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Vision / Mission Statement

VISION
We are thriving as a grateful, open and affirming community of worship and learning;

where love and welcome move us toward God’s reign by emulating Christ so hunger, isolation, and fear are no more.

MISSION
Inspired by Christ and empowered by the Spirit, the people of St. John’s:  

~ Love God
~ Love our Neighbors… ALL of them

~ Gather and grow together as a spiritual, educational, and inclusive community
~ Rely on scripture, embrace tradition, and practice prayerful reflection

~ Exercise responsible stewardship of God’s gifts and resources 

Welcome
This packet contains the information you’ll need to vote online for our new members of the 
Bishop’s Committee at our virtual annual meeting on Sunday, January 31. At the end of this document 
you’ll find the candidate statements of our five nominees.

Here you’ll also find the minutes from our annual meeting held in January 2020; please review 
the minutes — a vote will be taken on January 31 to approve them. 

Eligibility to Vote ~ Diocesan Canon 2.06, effective January 1, 2016
The following shall be qualified Electors: Any person sixteen years of age or over, attendant upon 
the services of the Mission, who for the previous twelve (12) months shall have been registered upon 
the Mission register as a baptized communicant in good standing of that Mission; the list of qualified 
electors shall be published by the Bishop’s Committee no less than thirty (30) days prior to any special 
or annual meeting of the Mission.

NOTE: If you have a question about your eligibility to vote please contact Church Administrator 
Cindy Drennan, cdrennan@stjohns-es.org

Happy reading!
 







Meet Your Candidates

Gary Graves
I am a retired Marine Corps Colonel and American 
Airlines captain. I have been married for nearly 48 years, 
and have twin daughters, twin granddaughters, and a 
grandson. An Episcopalian my entire adult life, I have 
been a St. John’s member for 10 years. I have worked to 
advance Cursillo in the Episcopal Church. I am currently 
serving a vacancy on the Bishop’s Committee and am 
excited to continue serving St. John’s Church.

• Should Gary be elected he will serve out the rest of BJ 
Sullivan’s term (which expires January 31, 2022)

Steve Green
My wife Cathy and I joined the St. John’s family 
in 2016. Since then we have enjoyed participating 
in the Caregivers support group, Bible Study, 
The Longest Night (the annual remembrance of 
homeless children, women, and men who have 
died on Orange County streets), and other church 
activities. I occasionally have the opportunity to 
play violin with the choir, and Cathy and I are in our 
fourth year of Education for Ministry — EFM.  It 
has been a privilege to serve you since mid-2019 as 
a replacement member on the Bishop’s Committee 
and I would be honored to continue serving a full 
term for the community of the faithful. 

• Steve Green has fulfilled Eleanor Salvanera’s unexpired term (which expires January 
31, 2021), which means he can be elected to his first full term this year.



Jim Leach
I have enjoyed my service on the Bishop’s Committee 
and I’m delighted to have an opportunity to serve for 
another term. I’ve served for the past year as your 
People’s Warden and I look forward to continuing and 
expanding that role if re-elected. I also served as Head 
Usher until our in-person services were temporarily 
suspended due to the pandemic. St. John’s is a special 
place and it has been my honor to be able to serve.

• Jim Leach, who’s first term expires January 31, 2021, is 
eligible to be elected for a second term.

Bill Mecklenburg
I have been part of the St. John’s community since 
2009 when our daughter, Morgan, enrolled in St. 
John’s pre-school. My wife, Christine Condino-
Mecklenburg, and I are the proud parents of Morgan 
and Tatiane, and we are anxiously awaiting the birth 
of our first grandson in January. At St. John’s I  serve 
as an usher. In my work life I am the President of 
Preferred Concepts, Inc., a Program Administrator 
with a focus on commercial real estate insurance. I’m 
also the President of SES Risk Solutions, the leading 
provider of technology-driven insurance solutions for 
portfolios of single family residential rental properties 
and properties held in trust by financial institutions. I 
also serve on the boards of the Children’s Craniofacial Association, and The Redwoods 
Group Foundation. I previously served on the board of the Orange County United Way. I 
graduated from the University of California, Berkeley.

• Bill Mecklenburg will fill Hugh Cook’s term which expires January 2022 and he can 
then be elected to serve his first full term.



Gloria Sefton
I have been attending St. John’s Church since the early 
1990s, when church services were held in a trailer 
in the front parking lot. I’ve seen St. John’s grow 
into the vibrant, community-serving church that it 
is today. Over the years, I have participated in many 
ministries at St. John’s – as a member of the choir, the 
teller ministry, and the greeter ministry. With others, 
I established the “Green Team” at St. John’s and 
introduced the weekly green tips and green initiatives. 
Through the years, I have built enduring personal 
relationships at St. John’s, both in the church and the 
school, as both of my children attended St. John’s 
School from preschool through 8th grade. Because of 
this longstanding connection with St. John’s, I will 
be able to bring a broad perspective of the church’s 
mission, along with knowledge of the traditions at St. John’s. In my “non-church” life, 
I am Vice President, General Counsel of a medical device company, and I also serve as 
Vice President of a non-profit organization involved in conservation activities in Orange 
County. I was honored to be asked to serve on the Bishop’s Committee in Fall 2020 to 
fill a vacant position, and I would be honored to have your vote to continue to serve as an 
elected member.

• Gloria Sefton has fulfilled Andy Guilford’s unexpired term (which expires January 31, 
2021), which means she can be elected to her first full term this year)


