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OPENING SENTENCE  
Rev. Christopher calls out to God in the name of the community gathered, saying 
 

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, calling upon your Name and declaring all your 
wonderful deeds.  
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Rev. Christopher says to the people of God 
 

Trusting in the grace won for us by Jesus, Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

We say together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Rev. Christopher alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN   
Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Christopher O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
People  And your glory all the day long. 
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The People of God pray together 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
ANTIPHON 
Proclaimed by Lara Barbara 
 

God is the Rock of our salvation: O come let us worship. 

 
INVITATORY 
Bob Hayden 

 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise to the Almighty a shout with psalms. 

 

For you are a great God, * 
you are great above all gods. 

 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are yours also. 

 

The sea is yours, for you made it, * 
and your hands have molded the dry land. 

 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before God our Maker. 

 
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. * 

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
ANTIPHON 
Proclaimed by Lara Barbara 
 

God is the Rock of our salvation: O come let us worship. 
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PSALM 63 
Loreen Guilford 

 

Please pray Psalm 63 with me, responding with one voice after the asterisk. 
 
1O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you * 

 my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 
2So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary; * 

beholding your power and glory. 
 

3Because your steadfast love is better than life,* 
my lips will praise you. 

 

4So I will bless you as long as I live;* 
I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
 

5My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, * 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 

 
6when I think of you on my bed,* 

and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
 
7for you have been my help,* 

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 
 

8My soul clings to you; * 
your right hand upholds me. 
 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
THE LESSONS 
 
READING 
Andy Guilford 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel: 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”?  
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“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that 
all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die. 
 
Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 
Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is 
lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of 
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
 
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,” says the Lord 
GOD. “Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast 
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone,” says the Lord GOD. “Turn, then, and live.” 
  
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
CANTICLE: The Song of the Redeemed 
Stephen Green 
 

Please join me in praying The Song of the Redeemed by joining together after the asterisk 
 

O ruler of the universe, Gracious God, great deeds are they that you have done, * 
surpassing human understanding. 

 

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
O Ruler of all the ages. 

 

Who can fail to do you homage, great God, and sing the praises of your Name? * 
for you only are the Holy One. 

 

All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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READING 
Mike Cheever 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi: 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
  
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE: A Song of Christ’s Humility 
Lara Barbara 
 

Please join me in praying A Song of Christ’s Humility by joining together after the asterisk 
 
Though in the form of God, *  

Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
 

But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
and was born in human likeness.  

 

Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

 

Therefore, God has highly exalted him *  
and given him the name above every name,  

 

That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

 

And every tongue confess to the glory of God the Father * 
that Jesus Christ is Lord! 

 
THE GOSPEL 
Bob Hayden 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John  
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came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 
believe him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

REFLECTION BY REV. CHRISTOPHER 
 
BAPTISM 
Baptism of Aiden Nicholas Bollens 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
Thy Perfect Love 
John Rutter 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Rev. Christopher The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Rev. Christopher Let us pray. 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
The People of God pray together 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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SUFFRAGES 
Loreen Guilford leads 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
 

PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Please enter your prayers in the “Chat” function of the app and 
 we shall pray with you for your needs and thanksgivings. 

 
 

COLLECTS  
Rev. Christopher 
 

God of strange authority, whose questions challenge the powers of this world: teach us to look 
beyond appearance, to see your kingly rule emptying itself in cross-stretched arms, through Jesus 
Christ, the humble Servant, who lives with you and us, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND COLLECT  
Rev. Karen 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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COLLECTS FOR AIDEN 
Martella Family  
 

Heavenly Father, in your love you have called us to know you, led us to trust you, and bound our 
life with yours. On this, the day after his baptism, surround Aiden with your love, protect him 
from all snares of self-centeredness. Fill him with your Holy Spirit and receive him into the 
family of your church, that he may walk with us in the way of Christ, and grow in the knowledge 
of your love. Amen. 
 
Pauline Afrasiabi, R.N. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of the sheep, you gather the lambs in your arms and carry 
them in your bosom: We commend to your loving care this child, Aiden. Relieve his pain, guard 
him from all danger, restore to him your gifts of gladness and strength, and raise him up to a life 
of service to you. Hear us, we pray, for your dear Name’s sake. Amen. 
 
Dee Germond, R.N. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Creator, graciously comfort your servant Aiden and ease his 
suffering. Bless the means we have made for his cure. Give keen sight to his surgeons and 
wisdom to his nurses. Fill his heart with confidence that, though at times he may be afraid, he yet 
may put his trust in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR MISSION 
Andy Guilford 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN   
Lord, We Have Come at Our Own Invitation 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING  
The People of God pray together 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
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and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
The People of God pray together 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Christopher Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
Rev. Christopher 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 
 

If you wish to share peace with one another, 
 feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to be heard among your brothers and sisters. 


