tee Signs

$500

Ice and Bins

$1,000

$1,000,000 Shot Insurance

$1,000

$100,000 Shot Insurance
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Underwriting Amount

$400

19th Hole Hosted bar
$1,500
*St. John’s Episcopal School is a non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible. Tax ID #93-0998078.
For more information, please contact:
Jennifer Miramontes, Director of Advancement at jmiramontes@stjohns-es.org.
www.501auctions.com/sjesgolf2018

St. John’s Invites Kids to
Shipwrecked VBS:
Rescued by Jesus!
A summer kids’ event called “Shipwrecked VBS” will be held at St. John’s Church Monday
through Friday, June 18-22, 2018 from 9 a.m. to noon! At Shipwrecked, kids discover that
Jesus rescues them! Daily activities begin with Castaway Sing and Play and include Ship
Rec Games, Tropical Treats, Bible Discovery, KidVid Cinema, Imagination Station, and testing
out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. The best part?
All week long they’ll look for clues that God is still around us doing incredible, awesome,
surprising, amazing things! Each day finishes up with the Sail Away Sendoff that gets
everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family members and friends are encouraged
to join in daily for this special time at about 11:30 a.m. in the church.
The kids will also participate in an “Operation Kid-to-Kid” project that gives them the
opportunity to share God’s love by donating money to help those affected by natural disasters
this past year.
Shipwrecked is for kids from 4 years old (as of May 1, 2018) to current 4th graders. The
registration fee for VBS is $55 per participant and includes a VBS t-shirt, games,
gizmos, snacks, and excitement. Current fifth graders through young adults are invited to
register as volunteer crew leaders and station leaders (registration fee of $15 and also includes
a Shipwreck t-shirt). A CD of all the VBS Shipwrecked songs is available for an additional $10. 		
		
Registration begins online Sunday, April 8.
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