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BUILDING OUR FAITH
Acolytes - Paul V. Reza

• 2018 Successes:
We welcomed new Acolyte Lauren Potter and bid 
our best to Emily Ferguson and Sean Duhey as they 
concluded their service and began college.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
The Acolyte program welcomes any interested students 
to join the team. Service participation is scheduled at 

Altar Guild - Shirlee Koons
• 2018 Successes:  
Altar Guild is a quiet but busy behind the 
scenes ministry. We have the privilege of 
dressing the church for all its services. 
Everything from regular weekend services, 
All School Eucharists, Weddings, Funerals, 
Baptisms, Confirmation, Easter, Christmas and 
even a portable Eucharist set up for off campus 
services. We oversee the care of the priests’ 
beautiful vestments and items used in these 
and many other services.
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Through attrition, age, and illness we have lost 
some members so in 2019 we will be looking 

to refill our ranks. Both women and men are welcome to come and see if this might be your new ministry.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Although we do cover the same services every year it is never boring. We have been blessed with beautiful 
items for all the seasons of the church year and we spend a lot time keeping them in the best condition possible. 
Working as closely as we all do, we become more than just friends and through the years we have built a strong 
support system for each other. Please feel free to seek out any of our members for their thoughts about Altar 
Guild. They are: Jan Arndt, Carol Atkins, Cheryl Dunn, Anita Graham, Trinh Hinson, Barbara Mysko, Christy 
Morinello, Robin Nelson, Judy Parker, Pat Pearson, Laura Pratt, Christine Swanson, Monica Swanson and our 
florist Kathe Hayden. If you are interested in looking at the Altar Guild as your ministry please feel free to call 
me, Altar Guild Directress Shirlee Koons at 949.586.1085.

least once a month and special services as needed. The Acolyte program leaders have a goal for members to 
participate in Acolyte events in the Diocese of Los Angeles (March 2019) and the National Acolyte Festival in 
Washington D.C. in October 2019.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Acolytes are part of the worship experience at St. John’s, serving the community in support of the worship 
participants and being examples of service in the name of the Lord. Young people from the 5th Grade to age 120 
are welcome to participate. Monte Nelson leads the training team.



St. John’s Bible Fellowship - Linda Allport
• 2018 Successes:
We completed our study of Galatians in early Spring; studied selected Psalms to complete the 2018 school year; 
welcomed Rev. Karen Maurer to the group; had a fun social gathering during the Summer (the study goes on 
hiatus every Summer); began our study of the Acts of the Apostles in the Fall.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
We’ll continue our study of the Book of Acts; and encourage more members and newcomers to come to the 
study. 

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
For about 10 years, a mid-week Bible study has been offered at St. John’s at 7 p.m. on Tuesday nights. The 
study is usually led by the Vicar or Associate Vicar, and occasionally by me or other lay participants. This 
evening study is for both men and women and has been the vehicle for bringing many newcomers into the St. 
John’s fold. We take our time in our study of scripture passages, making sure to allow for lots of interactive 
and in-depth discussions. After a few years, we renamed our group to Bible Fellowship, which more aptly 
describes the relationships that we develop as we study together. A reminder: there is no homework, no required 
commitment of attendance. A half hour before class begins, we often get coffee at Starbucks, then head back to 
church. If you can’t make it for coffee, we’ll see you in class.

Audio/Sound - Dale Griffith

• 2018 Successes: 
This past year we obtained new digital wireless microphones. The old equipment was about past its usefulness, 
but the FCC had reallocated the spectrum in which our microphones operated and it will soon not be legal to use 
the old units. Running the audio system is a bit like cleaning house — it’s only noticeable when not done well. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
We’ll continue providing coverage at St. John’s services.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Assuring that each participant in the Sunday worship service can be heard clearly. There is a hearing assist 
system for those with hearing difficulty, which consist of small receivers and an “over the ear” speaker. These 
are available in the Narthex. There is also a quiet room for parents with infant children who might fuss. The 
sound is piped into this room so that any noises within the room will not affect the congregation, but the service 
can be heard and seen from inside the room. We arrive before the service starts in order to set up the necessary 
microphones, set out the hearing assist receivers in the Narthex, and attend to other minor arrangements that 
may be needed for the service. The 10 a.m. Sunday service is recorded, so the recorder is started before the 
service commences. The microphone controls are adjusted as necessary depending on the speaker. After the 
service the equipment is returned to where it is stored and the church is left ready for the next user. Data from 
the recorded service is processed later to collect the desired portions. The anthems are converted to MP3 format 
and sent to the music director who distributes them to the choir members, The sermon is processed to make both 
an MP3 file to be posted on the church’s website and as audio CDs which are available the next Sunday in the 
Narthex.



Education for Ministry - Wayne Kempe

• 2018 Successes:  
A seminar group meets for 36 weeks per year and has weekly 
reading assignments in scripture, commentaries, or textbooks, 
though there are no lectures, exams, or grades. A Reading and 
Resource Guide, prepared by the University, leads the participants 
through the year and offers focus questions for the reflection 
process. In learning to view life through a theological lens, EfM 
participants see that everything we do, including our work and our 
relationships, has the potential for ministry and for manifesting the 
love of Christ.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Registration begins in May for the 2019-2020 EfM year, which 
starts in September. Contact Wayne Kempe at wayne.kempe@
gmail.com or leave a message in the Church Office. 

