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OPENING SENTENCE  
 

Rev. Karen proclaims: 
 

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the nations, and in every 
place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure offering:  
for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.  
 
LITANY OF PENITENCE 
 

Rev. Karen Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

 

Rev. Christopher  We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
 

People   Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

Rev. Karen  We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved 
your Holy Spirit. 

 

People  Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

Rev. Christopher  We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness:  
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 

 

People   We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Rev. Karen  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways,  
and our exploitation of other people, 

 

People  We confess to you, Lord. 
 
 
Rev. Christopher  Our anger at our own frustration,  

and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
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People We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Rev. Karen  Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts,  
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

 

People We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Rev. Christopher  Our negligence in prayer and worship,  
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

 

People We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Rev. Karen  Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 
for our blindness to human need and suffering,  
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

 

People Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Rev. Christopher  For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those 
who differ from us, 

 

People Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Rev. Karen  For our waste and pollution of your creation,  
and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

 

People Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Rev. Christopher  Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
 

People   Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
 

Rev. Karen   Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
 

People   That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

Rev. Christopher  By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
 

People   Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
 
Rev. Karen Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

desires not the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn 
from their wickedness and live, has given power and 
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commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to 
his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of 
their sins. He pardons and absolves all those who truly 
repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 

 
Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his 
Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on 
this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy, so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN 
Deck Thyself, My Soul with Gladness 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch  
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Karen  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

The People of God pray together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
ANTIPHON 
 

Andy Guilford  Christ has shown forth his glory:  
People      O come let us worship. 

 
INVITATORY  
Loreen Guilford 
 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
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O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
 

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * 
that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * 
my lips shall give you praise. 
 

So will I bless you as long as I live * 
and lift up my hands in your Name. 
 

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 

When I remember you upon my bed, * 
and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 

For you have been my helper, * 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 

My soul clings to you; * 
your right hand holds me fast. 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

Andy Guilford  Christ has shown forth his glory:  
People      O come let us worship. 
 
PSALM: 72.1-7, 10-14 
Kelly Bass 
 

Please pray a portion of Psalm 72 with me, responding with one voice after the asterisk. 
 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
 and your righteousness to the King's son; 
 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
 and the poor with justice. 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
 and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *  
 he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
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5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
 from one generation to another.  
 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
 like showers that water the earth.  
 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *  
 there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.  
 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
 and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  
 
11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
 and all the nations do him service.  
 
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
 and the oppressed who has no helper.  
 
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
 he shall preserve the lives of the needy.  
 
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
 and dear shall their blood be in his sight.  
 

    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE LESSONS 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURES 
Steve Green 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah: 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
CANTICLE: A Song of Pilgrimage 
Scotty King 
 

Please join me in praying A Song of Pilgrimage by responding as one after the asterisk. 
 

Even when young, I prayed for wisdom’s grace;* 
 In temple courts I sought her day and night, 
 

And I will seek her to the very end;* 
 she is my heart’s delight. 
 

My foot has firmly walked the path of truth;* 
 With diligence, I followed her design. 
 

My ear was open to receive her words;* 
 Now wisdom’s skill is mine. 
 

Glory to one who gives me wisdom’s prize; * 
 I vowed to live according to her way. 
 

She gave me courage from the very start;* 
 She will not let me stray. 
 

Something within my being has been stirred;* 
 My seeking brought a gift beyond compare: 
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The gift of language loosed my halting tongue;* 
 God’s praise is now my prayer. 

 
CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES 
Andy Guilford 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus: 
 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through 
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 
Loreen Guilford 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
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for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Silence may follow. 

 
REFLECTION BY REV. KAREN 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
Howard Helvey 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

The People of God say together 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
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    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
SALUTATION  
 

Rev. Karen The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Rev. Karen Let us pray. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
The People of God pray together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

 

Please enter your prayers in the “Chat” function of the app and 
 we shall pray with you for your needs and thanksgivings. 

 
COLLECTS 
 
Rev. Karen 
Shepherd of Israel 
and Light of all Nations, 
made known in the gifts 
of those who call to other names 
and walk on different ways: 
may unjust powers and the hatred within us 
be dismayed by your friendship 
and dethroned by your love; 
through Jesus Christ, the open arms of grace. 
Amen. 

 
Kelly Bass 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead 
us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
Scotty King 
Great and wonderful God, we seek you. 
We look for you. We long for you. 
We come and offer our lives, our love, our hopes to you. 
God, richer than all we have to offer, we offer you our worship. 
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We give thanks for the offering of gifts and pray for all  
who give their lives in adoration. 
We pray for the people of St. John's, for our leaders, our Bishops, John and Diane, 
and for all who bow in quiet adoration.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR MISSION 
Steve Green 
 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN   
Shall We Gather at the River 
St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
 

Andy Guilford 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Karen       Let us bless the Lord. 
People             Thanks be to God. 

 
 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE  
 
Rev. Karen 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  

 
EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE  
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If you wish to share peace with one another, 
feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to be heard among your brothers and sisters.  
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