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OPENING SENTENCE  
Rev. Christopher 
 

The Lord is in the holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before our God. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  
Rev. Christopher says to God's people 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

The People of God say together 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Rev. Christopher alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN  
Father, We Thank Thee Who Hast Planted 
Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Christopher O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
People  And your glory all the day long. 



 
The People of God pray together 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
ANTIPHON 
Proclaimed by Linda Stones 
 

Day by day we bless you; we praise your name for ever. 

 
INVITATORY  
Bob Hayden 

 

Please join in the invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before God’s presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord is God; * 
The Creator has formed us, and we belong to God; 
we are God’s people and the sheep of the great pasture. 

        Enter the holy gates with thanksgiving; 
 

go into the courts with praise; * 
give thanks to God and call upon God Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
God’s mercy is everlasting; * 

and God’s faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

ANTIPHON 
Proclaimed by Linda Stones 
 

Day by day we bless you; we praise your name for ever. 
 
PSALM 145 
Courtney Taylor 
 

Please join in the Psalm by praying together after the asterisk 
 



 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 
 9The LORD is loving to everyone * 
    and has compassion over all the created works. 
 
 10All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
    and your faithful servants bless you. 
 
 11They make known the glory of your reign * 
    and speak of your power; 
 
 12That the peoples may know of your power * 
     and the glorious splendor of your reign. 
 
 13Your reign is everlasting, O God; * 
     your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 
 14The LORD is faithful in every word * 
    and merciful in every deeds. 
 
 15The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
    and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
      Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:* 
          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
FIRST READING 
Jon Achée 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah: 
 

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 



  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
FIRST CANTICLE  
Scotty King 
 

Please join in the invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

We Praise You, O God, we praise you, O God, 
we acclaim you as Lord;* 
     all creation worships you, the Magnificent, the everlasting. 
 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,* 
     the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,* 
     heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

The glorious company of apostles praise you.* 
     The noble community of prophets praise you. 
 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.* 
     Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: 
 

Author of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,* 
     and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

 

You, Christ, are the king of glory,* 
     the eternal Son of the Creator. 
 

When you took our flesh to set us free* 
     you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb. 
 

You overcame the sting of death* 
     and opened the reign of heaven to all believers. 
 



You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.* 
     We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of your own blood,* 
     and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 
 
SECOND READING 
Linda Stones 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome: 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, 
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

SECOND CANTICLE: A SONG OF OUR TRUE NATURE 
Steve Greeen 
 

Please join in the invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 
our trespasses and our humiliations. 
 

Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 
his blessed wisdom and love. 
 

He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 
he raises us in spirit and turns everything to glory and joy without ending. 
 

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 
God is the true father and mother of natures. 



 

We are all bound to God by nature, * 
and we are all bound to God by grace. 
 

And this grace is for all the world, * 
because it is our precious mother, Christ. 
 

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ 
for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
Courtney Taylor 
 

A Reading from Matthew: 
 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn. ’For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He 
has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
REFLECTION BY REV. CHRISTOPHER 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM  
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
Traditional  spiritual, arr. Stephan Casurella 
St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
The people of God profess together 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Rev. Christopher The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Rev. Christopher Let us pray. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
The people of God pray together 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGES  
Bob Hayden leads 
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

 
Please enter your prayers in the "Chat" function of the app and we shall pray with 
you for your needs and gratitude. 

 
FIRST COLLECT  
Rev. Christopher 
 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and 
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF SELF DEDICATION  
Rev. Karen 
 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our  
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and 
then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 
A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE 
Rev. Christopher 
 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of 
death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the 
day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR MISSION 
Rev. Karen 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
HYMN  
Lord of All Hopefulness 
Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
Rev. Christopher leads the People of God in praying 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Christopher Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
Rev. Christopher 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



 
VIRTUAL EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 
 

If you wish to share peace with one another, feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to  
be heard among your brothers and sisters. 