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Many people think that one must be ordained in order to be “a 
minister.” In fact, all baptized Christians are called to be active 
participants in the church’s ministry – exercising our calling 
to reconcile the world to God. The program began in 1975 
as a distance-learning concept by the School of Theology of 
the University of the South, an Episcopal school in Sewanee 
Tennessee. Since then, there have been more than 80,000 
participants in 91 U.S. dioceses. 37,000 have completed all four 
years. St. John’s group started six years ago with Wayne Kempe 
as mentor. He is completing his thirteenth year as a mentor in 
parishes in OC.

The goal is to connect personal faith with daily lives, and to 
discover how personal gifts and abilities can contribute to the 
ministry of the Church in the world. EfM invites participants into 
a small, mentored group which together explore Scripture, Christian 
history and theology and ethics, always with an emphasis on personal 
engagement and discovery. EfM is, in essence, independent study with 
group reflection guiding adults into a deeper relationship with God. The 
confidentiality of the group allows free, safe, and supportive discussion 
and exploration of questions and unfamiliar ideas.



Faith Formation Hour - Margaret Campbell

• 2018 Successes:
Our topics for 2018 included The Theology of “The Lord of the Rings”, Thoughts on Aging, Exploring Sikhism, 
The Search for the Historical Jesus, Faith found in Football Films, exploring our political landscape through the 
lens of Christianity, Seeking the Christ Child at the Movies.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Faith Formation is continually meeting at 9 a.m. in the Bishop’s Room. Our goal is to expand our potential 
session leaders. The more leaders who are passionate about a topic (any topic), the more members of St. John’s 
want to attend to support those discussion leaders. Topics in the upcoming year include: An Episcopal 101 series 
exploring our Church, Stories of Transformation in Lent, a study of White Fragility, and studying Judaism with 
local Jewish leaders. We also plan to meet during the early summer if you have a love for space movies!

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
The Sunday Morning Faith Formation Hour asks all of the faithful of St. John’s to examine all truths we believe 
while sharing our thoughts among our fellow Christians. The primary purpose of the hour is to grow in love, 
knowledge, and community with those who are in the room with us. We walk away after learning a little trivia, 
history, or new information, but our primary ministry is to grow in love, peace, and knowledge of one another.

Financial Peace University - Elizabeth Adams

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Offer another FPU class in the spring; continue to make financial advice and confidential crisis coaching 
available to the congregation; offer a class on Legacy Planning, also coming in Spring or Summer.

For more information , or if 
you just want to talk about 
money matters, please 
contact Elizabeth Adams. 
714.785.8777, elizabeth@
compudynamix.com.
• What Excites Us About 
Our Work? 
Financial Peace University 
is the information everyone 
should have been taught 
about money, but very few 
were. FPU teaches a Biblical 
perspective for managing 
money at any stage. Topics 
include: paying off debt, 
saving for emergencies, 

having the right insurance, planning for college and retirement and – most importantly - how to build wealth 
and be outrageously generous. As we are merely stewards of the money entrusted to us, learning to manage it 
wisely brings benefits far above financial relief; the opportunity for spiritual growth is significant!



Lay Eucharistic Ministers - Leslie Eskildsen
• 2018 Successes:  
We never missed a service! Never left the clergy hanging high and dry! There were very few outbursts of 

spontaneous laughter as children tried to lick the candles, wipe their noses on the Fair Linen, 
and no child caught fire. Every dropped wafer was appropriately consumed! Very few five-
year-old fingers touched the wine in the chalice! We worked especially hard to keep the 
embroidery on the purificators free of lipstick and ease the clean-up for the Altar Guild! All 
LEMs are up to date on Safeguarding God’s People certification!

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Increase our numbers; train more Ministers of Ceremony; welcome back our injured and 
recovering members to service; and repeat our 2018 accomplishments.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
The mission of the St. John’s Lay Eucharistic Minister Ministry is to support the clergy at the 
altar by reverently and intentionally participating in the processional approach to the altar, 
participating in the service, and assisting most significantly during Eucharist by setting the 
table, bearing the Chalice of consecrated wine and administering the Blood of Christ and 
the Cup of Salvation to communicants, then clearing the altar for the end of the service and 
recessing with the altar party.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors - Rev. Karen Maurer

• 2018 Successes:
The ministry of Lay Eucharist Visiting is one in which 
members of St. John’s receive training so that they may 
visit people who, for a variety of reasons, are confined 
to their homes, or are hospitalized, and are in need of 
pastoral care. In September Jon Achée, Juan Chacon, 
Leslie Eskildsen, Cathy Green, Steve Green, Ted 
Sanders, and Ed Schrum participated in the training for 
this ministry. They were commissioned for this ministry 
Sunday, October 28.  We also produced procedures for 
picking up and returning the visitation kits, created a 
service liturgy and accompanying Order of Service cards 
for in-home or in-hospital participants, and worked out 
scheduling, which will be at the direction of the clergy.
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Our hope for 2019 is that people who are in need of a pastoral visit which can include Eucharist, will not only 
receive visits from our clergy, but also lay members of our congregation. We want to get to know our fellow 
congregants on a deeper and more personal level as we bring Christ home to those in need. If you are in need of 
a visit, or know of a member that would appreciate a visit, please let our church office know, 949.888.4595, or 
email Rev. Karen at kmaurer@stjohns-es.org or Leslie Eskildsen at leslie@leslieeskildsen.com 

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Reaching out to all who may be in need, so they may know are loved and cared for. 



