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OPENING SENTENCE 

Rev. Karen 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship God in spirit and truth, 

for such worship the Creator seeks. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Rev. Karen says to God's people 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

The People of God say together 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Rev. Karen alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN 

Bless'd Jesus, at Thy Word  

Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Karen Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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The People of God pray together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON 

Proclaimed by Mike Cheever 

 

The Holy One is in our midst: O come let us worship. 

 

INVITATORY 

Lara Barbara 
 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms. 

 

For you are a great God, * 

you are great above all gods. 

 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are yours also. 

 

The sea is yours, for you made it, * 

and your hands have molded the dry land. 

 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

 

For you are our God, 

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. * 

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
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ANTIPHON 

Proclaimed by Mike Cheever 
 

The Holy One is in our midst: O come let us worship. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:105-112 

Duane Gomer 
 

Please join me in praying the Psalm by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

 105Your word is a lantern to my feet * 

   and a light upon my path. 

 

 106I have sworn and am determined * 

   to keep your righteous judgments 

. 

 107I am deeply troubled; * 

   preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

 

 108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 

   and teach me your judgments. 

 

 109My life is always in my hand, * 

   yet I do not forget your law. 

 

 110The wicked have set a trap for me, * 

   but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

 

 111Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 

   truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

 

 112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 

   for ever and to the end. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

Jamie DeVries 

 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah: 
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As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

A brief silence follows. 

 

PSALM IN RESPONSE 

Jim Leach 
 

Please join me in praying the Psalm by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

1Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; * 

      and to you shall vows be performed, 
 

2O you who answer prayer!* 

      To you all flesh shall come. 
 

 3When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us,* 

      you forgive our transgressions. 
 

 4Happy are those whom you choose and bring near* 

      to live in your courts. 
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 We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,* 

      your holy temple. 
 

 5By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; * 

       you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
 

 6By your strength you established the mountains; * 

      you are girded with might. 
 

 7You silence the roaring of the seas, * 

      the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples. 
 

 8Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs; * 

      you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
 

 9You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; * 

      you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 
 

10You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, * 

      softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
 

11You crown the year with your bounty; * 

      your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
 

12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, * 

      the hills gird themselves with joy, 
 

13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, * 

      they shout and sing together for joy. 
 

SECOND READING 

Lara Barbara 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome: 

 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 

to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 

the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 

set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason, the mind that is set on the flesh is 
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hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 

 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

A brief silence follows. 

 

CANTICLE: A SONG OF CREATION 

Mike Cheever  
 

Please join me in praying A Song of Creation by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

In the high vault of heaven, glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains 

and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 

O whales and all that move in the waters. 
 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 

and all you flocks and herds. 
 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
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Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

Let us glorify the Lord: Creator, Redeemer and Sanctified Spirit; * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 
 

In the high vault of heaven, glorify the Lord, * 

sing praise and give honor for ever. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Duane Gomer 
 

A Reading from Matthew’s Gospel: 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that 

he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 

fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 

they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But 

when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other 

seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 

listen!” 
 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 

sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 

when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 

yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

REFLECTION BY REV. KAREN 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

Lord, Grant Us Your Peace 

Carlton Young 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

The people of God profess together 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Rev. Karen The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Rev. Karen Let us pray. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The people of God pray together 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES 

Jamie DeVries leads 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Please enter your prayers in the "Chat" function of the app and we shall pray with 

you for your needs and gratitude. 
 

HYMN 

Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word 

Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Rev. Karen 
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O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they 

may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR JOY IN GOD'S CREATION 

Rev. Christopher 

 

O God in highest heaven, you have filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your 

gracious hand in all your beautiful works; that, rejoicing in all of your creation, we may learn to 

serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR AGRICULTURE 

Rev. Karen 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so that it might produce what is 

needed for life: Bless those who work in the fields; give us seasonable weather; and grant that 

we may all share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your goodness; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Rev. Christopher 
 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your 

creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer 

from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your 

bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Rev. Karen leads the People of God in praying 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Karen  Let us bless the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

Rev. Karen 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 

Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

VIRTUAL EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 

 

If you wish to share peace with one another, feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to  

be heard among your brothers and sisters. 

 


