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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Rev. Karen  
 

Please respond as one, after the asterisk 
 

Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. * 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself. * 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. * 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

Turn to God’s ways and believe in the Good News. * 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Rev. Christopher says to God’s People 
 

Let us confess our sins to God, and our hunger for God’s grace. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Priest and People say together 
 

God of Preparation,  

You have been preparing for us  

since before the world began.  

We confess that our shortsightedness means that we often miss you at work  

in our world and in our lives.  

We focus on things that are fleeting, that slip through our grasp,  

instead of grounding ourselves in your intentions for us:  

to love one another and to care for the earth you made.  

In this season of preparation, as we prepare for a new encounter with Christ,  

help us not to lose sight of what you have prepared for us:  

a new heaven and earth, a new life that begins now.  

In the name of the One who came in the flesh, and who is coming again to live with us with 

healing and reconciliation, we pray. 
 

Rev. Christopher alone says 
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Almighty God has mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

has strengthened you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you in eternal 

life. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

Prepare the Way, O Zion  

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch  

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

 

VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Christopher Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

The People of God pray together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON  

Courtney Taylor 
 

Our God and Savior now draws near: O come let us worship. 

 

INVITATORY 

Duane Gomer 
 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *  

and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
 

For you are a great God; *  

you are great above all gods.  
 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
 

The sea is yours, for you made it, *  

and your hands have molded the dry land.  
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Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
 

For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 

ANTIPHON 

Courtney Taylor 
 

Our God and Savior now draws near: O come let us worship. 

 

THE LESSONS 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES 

Carol Berger 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah: 

 “Comfort, O comfort my people,” 

  says your God. 

 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

  and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, 

  that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from Yahweh’s hand 

  double for all her sins.” 

 

 A voice cries out: 

 “In the wilderness prepare the way of Yahweh, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

  and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

  and the rough places a plain. 

 Then the glory of Yahweh shall be revealed, 

  and all people shall see it together, 

  for the mouth of God has spoken.” 

 

 A voice says, “Cry out!” 

  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 All people are grass, 

  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
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 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

  when the breath of God blows upon it; 

  surely the people are grass. 

 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

  but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 Get you up to a high mountain, 

  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

 lift up your voice with strength, 

  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

  lift it up, do not fear; 

 say to the cities of Judah, 

  “Here is your God!” 

 See, Yahweh comes with power, 

  and rules with a strong arm! 

 You bring your reward with you 

  and your recompense comes before you. 

 Like a shepherd, you feed your flock; 

  gathering the lambs and holding them close, 

    and leading the mother ewes with gentleness. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

THE PSALM 

Jim Leach 
 

Please pray the Psalm with me, responding with one voice after the asterisk. 
 

1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; * 

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
 

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

  and blotted out all their sins. 
 

8I will listen to what you have to say, Yahweh * 

  a voice that speaks of peace; 
 

Peace for your people and for your friends* 

So long as they do not return to their folly. 
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9Truly, your salvation is very near for those who revere you, * 

  and your glory will dwell in our land. 
 

10Mercy and truth have embraced; * 

  righteousness and peace have kissed. 
 

11Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

12Yahweh will indeed grant prosperity, * 

  and our land will yield its increase. 
 

13Righteousness shall go before you, Yahweh; * 

  and peace shall prepare the way for your steps. 
 

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES 

Scotty King 
 

A Reading from the Second letter of Peter: 
 

     Do not ignore this one fact, beloved: that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. God is not slow in keeping promises, as some think of slowness, 

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of 

our God will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 

elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 

disclosed. 

 

  Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 

leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 

fire? But, in accordance with God’s promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home. 

 

  Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by God at peace, 

without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our God as salvation. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE: A Song of the Spirit 

Courtney Taylor 
 

Please join me in praying A Song of the Spirit by joining together after the asterisk. 
 

“Behold, I am coming soon,” says Yahweh, “and bringing my reward with me, * 

to give to everyone according to their deeds. 
 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, * 

the beginning and the end. 
 

Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life * 

and may enter into the city through the gates. 
 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, * 

with this testimony for all the churches. 
 

I am the root and the offspring of David, * 

I am the bright morning star. 
 

‘Come!’ say the Spirit and the Bride; * 

‘Come!’ let each hearer reply! 
 

‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, * 

let those who desire take the water of life as a gift. 
 

Surely I am coming soon! *’ 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 

Dot Leach 
 

From the beginning of the Gospel of Mark: 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of Yahweh, 

  make the paths straight for our God.’ ” 
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION BY REV. CHRISTOPHER 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come 

Paul Manz 

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch  

 

IN-GATHERING OF PLEDGES 

 

Rev. Christopher With these pledges, do you promise to continue in the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People   I will, with God's help. 
  

Rev. Christopher Do you promise to stay active and intentional with your faith community, 

to resist evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People   I will, with God's help. 
 

Rev. Christopher Will you, along with your pledge, proclaim by word and example the 

Good News of God in Christ? 