Prayer Team Ministry - Rev. Christopher Potter

• 2018 Successes:
I have the honor to see and hold a list of names of the people in our lives and our community who need prayer. 
From emails, phone calls, and personal communication, we receive (and they are passed to me) the names of 
our brothers and sisters and the prayers start immediately. Each Thursday, I publish that list to a select cadre of 
people who join with me in prayer for these people for the next week. This list is also used to form our prayers 
during the Sunday Eucharist each weekend.
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Looking forward to this year, I would like to increase the number of people with whom I share this list, 
enrolling ever more people in the discipline and practice of daily prayer for members of our family. I ask that 
the parish invest only a little time each day in a commitment to our own wellness by praying for healing and 
wholeness for those remembered, those we do not know need prayers, and for all.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
It is our honor to pray for all who are in need.



The Spiritual Path Ministry – Deepening Our Faith Together Through Practices  
Ancient and New - Linda Allport

• 2018 Successes:  
This ministry helped launch YogaPlus, the new weekly yoga and spiritual practice ministry; held the Lenten 
Quiet Day in March with the theme of the “Practice of the Presence of God”; held the Maundy Thursday Prayer 
Vigil which provided for many participants a sacred hour of watching and waiting with Jesus during Holy 
Week; offered a well-received Summer Spiritual and Physical Muscles workshop in September on the theme of 
“Letting Go”. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Continue supporting the YogaPlus ministry; reimagine our Advent and Lenten Quiet Days; plan the Maundy 
Thursday Prayer Vigil as always (this is our most popular activity, so no changes are needed!).

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
For more than 10 years, the Spiritual Path Ministry at St. John’s has conducted workshops and regular events 
that introduce St. John’s members to spiritual practices to deepen their relationship with God. This includes 
Advent and Lenten Quiet Days (featuring yoga, Lectio Divina, and walking the Labyrinth), the Maundy 
Thursday Prayer Vigil, and the Physical and Spiritual Muscles workshops.



St. John’s Choir - Melinda Freese
• 2018 Successes: 
Spring 2018 – Secured the fine 
leadership of Gary Toops as Interim 
Director of Music; April 2018 - 
Participated in Holy Week worship 
including Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday and Holy Saturday; Easter 
Sunday 2018 - The choir presented 
Fanfare for Easter as the opening 
hymn, Lord of the Dance for the 
offertory, Alleluia for communion and 
the Hallelujah Chorus; June 2018 - 
Welcomed Bishop John Taylor with 
joyous music for his first confirmation 
service at St. John’s since becoming 
Bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles; 
August 2018 - Selected and sang 
special worship music for the visitation 
of Bishop Diane Bruce; November 
2018 – Participated in “Let Us Sing 
Thanksgiving”, the annual concert 
presented by The Interfaith Council 
of Orange County. The event was 
hosted in 2018 by the Church of Latter-
Day Saints, Rancho Santa Margarita. 
Wonderful music was presented by 
several faith communities and St. John’s 
choir received great, positive feedback 
following the program; December 
2018 – Presented a Sunday afternoon 

“Advent Lessons and Carols”, which was well received by those in attendance; Christmas Eve 2018 – Under 
the leadership and guidance of Gary Toops, the choir and a small orchestra presented “Vivaldi’s Gloria”. The 
Gloria is a joyful hymn of praise and worship divided into 12 relatively brief movements ranging from festive to 
profound sadness. The soloists were outstanding, and the chorale pieces were equally well presented.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Continue musical growth as the worship choir of St. John’s; consider continuing an Advent Lessons and Carols 
tradition during the Advent season; welcome a new Director of Music; encourage and welcome new singing 
voices to the choir.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
“Making a joyful noise unto the Lord” in music, song and worship.



BUILDING OUR ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY
Sunday Hospitality - Tim Grogan
• 2018 Successes: 
Coffee and tea are an important part of the morning routine. Caffeine keeps 
the mind sharp and the body active. After being in the presence of God 
through prayer and meditation, our bodies need the java jolt to go into the 
community to serve God and practice what is preached. If java beans are not 
your thing then raise your pinky finger and sip on steeped tea leaves (that’s 
my thing!). If you’re looking forward to that afternoon nap, or just don’t want 
those jitters, then decaf coffee and tea would be better (available too).

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Our number one goal is recruitment — we’d like to enlarge our volunteer 
pool for this hot ministry. What are the benefits to helping out in this 
ministry? You get the morning’s first cup of coffee, or the last cup after the service. You’ll also learn the secret 
as to why St. John’s coffee is the best on Sundays.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
We enjoy serving others just like former coffee/tea ministry leader Daphne Berry did. When she became ill and 
was unable to make coffee anymore, she asked me to fill in for the short-term. For all who remember Daph, 
you’ll recall that a “NO” response was not an option to her requests! The short-term became the long-term and 
now I’ve been doing it for several years in honor of her. We enjoy watching all of you, our parishioners, talking 
with one another after the service, holding a cup of coffee or tea while catching up on what’s been happening in 
each other’s lives. We clean and restock coffee and tea supplies for the 8 a.m. service. Thankfully, the ushers are 
willing to make the coffee while doing their main duties. They also have coffee ready to grab before the 9 a.m. 
Faith Formation class.
To paraphrase quotes from Steve Mysko, Linda Stone, Gene Giordano, and George Colborn – “I’ve been to 
other churches, but this is the best coffee of all! I look forward to my coffee on Sunday.”

If you have ideas or suggestions re: coffee/tea time, please get in touch: Tim Grogan at 949.701.7208 or Sheryll 
Grogan at 949.292.8131.

