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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM EPISCOPAL CHURCH! 
  

VISION 
Thriving as a grateful, open and affirming community of worship and learning;  

where love and welcome move us toward God’s reign by emulating Christ so hunger, isolation, and fear are no more.  
  

MISSION 
Inspired by Christ and empowered by the Spirit, the people of St. John’s:    

  

 Love God 

 Love our Neighbors… ALL of them 

 Gather and grow together as a spiritual, educational, and inclusive community 

 Rely on scripture, embrace tradition, and practice prayerful reflection 

 Exercise responsible stewardship of God’s gifts and resources 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCE 

Rev. Christopher reminds us of our holy calling. 
 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Rev. Christopher  God, you call each of us to serve you, to celebrate that we are marvelously 

made, and we answer, 

People “Here I am!” 
 

Rev. Christopher  Jesus, you call each of us to follow you, to free the oppressed, to bring 

food to the hungry, and we answer, 

People “Here I am!” 
 

Rev. Christopher  Holy Spirit, you call each of us to worship you this day, to love ourselves 

and our neighbor and we answer, 

People “Here I am!” 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Rev. Christopher says to God’s people 
 

Trusting in God’s endless love for us, we confess our need for God’s grace. 

 

Silence may be kept. 
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Priest and People say together 
 

God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Rev. Christopher alone says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN   

All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King divine 

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

 

VERSICLE  

Rev. Christopher Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

The People of God pray together 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON 

Pauline Afrasiabi 
 

Christ has shown forth his glory: O come let us worship. 
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INVITATORY 

Bob Hayden 
 

Please join me in the Invitatory by praying together after the asterisk 
 

Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore let us keep the feast, 
 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

death no longer has dominion over him. 
 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 

For since by a man came death, * 

by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
 

For as in Adam all die, * 

so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 

ANTIPHON 

Pauline Afrasiabi 
 

Christ has shown forth his glory: O come let us worship. 

 

THE LESSONS 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES 

Faith Goldman 
 

A Reading from the First book of Samuel: 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 
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At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 

in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 

the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, 

“Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; 

lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 

went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 

down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 

said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 

Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for 

your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 

something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have 

told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 

that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was 

afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here 

I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you 

and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good 

to him.” 
 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all 

Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 139: 1-5, 12-17 

Jim Leach 
 

Please pray this portion of Psalm 139 with me, responding with one voice after the asterisk. 
 

 1LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

    you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
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 2You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 

 3Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

    but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
 

 4You press upon me behind and before * 

    and lay your hand upon me. 
 

 5Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

    it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 

 12For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 

 13I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

    your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 

 14My body was not hidden from you, * 

    while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
  

       15Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your  

        book; * 

      they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 
 

 16How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

            how great is the sum of them! 
 

 17If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

      to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
 

       Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES 

Pauline Afrasiabi 
 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth: 
 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 

but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.  
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Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members 

of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is 

united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.”  
 

But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a 

person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not 

know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and 

that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 

body. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL OF CHRIST 

Dot Leach 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John: 
 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 

Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 

him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 

truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know 

me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And 

he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God  

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

Gospeler The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

REFLECTION BY REV. CHRISTOPHER 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

Take My life, and Let it Be  

Frederick Chatfield  

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 
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THE NICENE CREED 

The People of God pray together 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Rev. Christopher  God be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Rev. Christopher  Let us pray. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The People of God pray together 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES 

Jim Leach leads 
 

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

V. Look upon your congregation; 

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples. 

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
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PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

 

Please enter your prayers in the “Chat” function of the app and 

 we shall pray with you for your needs and thanksgivings. 

 

COLLECTS 
 

Bob Hayden 

God of the Prophets, stir in us your prophetic voice. Manifest yourself in the gifts you give us. 

Help us to be prophetic teachers, leaders, caretakers, artists and inventors. Be with us in our 

prophetic acts in our workplaces when we witness injustice. May we be prophetic in all of our 

works, and may our work empower us to do the work of reconciliation and healing. Help us live 

prophetically as we proclaim your Good News to the oppressed, bind up the brokenhearted, and 

proclaim release to the captives, as our brothers Isaiah and Jesus spoke long ago. Stir in us, O 

God, that we might live out your call to love, to act justly, invoke mercy, and to make peace. We 

make this prayer in the name of our great teacher and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

Pauline Afrasiabi 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, 

that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dot Leach 

God of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel,  

God of Deborah and Anna,  

God of all our prophets:  

on this day, we honor the legacy of Dr. King, who witnessed prophetically to your radical, 

inclusive love. Help us carry the call to justice beyond this Sunday and into our daily lives. Help 

us to have courage like Dr. King, to stand with the oppressed, to lift up the poor, to live into 

God’s peace demonstrated by Jesus our Christ. Give us the strength to build with you a better 

future for all our children. May we be challenged by this call, by the example of Dr. King, to live 

into Christ’s ways of love, justice, and peace. Amen. 

 

Bob Hayden 

O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was suffering shame and death: 

Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of conscience; when they are accused, save them 

from speaking in hate; when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; when they are 

imprisoned, save them from despair; and to us your servants, give grace to respect their witness 

and to discern the truth, that our society may be cleansed and strengthened. This we ask for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our merciful and righteous Judge. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR MISSION  

Jim Leach 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 

members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 

serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

What Wondrous Love is This? 

St. John's Episcopal Church Choir Leads and Dr. Johannes Stosch 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  

Pauline Afrasiabi 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING VERSICLE  
 

Rev. Christopher  Let us bless the Lord. 

People             Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCES  

Rev. Christopher 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 

 

 

EXCHANGE OF GOD’S PEACE 

 

If you wish to share peace with one another, 

 feel free to ‘unmute’ yourself in order to be heard among your brothers and sisters. 
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