People   I will, with God's help. 
 

Rev. Christopher As one body, will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

People   I will, with God's help. 
 

Rev. Christopher Do you consent to applying your pledge to the work of justice and peace 

among all people, and promise to respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People   I will, with God's help. 
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PRAYER FOR IN-GATHERING OF PLEDGES 

Rev. Karen 
 

Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-giving:  

These cards represent our sweat, they represent our lives, they represent our dreams.  
 

The pledges which we make on them are but tokens of the awesome gifts that you give to us and 

they are pledged in thanksgiving for all that we have received: 

for all we have been inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place. 
 

May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have left over,  

so that we may live out as best as possible how you give to us.  
 

These are our offering to you, sacred, and holy, yet earthy, and filled with possibilities.  

May we hold this image in our hearts and our minds so as we fulfill our offerings each week, we 

can see our very selves being part of this offering.  
 

It is us on the table, living sacrifice to you.  

Let the people of God say, “Amen.” 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

SALUTATION  
 

Rev. Christopher The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Rev. Christopher Let us pray. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The People of God pray together 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Rev. Christopher 

In the hushed anticipation of your coming, God of straight paths and leveled valleys, bring your 

people your most gracious comfort and strength to be heralds of glad tidings; that we might be 

ready for your coming and eager to pray: 

 

Scotty King leads 

O God, in days to come, the mountain of your house will be established, and your joy shall reign. 

We pray for the church, especially its leaders, those who face crises of health, and those who 

blaze the path of truth: that you might teach us your ways and that we might walk in your paths. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

… and hear our prayer for this church. 

 

Out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and you, O God, shall judge between the nations. We pray 

for our nation, and all nations, that your peace would be manifest in every corner of the earth. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

… and hear our prayer for peace among all nations. 

 

In your holy Reign, O God of Jesus, wolves lie down with lambs and children play with serpents 

without fear. We pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in distress of any kind, including 

those fighting COVID, those who were evacuated from their homes because of fire, and for those 

who are dying alone; that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle all wrongs. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

… and hear our prayer for healing and wholeness. 

 

In your Reign, O God of Moses, even the wilderness and dry land are glad and rejoice. We pray 

for those who rejoice this week as they celebrate their birthday, especially Steve, Cameron, 

Catie, and Barbara; that they might obtain joy and gladness in their vocation, and that sorrow and 

sighing might flee away. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

… and hear our prayer for strength and blessings over the years. 

 

In the fulness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of our sister Mary; and his name was 

Emmanuel, God With Us. We thank you for your Presence with us, and we pray for those whom 

we love but see no longer, that we find peace in their freedom. 

Come Lord Jesus,  

… and hear our prayer for those who have died. 
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PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

Please enter your prayers in the “Chat” function of the app and 

 we shall pray with you for your needs and thanksgivings. 

 

 

Scotty King leads 

O Christ, hear our prayers; and when you come among us baptizing as with fire, may we, your 

Church, be ready to seek and serve you in all people, giving dignity to all your children.  

Come Lord Jesus.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECTS 
 

Rev. Christopher 

God of the wastelands, 

Whose Gospel begins with a cry and a summons: 

Take us to a pathless place where we can start again: 

To taste creation’s gifts anew and await the Spirit’s touch; 

Through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. Amen.  

 

Rev. Karen 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 

for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 

with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Courtney Taylor 

Eternal God, we thank you that in Christ you give yourself into our hands. May we who have 

tasted the freedom of being your children, proclaim the coming feast – when many will come 

from east and west, from north and south, to greet the Creator of all. We ask this in the name 

One who is with us, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Carol Berger  

Your reign is always coming, Jesus, slipping into our lives quietly like a thief, and subverting our 

comfortable self-interest; and, even though we know we should be watching we miss it too easily 

and too often. But, then when we remember, when we set our hearts to see, and our eyes to 

search, we begin to recognize the signs, the unexpected evidence of your glory in our ordinary, 

everyday existence. And so, we praise you for the Reign of God that constantly breaks into the  
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world of women and men, that always opens us to the new, the possible, the eternal, the yes. And 

we praise you for the capacity to watch, to see it coming, to recognize it is advent, even though 

sometimes watching is the last thing we want to do. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION  
 

Jim Leach  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

 

Dot Leach     In the beginning was the Word— 

spoken and breathed, a promise made and kept. 

 

People  Speak it loud and clear— 

God’s promise is true! 

 

Dot Leach     The Word was in the beginning, 

and through him all things come into being. 

 

People      Eternal and near at hand, 

Already and not-yet, God’s promise is the foundation of all life. 

 

Dot Leach      Do not hold back! 

Speak out, giving voice to God’s peace that passes all understanding. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

The People of God pray together 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
 

Rev. Christopher Let us bless the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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CONCLUDING SENTENCE  

Rev. Christopher  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 

 

EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 
 

If you wish to share peace with one another, 

 feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to be heard among your brothers and sisters. 
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