Bishop’s Committee / Bishop’s Warden and People’s Warden - Tim England and Erin Schwarz

• 2018 Successes: 
In 2018, we joyfully welcomed Rev. Karen Maurer to our community and continued to work with Fr. 
Christopher Potter to cultivate our parish life and nurture our spiritual growth. We established a Unity 
Committee with members of the St. John’s School Committee to clarify our mutual ministry and establish clear 
lines of communication so that we may better serve our community. We implemented a successful “experiences 
auction” fundraiser that was also a method to facilitate fellowship. Finally, we participated in the renegotiation 
of the mortgage so that we can save substantially on interest every year. 



• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
We say thank you to Tim England for 17 years of service and welcome to the new Bishop’s Warden. We look 
forward to our ongoing work and thank God for our opportunity to serve the people of St. John’s. 
• What Excites Us About Our Work?
The Bishop’s Warden and People’s Warden have the responsibility of facilitating the business of the Bishop’s 
Committee, as well as supporting the Vicar and Associate Vicar in their ministries. The Bishop’s Warden has 
additional fiduciary responsibilities and the People’s Warden also serves as Evangelism Chair.

Book It On Mondays! - Loreen Guilford

• 2018 Successes:
St. John’s Women’s Book Club meets at 7 p.m. once a month, January through November in member’s homes. 
Hosting rotates among members and the one who nominated the book, leads the discussion. For information or 
to be added to the mailing list, please contact Loreen Guilford at church@stjohns-es.org.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Our schedule:
Jan 28:  Exodus: Myth or History by David Rohl
Feb 25:  Little Fires Everywhere by Celest Ng
Mar 25: Gentleman from Moscow by Amor Towles   
Apr 29: The Indifferent Stars Above: The Harrowing Saga of the Donner Party by Daniel James Brown                      
May 28: (Tues):  The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes  
June 24: Conquistadora by Esmeraldo Santiago                
July 29:  Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson    
Aug 26:  Pope Joan by Donna Woolfolk Cross                       
Sept 30:  I am Pilgrim by Terry Hayes    
Oct 28: The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe        
Nov 18:  A Christmas Memory by Truman Capote
  
• What Excites Us About Our Work?
The Book Club invites all women of St. John’s and their friends to join in the fun and fellowship our group 
enjoys. All are welcome — bring a visiting family member, a neighbor, and friends.

Caregiving Mosaics - DJ Gomer
• 2018 Successes: 
Our primary goal in forming this support group was to lend support, share resources, and discover common 
ground in our journey. We do that each month by gathering and telling our stories. Stories that sometimes come 
from a place of loss, other times from our inner strength of empowerment, and often from a place of grace. After 
sharing, we leave feeling heard, understood, and appreciated.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Meeting the needs of those who come to a Caregivers meeting by listening, being present, and extending grace. 
 
• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Caregiving comes in many forms — from the primary parent taking care of a special needs child, to the adult 
child helping a parent make the transition from independence to assisted living — and everything in-between. 
Common to all caregivers are the emotional ups and downs, the fatigue, the grief of something lost. We gather 
the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. and welcome men and women of all ages and stages of their 
caregiving. If you would like more information, please contact DJ Gomer at djgomer@cox.net. You need not be 
a member of St. John’s to attend.



Church Office - Cindy Drennan
• 2018 Successes: 
Cleaning out of entire office space, files, cabinets, etc.; remodeling of space to include new office for youth di-
rector; coordination of calendars and events with the school admin staff; administrative support of all ministers 
and ministries; baptisms and funeral support and documentation; production of all publications (bulletins, Blue 
Sheet, prayer sheet, etc.) 
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Implement a “text to give” program; continued support of ministries and ministers as called upon.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Seeing God’s work being done by gifted lay people and clergy!

Communications - Karen Bro

• 2018 Successes: 
Covered numerous St. John’s events and posted live on Facebook with pics, video, text — including Youth 
Group events, Trunk or Treat, Lessons and Carols, a Sunday worship service; the Welcome Karen Maurer 
Taco Dinner; and the Church BBQ; published three issues of The Vaya Con Dios, the St. John’s newsletter; 
published a weekly FB post called “Our World Connection” on Saturday mornings to help widen our world 
view; published a prayer for the week each Monday morning; created graphics as requested by church staff; 
publicized church events to St. John’s and the wider community via church publications as well as secular 
publications; posted flyers about St. John’s events at several local shopping centers. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Publicize more church events to the wider community; support church staff with communications needs; 
continue “Our World Connection”, the weekly prayer, and coverage of church events; communicate church 
events with the Diocese for inclusion in publications.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Devising innovative ways to communicate the Good News; to share the St. John’s spirit within the church 
community, and to share it with the wider community, and supporting church staff with their needs.

Evangelism - Erin Schwarz

• 2018 Successes:
Our Evangelism ministry includes the Newcomer breakfasts, the website, 
social media, the eVangelist newsletter, mailings/postcards/banners, and the 
Trunk or Treat event. We hosted three Newcomer brunches at which a number 
of those who were new or newish to the church enjoyed fellowship and the 
opportunity to meet with some of the lay and clergy leadership. We again 
hosted a successful Trunk or Treat event with 25 cars decorated by church and 
school families and over 400 in attendance. Our communications coordinator, 
Karen Bro, has increased the quality of our content as well as increased the   

         engagement. 



• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Continue to nurture the spirit of welcome in our hearts, open our arms to the community, and see the 
opportunities to provide hospitality to our neighbors.   
• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Evangelism is our opportunity to offer an invitation to our church and to let our own hearts be transformed 
through the opening and welcoming process. When we welcome others openly with no exceptions, we get the 
opportunity to learn their authentic story and, if we are lucky, ways in which they have encountered Jesus. 

Greeters - Randy Simmons
• 2018 Successes:  
We happily welcomed innumerable members and newcomers last year, and we helped connect newcomers with 
our clergy and lay leaders via our Guest Book and then via our electronic sign-in tablet.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
We look forward to another rewarding year of greeting both old and new friends as we put forth a friendly and 
welcoming presence to all who come to St. John’s Church. 

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
To first-time visitors to St. John’s we extend a warm welcome, “Greetings and welcome to St. John’s Episcopal 
Church!” We may add, “Are you are new to St. John’s? If so, we’re here to help start your visit today as 
comfortably as possible. Just ask us if you have any questions regarding the service or the facility. If desired, 
our ushers will gladly help you find a seat that suits you. To help your experience to be as complete as possible, 
we’d be happy to introduce you to our clergy if that would be of interest.” To current members we offer a warm 
“Good morning! It’s great to see you this today.” With greetings like these, our team members make an effort 
to start everyone’s attendance at our worship services on a bright and helpful note. We consider our efforts at 
hospitality to be an extension of God’s demonstrated love for all people. All who come are welcome, and we 
greeters show that to be true from the outset.

Grief, Gratitude, and Growth - Rev. Karen Maurer

• 2018 Successes: 
The Grief, Gratitude and Growth ministry was born out of an 
expressed need by multiple individuals in our congregation 
who have had recent experiences which have caused them 
pain. Our first meeting was Thursday, November 29,, 2018. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
This group is an open group, designed for anyone who is 
grieving a loss, including the loss of a loved one, a job, or a 
marriage. There are many life experiences which cause us 
pain, and this group is open to anyone who needs a place to 
express grief and receive the support of loving, compassionate 
friends who will listen to, and pray for one another. 
We meet every other Thursday at 10:15 a.m. in the Bride’s 
Room at St. John’s. The next few meeting dates in 2019 are:  

January 31; February 14; February 28; and March 14.  

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
As individuals experiencing grief, we also recognize that even in our grieving, we experience gratitude and seek 
to grow as we recognize God’s graceful presence in our lives. Please join us. 



Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner - Andrea Patton
• 2018 Successes: 
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner is an easy social event for church 
members to meet in more intimate group settings and learn more 
about others in our church community.  In the past year we have had 
three events placing between 25 and 35 individuals in at least five 
different homes for each event.  

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
We look forward to continuing our ministry with another evening 
being planned for March 2019. 

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
We randomly place interested people with those who are willing to 
open their home for an evening. The host provides the main course 
and the guests bring the rest. It’s wonderful to see new friendships 
grow and build in our St. John’s family. 

Hospitality Team - Melinda Freese
 
• 2018 Successes: 
The Hospitality Team Ministry was created in 2018 to support the Altar Guild and church staff with funeral and 
memorial services. 
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
The Hospitality Team provides assistance and support on the day of a funeral or memorial service. On the day 
of the service, selected team members welcome and assist the family upon their arrival at the church with set 
up of photographs and meaningful memorial items in the Narthex, coordinating and directing caterers or other 
vendors if a reception is held on the church campus and assisting with any other service-related task requested.
 
• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
The Team consists of 14 members, diverse in gender and age.  Our mission is to present welcoming faces to 
those attending a funeral or memorial service, and to provide a beautiful, comforting and serene environment in 
their bereavement.

Meal Ministry - Carolyn Dennington

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
This ministry serves church members who may be recovering from surgery, or are confined to their home for a 
short time for a variety of reasons, and need meal assistance. We have many dedicated volunteers, which is an 
amazing testament to the St. John’s family. If you are looking for an easy, small, and caring way to be involved 
at St. John’s and you don’t have a lot of time, this is a PERFECT ministry for you! It probably involves less 
than 10 hours per year of your time and the satisfaction you will have from your service will be immeasurable. 
If you’d like to volunteer, or if you need meals provided for a short time, please let me know: denningtons@
cox.net.



Lectors - Robin Nelson

• 2018 Successes: 
I am extremely proud of the group of people who have volunteered 
to be a part of this ministry. They come to church prepared and are 
always an important addition to the service. They tell God’s word 
as if it is a personal story with expression and emotion. This group 
of volunteers is very dependable and always readily available to 
volunteer for special readings and to practice and rehearse when 
needed.
    

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
I hope to continue to add more interested parishioners as volunteers, to continue to emphasize the importance 
of practice, understanding of the entire passage and preparation, and to maintain clear and open communication 
with the requirements of the ministry and the times that are scheduled for the Lectors to read.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
The job of a lector is to proclaim God’s Word through the holy scriptures. In general, a lector reads either the 
Old Testament, Psalm or Epistle. But also, there are times during special services when the lectors are needed to 
read passages, or even to be part of a small drama or narrative.

Men’s Basketball Ministry — “Come Onto His Courts 
With Praise” - Andy Guilford  
 
• 2018 Successes:  
Having weekly meetings at the Church facilities with folks from 
around the community; providing a chance for fellowship for St. 
John’s members; making St. John’s known in the community; 
interacting with our LDS friends down the street; giving an 
opportunity at Coffee Hours and other times to offer further contact 
with the Church.  
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:  
Increasing the awareness of St. John’s beneficence in offering this 
ministry; increasing the Evangelism aspect of the ministry, thus 
increasing church membership.  
 
• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Seeing the St. John’s family in a different context; providing an opportunity to grow St. John’s; allowing the 
Holy Spirit to provide blessings of going 3 for 3 from three. 



Name Tag Ministry - Sally Simmons

• 2018 Successes:
The current Name Tag Ministry became operational in 2018, spearheaded by Sally Simmons with ongoing tech-
nical and logistical help by Randy Simmons. We also had help from Patricia Zehner assembling the name tag 
parts. There are approximately 550 magnetic name tags on a display board.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Our goals for 2019 include refining our coordination with the church office to get the names of people who need 
name tags in a timely manner.  We also will keep track of the name tag parts and reorder when necessary. The 
remaining space on the board is limited, so we need to devise a plan to review the name tags and discover which 
are no longer used.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
We think the Name Tag Ministry is successful because we have had numerous positive comments on how much 
people appreciate them.  We also notice people regularly using their name tags.  Success in using the name 
tags is helped by the reminders by the Greeters.  We also have signs reminding people to get their name tag 
and then, on the way out, they are reminded to replace the name tags on the board.  The Greeters have added 
getting the name tag board and the reminder signs out and returning them to the Bride’s Room to their morning 
routine.  The priest in charge of the Saturday service gets the board out for that service.

Teller Ministry - Mike Cheever

• 2018 Successes: 
Simply put, we count the congregation’s offerings. The average commitment is two tellers working together 
once per month for about 45 minutes after the 10 a.m. service on Sunday.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Keep on keeping on!

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
This is a “behind the scenes” ministry for adults that is integral to the church’s financial stewardship and yet 
does not require a large time commitment. We’re always on the lookout for additional bean counters to join the 
team!

United We Hike - Rebeca Mizejewski and Stacy Fudge

• 2018 Successes: 
In a meeting of the Women’s Ministry, we decided to bring back the hiking 
ministry originally lead by Lisa Sparks and Daniele Struppa.  This time 
around Stacy Fudge kindly agreed to join me as co-leader.  

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Under the slogan “United We Hike” we launched the 2019 hikes on Sunday, 
January 6 — even though it rained so much the day prior and the ground 
was quite muddy — we still had a tight group of eight that joined us. We all 
enjoyed the sun on our faces and not-so-much the mud on our shoes.



We have suggested hikers joining us wear their St. John’s t-shirts if they have one.

We have planned six hikes throughout the Spring and will take a break during Summer.  We’ll resume on 
Sunday September 1, 2019. All the hikes will be family friendly, less than 30 minutes from church, and easy.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?| 
Hikes are for everyone: women, men, kids, and friends and neighbors. We have a great time, see wildflowers, 
sometimes wildlife, and get lots of Vitamin D. Wear sunscreen, a hat, and bring water.

Ushers - Jim Leach

• 2018 Successes:
We enlisted two new members into the Usher ministry and two current members of the congregation as 
well; provided service at all 103 regular and special services including funerals and memorials as requested; 
continued to serve as a conduit for input to the Parish Council and Bishop’s Committee on service logistics and 
other matters.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Enlist the involvement of at least one additional usher for the 8 a.m. service and two additional ushers for the 
10 a.m. service to ensure an adequate pool for all services and contingencies; hold two usher trainings in 2019.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Our role is to ensure that the important, but routine, functions of the worship services are conducted in such a 
way that they do not detract from the conduct of the service and the focus of individual worshipers. In doing 
this, we must also be prepared to handle unforeseen events, emergencies, and other special needs in ways that, 
again, help maintain the focus of worshipers and other ministers of the services.



The Vaya Con Dios - Newsletter  - Leslie Eskildsen
• 2018 Successes:  
We published three Vayas! We had guest columnists provide 
poignant pieces on their particular program’s progress. We kept the 
congregation abreast of important information.
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Publish at least three Vaya’s again this year. Include more 
ministries. Include a crossword puzzle or a question for a prize. 
Include more photos and more individual ministries.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
The mission of the St. John’s Vaya Con Dios Newsletter Ministry is 
to periodically communicate with the congregation in print and via 
email on the happenings at the church on a deeper level than what 
people can read in the Blue Sheet. We select seasonally appropriate 
topics for deepening one’s faith, as well as a rotational spotlight on 
the various church and school ministries and activities to highlight 
important upcoming events and to report on the results of past 
events.

Women’s Bible Study -DJ Gomer
• 2018 Successes:  
The past year found us studying the women of the 
Bible, accompanied by artwork of various artists 
and their interpretation of these pivotal and unique 
women. And when opportunity presents itself, we 
will do a field trip. This past year found us visiting 
Mission San Juan Capistrano and “breaking bread” 
afterwards at a local restaurant.
We annually walk the Stations of the Cross together 
on Good Friday at St. John’s, and have had the 
privilege of Fr. Christopher and Rev. Karen joining us 

and sharing their wisdom and insight into specific subjects — as have parishioners, Linda Allport, Pam Kelley, 
and Dave Beadles. We love drawing insight and wisdom from our church community.
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday from 10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. We are a group of women 
seeking both the friendship and knowledge of discovering new insight into the bible and ourselves. The words 
of the bible, and our discussions, take on a richer and deeper meaning when seen through the eyes of so many.
• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Topics and chapters are chosen by all of us, and weekly discussions are lead by various volunteers. Having 
different “leaders” offers us glimpses into each other’s unique personalities and the gifts we each bring to the 
group.

