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OPENING SENTENCE
Rev. Christopher
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
HYMN
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Dr. Johannes Stosch
Rev. Christopher
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The People of God pray together
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia!
ANTIPHON
Roger Bradshaw
Alleluia. Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
THE JUBILATE
Loreen Guilford leads, with the People of God respond by half-verse after the asterisk
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
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ANTIPHON
Roger Bradshaw
Alleluia. Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
THE PSALM
Scotty King
Please join me in reading this portion of Psalm 68, with the People of God responding by
half-verse after the asterisk.
1

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate him flee before him.
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Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
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But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *
let them also be merry and joyful.

4

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
YAHWEH is his name, rejoice before him!

5

Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
God in his holy habitation!

6

God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7

O God, when you went forth before your people, *
when you marched through the wilderness,

8

The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10

Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
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33

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
sing praises to the Lord.

34

He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35

Ascribe power to God; *
his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.

36

How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
Blessed be God!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Jim Leach
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
When the apostles had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well
as his brothers.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CANTICLE 11: THE THIRD SONG OF ISAIAH
Joanne Bradshaw
Please join me in reading Canticle 11, with the People of God responding by half-verse after the
asterisk.
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
SECOND READING
Dot Leach
A Reading from the First letter of Peter:
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in
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your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 13: A SONG OF PRAISE
Duane Gomer
Please join me in reading Canticle 13, with the People of God responding by half-verse after the
asterisk.
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you forever.
THE HOLY GOSPEL
Loreen Guilford
A Reading from the Gospel of John:
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me
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is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
Gospeler
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
REFLECTION BY REV. CHRISTOPHER

CHOIR ANTHEM
O, Be Joyful in the Lord
Ralph Vaughn Williams
St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
The People of God profess together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
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Rev. Christopher
People
Rev. Christopher

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
The People of God pray together
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SUFFRAGES
Scotty King leads.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Help us, O God our Savior;
Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
Look upon your congregation;
Give to your people the blessing of peace.
Declare your glory among the nations;
And your wonders among all peoples.
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
Never forget the lives of your poor.
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
And your favor to those who are true of heart.
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

PRAYERS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Please enter your prayers in the "Chat" function of the app and we shall pray with
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you for your needs and gratitude.

COLLECT OF SEVENTH EASTER
Rev. Christopher
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt
us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
COLLECT FOR SUNDAY
Rev. Karen
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our
Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in
your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FOR HEROIC SERVICE
Rev. Christopher
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and women of our country
who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest
until all the people of this land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This
we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
COLLECT FOR PEACE
Rev. Karen
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MISSION
Jim Leach
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HYMN
When Christ Was Lifted from the Earth
Dr. Johannes Stosch
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
The People of God pray together
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Joanne Bradshaw
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
CONCLUDING VERSICLE
Rev. Christopher
People

Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

CONCLUDING SENTENCE
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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
VIRTUAL EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE
If you wish to share peace with one another, feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to
be heard among your brothers and sisters.

11

