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OPENING SENTENCE 

Rev. Karen 
 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to 

your dwelling. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Rev. Karen says to God’s people 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

The People of God say together 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Rev. Karen alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

 

 



VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Karen O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 

People  And your glory all the day long. 

 

The People of God pray together  
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON  

Proclaimed by Bob Hayden 
 

Day by day we bless you; we praise your name for ever. 

 

INVITATORY 

Duane Gomer 
 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

O God, be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 
 

Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

 

ANTIPHON  

Proclaimed by Bob Hayden 
 

Day by day we bless you; we praise your name for ever. 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136  

Jon Achée 
 

Please join me in praying the Psalm by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

 129Your decrees are wonderful; * 

   therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 

 130When your word goes forth it gives light; * 

   it gives understanding to the simple. 

 

 131I open my mouth and pant; * 

   I long for your commandments. 

 

 132Turn to me in mercy, * 

   as you always do to those who love your Name. 

 

 133Steady my footsteps in your word; * 

   let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 

 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 

   and I will keep your commandments. 

 

 135Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 

   and teach me your statutes. 

 

 136My eyes shed streams of tears, * 

   because people do not keep your law. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

Faith Goldman 
 

A Reading from the First Book of Kings: 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 

should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 

my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 



have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made 

your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 

how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 

chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 

for who can govern this your great people?” 

 

  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 

have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 

word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no 

one like you shall arise after you.” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

FIRST CANTICLE: A Song of Our True Nature 

Linda Stones 
 

Please join me in praying A Song of Our True Nature by joining together after the 

asterisk. 
 

Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

our trespasses and our humiliations. 
 

Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 

his blessed wisdom and love. 
 

He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 

he raises us in spirit and turns everything to glory and joy without ending. 
 

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 

God is the true father and mother of natures. 
 

We are all bound to God by nature, * 

and we are all bound to God by grace. 
 

And this grace is for all the world, * 

because it is our precious mother, Christ. 
 

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation. 

 



SECOND READING 

Steve Green 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome: 
 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what 

is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 

he justified he also glorified. 

 

  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 

is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  

 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND CANTICLE: A Song of Our Adoption 

Bob Hayden 
 

Please join me in praying A Song of Adoption by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

Blessed are you, loving God, * 

for you have blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 



 

 

Before the world was made, you chose us to be yours in Christ, * 

that we should be holy and blameless before you. 
 

You destined us for adoption as your children through Jesus Christ, * 

according to the good pleasure of your will, 
 

To the praise of your glorious grace, * 

that you have freely given us in the Beloved. 
 

In you, we have redemption through the blood of Christ,* 

the forgiveness of our sins, 
 

According to the riches of your grace * 

which you have lavished upon us. 
 

You have made known to us, in all wisdom and insight, * 

the mystery of your will, 
 

According to your good pleasure which you set forth in Christ, * 

as a plan for the fullness of time, 
 

To gather together all things in Christ, * 

things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Jon Achée 
 

A Reading from Matthew: 
 

31Another parable Jesus put before the crowds: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 

nests in its branches.” 

 

  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 

  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 



 

  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 

threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 

evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

 

  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 

who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION BY THE REV. KAREN 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  

Lead, Kindly Light  

Philip Paluszak 

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

The People of God profess together 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Rev. Karen The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Rev. Karen Let us pray. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The People of God pray together 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES  

Duane Gomer leads 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 



R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Please enter your prayers in the "Chat" function of the app and we shall pray with 

you for your needs and gratitude. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Rev. Karen 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 

through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR SUNDAY 

Linda Stones 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son 

our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may 

be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR GRACE 

Steve Green 
 

Almighty and loving God, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your 

mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 

direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION  

Bob Hayden 
 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 

preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 

may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 

flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



HYMN 

Thy Kingdom Come  

St. John’s Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  

Duane Gomer 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Karen  Let us bless the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE  

Rev. Karen 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.  

 

VIRTUAL EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 

 

If you wish to share peace with one another, feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to  

be heard among your brothers and sisters. 

 