Attendance at every Wednesday gathering is not a requirement of participation. We welcome you whenever 
your schedule permits. Nor do you need an extensive background in theology — just an enthusiasm for 
friendship. We bring our individual personalities to the group, along with our individual Bibles. We hope you 
will join us! For more information, please contact DJ Gomer at djgomer@cox.net



Women’s Ministry - DJ Gomer and Tracy Daly
• 2018 Successes:  
In the past we have gathered for a monthly Women’s 
Movie and Dinner Night Out; annual retreats allowing 
us time to take our friendship deeper; outings to the 
Laguna Beach Playhouse, Tina’s Tiny Gardens, the 
Outlets in San Clemente; organizing and implementing 
a Rummage Sale benefitting the Women’s Ministry 
and drawing customers from our extended community; 
hosting a breakfast featuring author Martha Karelius; 
and ending each year celebrating at the Annual 
Women’s Christmas Party, a party that benefits 
Families Forward with our toy donations.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
In 2019 we plan to continue with these activities and expand into advocacy opportunities to help our homeless 
neighbors through a “One Thing Initiative.” Each month we’ll join together to do or give one thing to help those 
in need.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Looking for ways to connect? The Women’s Ministry goal is to create events during the year that offer us 
opportunities to do just that - connect. In the coming together, we hope to support one another, foster 
friendships, and encourage women to discover their own unique gifts. 

Yoga+ - Margaret Campbell

• 2018 Successes:
We reached over 30 aspiring yogis while meeting over 14 weeks. 
Some participants have shared that experiencing new spiritual 
practices has led to a deeper spirituality and moments where they 
feel the Holy Spirit touching their lives even in the middle of a 
busy week. Yoga+ is a little over an hour of getting your body in a 
space to listen and opening ourselves to what the Spirit is saying.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
We will continue to grow and expand our repertoire of spiritual practices to choose from. Our team is always 
open to new participants and new leaders — anyone is welcome at any level of physicality. We also plan to 
publicize our Thursday night gathering beyond the St. John’s community.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Yoga+ provides a stretch for our muscles and our souls every Thursday night. Our yoga instructors are 
responsive, engaging, and focus on the connection between the spirit and the body. After the tension of the week 
melts away, our group engages in a spiritual exercise drawn from all meditative practices throughout history. 
Samples have included Loving Kindness Meditations, meditation through examining art, Michael Curry’s The 
Way of Love, and Lectio Divina.



CHANGING OUR WORLD
CAPS - Caring About Precious Seniors -Linda 
Allport
• 2018 Successes:  
We transitioned from Thursday night “regular” bingo 
to Monday night card bingo (replacing Monday night 
crosswords); Linda Allport took over the scheduling and 
management of CAPS.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Get more volunteers! At present we have only three 
regular volunteers, along with a fourth individual not 
from St. John’s Church; the lack of volunteers keeps 
us from helping in other ways; we also will develop 
new programs or grow existing ones with the help of 
Park Terrace’s new activities coordinator; work toward 
sponsoring one-time events for under-served populations 
at Park Terrace, for example, a men’s night or a video 
golf tournament at Park Terrace with volunteers for one 
night from the St. John’s men’s ministry.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
For more than 10 years, St. John’s volunteers have been a presence at Park Terrace, a wonderful, local care 
facility for seniors. From helping out at special events, giving rides to church events, to serving at weekly ice 
cream socials, or calling weekly bingo games, our volunteers have been smiling ambassadors from St. John’s 
Church. Our volunteers find the work rewarding and fulfilling while forming relationships with these lovely 
residents.

Families Forward - Loreen Guilford

• 2018 Successes:
Families Forward is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping local families who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. St. John’s assists each holiday season by supporting their Adopt-a-Family drive. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Continue reaching out to families in need during the 2019 holiday season, and secure the continued support of 
St. John’s members to ensure families in need enjoy Christmas.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Helping provide families in need with food and gifts, especially at holiday time. We are grateful to receive 
tremendous support from our St. John’s community which gives so generously to support this ministry. Our 
church members donate gift cards from local merchants or actually adopt a specific family and provide for their 
holiday wishes. For further information go to families-forward.org or contact Loreen via church@stjohns-esorg. 



Interfaith and Ecumenical Committee - Dot Leach

• 2018 Successes: 
One example is the St. John’s Pentecost/Interfaith Sunday. Friends from all faiths are invited to participate 
during both the Sunday morning Faith Formation class and the 10 a.m. service. In the last three years, faith 
leaders from the Sikh, Muslim, and Hindu faiths in OC have shared different aspects of their religions and 
joined members of St. John’s in seeking a greater appreciation of each other’s faith practices. The I&E 
committee also works closely with the Interfaith Council of Greater Rancho Santa Margarita and has provided 
the venue for several significant programs sponsored by that entity. Among them is the award-winning teen 
forum — Bigotry, Bullying and Bravery — which provides an educated and compassionate anti-bullying 
program for area 6th through 12th graders. Another significant event was held in December of 2018 when St. 
John’s courtyard was the scene of the first “Our Longest Night” interfaith service in south Orange County. This 
candlelight observance honored the 244 homeless men, women, and children who died during the year on the 
streets, in shelters, and in some local hospitals throughout Orange County

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
The Interfaith and Ecumenical Committee looks forward to continuing these types of programs in 2019.

