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OPENING SENTENCE  

Rev. Karen 
 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

  

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Rev. Karen says to God’s people 
 

Let us confess our sins to God.  

 

Silence may be kept.  
 

The People of God say together 
 

God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you,  

opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other,  

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  

the evil we have done,  

and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  

through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

that we may abide in your love  

and serve only your will. Amen.  

 

Rev. Karen alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen.  

  

CHOIR ANTHEM  

Morning Hymn 

Arlen Clark 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

 

 

  



VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Karen 
 

Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

  
The People of God pray together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON  

Proclaimed by Steve Green 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  

  

INVITATORY  

Duane Gomer 
 

Please join in the invitatory by praying together after the asterisk  

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *  

and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
 

For you are a great God, *  

you are great above all gods.  
 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
 

The sea is yours, for you made it, *  

and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
 

For you are our God,  

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  
 

 

 



Let us listen today to God’s voice:  

Harden not your hearts,  

as your forebears did in the wilderness, *  

at Meribah, and on that day at Massah,  

when they tempted me.  
 

They put me to the test, *  

though they had seen my works.  
 

Forty years long I detested that generation and said, *  

“This people are wayward in their hearts;  

they do not know my ways.”  
 

So I swore in my wrath, *  

“They shall not enter into my rest.”  

  

ANTIPHON  

Proclaimed by Steve Green 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  

  

PSALM 89  

Dot Leach 
 

Please join in the psalm by praying together after the asterisk  
 

 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; *  

   from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.  

 

 2For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; *  

   you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.  

 

 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *  

   I have sworn an oath to David my servant:  

 

 4‘I will establish your line forever, *  

   and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  

 

 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! *  

   they walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.  



 

 16They rejoice daily in your Name; *  

   they are jubilant in your righteousness.  

 

 17For you are the glory of their strength, *  

   and by your favor our might is exalted.  

 

 18Truly, the LORD is our ruler; *  

   the Holy One of Israel is our King.  

 

     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

  

FIRST READING 

Mike DeVries 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah: 
 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all 

the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 

May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to 

this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. But listen now to 

this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who 

preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 

countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 

prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”  

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

FIRST CANTICLE: A SONG OF PILGRIMAGE  

Joanne Bradshaw 
 

Please join in the Canticle by praying together after the asterisk  
 

Before I ventured forth, even while I was very young, *  

I sought wisdom openly in my prayer.  
 

In the forecourts of the temple I asked for her, *  

and I will seek her to the end.  
 

 

 



From first blossom to early fruit, *  

she has been the delight of my heart.  
 

My foot has kept firmly to the true path, *  

diligently from my youth have I pursued her.  
 

I inclined my ear a little and received her; *  

I found for myself much wisdom and became adept in her.  
 

To the one who gives me wisdom will I give glory, *  

for I have resolved to live according to her way.  
 

From the beginning I gained courage from her, *  

therefore I will not be forsaken.  
 

In my inmost being I have been stirred to seek her, *  

therefore have I gained a good possession.  
 

As my reward the Almighty has given me the gift of language,*  

and with it will I offer praise to God.  

  

SECOND READING:  

Jim Leach 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome: 
 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 

members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace.  
 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 

means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 

are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 

which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of 

sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were 

entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 

I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 

presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now 

present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  
 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 

advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 



those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 

advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

   

THE GOSPEL 

Steve Green 
 

A Reading from Matthew: 
 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's 

reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive 

the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  
 

Gospeler The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

  

REFLECTION BY THE REV. KAREN  

  

CHOIR ANTHEM  

How Can I Keep From Singing 

Cliff Brock 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

The People of God profess together 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

THE PRAYERS  
 

Rev. Karen The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Rev. Karen Let us pray.  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The People of God pray together 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

SUFFRAGES  

Duane Gomer leads 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior;  

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  

V. Look upon your congregation;  

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  

V. Declare your glory among the nations;  

R. And your wonders among all peoples.  

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  



V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;  

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  

 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Please enter your prayers in the "Chat" function of the app and we shall pray with 

you for your needs and gratitude. 

 

FIRST COLLECT  

Rev. Karen 
 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of 

spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

  

COLLECT FOR HOSPITALITY  

Rev. Christopher 
 

Welcoming God, welcome us into Your pace of life. Guide us to slow down and breathe deep. 

Remind us to take off our shoes, to take off what is dragging us or pushing us ahead, for this is 

holy space that we are in, right now. Remove the yoke from us and take upon our burdens, 

so that we might feel the pressure ease from our bodies, minds, and spirits. Invite us into Your 

presence that is always with us, into this way of being in which we are completely in touch with 

You, in which we know Your Spirit is in each breath. Welcoming God, thank you for welcoming 

us into Your way of life. In the name of Jesus, who taught us this way, we pray. Amen.  

  

PRAYER FOR THE UNEMPLOYED  

Rev. Karen 
 

Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. 

Guide the people of this land so to use our public and private wealth that all may find suitable 

and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

  

SECOND COLLECT  

Rev. Christopher 
 



Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of 

spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

  

PRAYER FOR MISSION   

Rev. Karen 
 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 

preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 

may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 

flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

CHOIR ANTHEM  

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

Don Michael Dicie 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

  

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  

Dot Leach 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

  

CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Karen  Let us bless the Lord. 

People of God  Thanks be to God 

 

  

CONCLUDING SENTENCE  

Rev. Karen 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

 

 



VIRTUAL EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 
 

If you wish to share peace with one another, feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to  

be heard among your brothers and sisters. 

 

 

 