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
The Interfaith and Ecumenical Committee of St. John’s exists to broaden and strengthen relationships with 
other faiths and other Christian churches through shared worship opportunities, service projects, and public 
awareness programs. It’s very rewarding to work with other faith communities to achieve positive outcomes in 
our community.

St. John’s Green Team Ministry - Gloria Sefton 
 
• 2018 Successes: 
We published weekly “green tips” in the Blue Sheet reminding the St. John’s community of ways to protect the 
natural environment, reduce our carbon footprint, and live more sustainably; and collected and recycled corks, 
saving them from landfills.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
To reduce waste (e.g., use reusable coffee cups); invite an inspirational environmental speaker to deliver 
an Earth Day sermon; participate in coastal and inner-coastal watershed cleanups; grow the Green Team – 
especially with youth!

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
God has given us this amazing planet home – with animals, plants, water, and air – that in all its perfection and 
complexity sustains life, and showing our gratitude for the beauty and life-giving nature of the environment is a 
way for us to praise God.



Isaiah House - Emily Salvanera

• 2018 Successes: 
Provided about 240 breakfast meals in total to the women 
and children in Santa Ana; collected 30+ full trash bags of 
donations which included clothes, toiletries, and blankets 
that were distributed among the women of Isaiah House 
and the rest of Orange County; volunteer-wise, at least ten 
new families and faces joined the ministry! 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
Expand the service by providing more meals and 
donations to other areas in Orange County; fundraise to 
provide health care for the homeless. 

• What Excites Us About Our Work?
Making a homemade breakfast once a month and being 
able to share it with the community is an experience 
anyone can enjoy. What better way is there to spread 
awareness and help the homeless in Orange County.

Laundry Love - Randy Simmons

To paraphrase from the national website, the Laundry Love initiative consists of monthly efforts to come 
alongside people who are struggling financially and assisting them with their laundry. Our Laundry Love 
ministry operates in Lake Forest thanks to the generosity of Sparklean Laundry and with volunteers from a 
combination of local faith communities and the general public. 
• 2018 Successes: 
Last year we had 360 neighbor visits to our monthly events, and we enabled those people to launder nearly 
2,300 loads of wash. The gratitude and blessings from our fellow neighbors was truly humbling and rewarding.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
This year, the need for our ministry seems likely to again increase as it has in each of the two previous years. 
We expect the need to rise to over 400 visits and to nearly 2,600 loads of wash. This will allow us to serve a 
greater number of neighbors, and to build connections and relationships with 
new people we have not had the blessing to serve in the past.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
We see the laundromat as a place where strangers become friends, people 
are known by name, hope is hustled, and the worth of every human being 
is acknowledged and celebrated. Over the past two years we have built 
a community where clothes, linens, and blankets get cleaned, but more 
importantly a place where our fellow neighbors can escape from the daily 
hardships of their lives and enjoy the embrace of a loving and caring 
community. We like to say that this ministry is our way of showing God’s 
love for all people and that we’re just doing what Jesus told us to do. The 
national website is www.laundrylove.org/about.



FOR  OUR  YOUNGEST  MEMBERS
Children’s Ministries – Nursery, Godly Play (Sunday School), Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) - Sheryll Grogan 
 
• 2018 Successes: 
   Nursery – Maintained a welcoming, dedicated environment for three years old and under, with an 
   experienced staff.
   Godly Play – Developed a Godly Play space with the materials, staffing, and guidelines consistent with   
   the program.
   VBS – Welcomed more than 200 children and volunteers for a week of fellowship, fun, and learning    
   about God. 
 
• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
Continue to help children grow in their faith through Bible teachings and activities; recruit additional Godly 
Play volunteer teachers and hire a replacement person for the lead nursery position; VBS takes place June 17-
21, 2019, 9 a.m. to Noon — save the date and watch for the registration start date. 
 
• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
We have an incredible opportunity to witness children building their faith from toddlers to teens, as they 
progress through our program.

St. John’s Episcopal School  - Michael Pratt
• 2018 Successes:  
Highlights this year include opening the state-of-the-art Bishop John Harvey Taylor Learning Commons and 
receiving a full four-year certification from The Diocesan Commission on Schools. 

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams:
As we look forward to the future, we are excited to welcome our next Head of School, Patrick McHonett and 
his family, who will join our Church and School community in July.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
St. John’s Episcopal School is proud to celebrate its 30th year of providing outstanding education for students 
from eight weeks through 8th grade. Our Episcopal heritage informs our mission to “encourage our students to 
pursue lives of service and purpose.”



Youth Ministries - Patti Peebles
• 2018 Successes: 
We held a successful Winter Retreat in February (rescheduled from January because of the mudslides), focused 
on supporting our youth to “Love Your Selfie” and encouraging them to celebrate themselves. At the request of 
the kids, we held a Summer Retreat in Big Bear themed “Identity” to help them discover who they are in God’s 
eyes. We made our weekly donuts sales an official weekly fund raiser encouraging families to attend church on 
their sales week. We also welcomed all youth parents to our “First Night” event where they shared Eucharist 
with the youth and we held a parent information meeting.

• 2019 Goals/Projects/Events/Dreams: 
We held a successful Winter Retreat (January 19-21). We’re evaluating the benefits of offering a second retreat 
in summer. We’re marketing our youth group to the middle school students of St. John’s Episcopal School.

• What Excites Us About Our Work? 
Meeting with our kids on a weekly basis, building real relationships with them and watching them build strong, 
accountable relationships with one another. We love our kids, love spending time with them, mentoring them, 
and being an outside support to them. What’s not to be excited about?!


