
 

 

The Sunday of the Passion: PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 10 — 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist with Passion Narrative 

Palm Sunday is the Church’s day of paradox, of evil intruding on light, of joyous celebration and then ultimate loss.  
We begin by memorializing Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem — when he rode in on a donkey while people threw 
palm branches at his feet and shouted their “Hosannas.” Our worship begins outside, in the courtyard near the  
fountain. At the 10 a.m. service come prepared to march into church with the children and choir and wave your palms. 
Darkness falls all too soon. The service includes an enactment of the gospel story of Jesus’s Passion, the entry point for 
Holy Week, by the children of St. John’s Church and School. Childcare is available at both services. The 8 a.m. service is 
in-person only. The 10 a.m. service will be available on ZOOM. 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 14 — 5:30 p.m. 

Community Meal, Eucharist, and Stripping of the Altar 
On Maundy Thursday the Community of St. John’s gathers to remember the mandate given us by Jesus at the Last  
Supper. This year, we meet on the Learning Commons Courtyard to share a sacred meal of lamb or chicken, vegetables, 
fruit, bread, and wine or sparkling cider. The service of Holy Communion is included along with a solemn stripping of 
the altar, reminiscent of preparing Jesus’ body for burial. The Maundy Thursday event begins at 5:30 p.m. and will  
progress until at least 8 p.m. We are NOT in a hurry to get it done, but rather we are excited to spend this time  
together. Register online for the meal by visiting the church’s website, www.stjohnsrsm.org. Childcare is not available, 
children are welcome to attend with their parent(s). This event is in-person only. A freewill offering of $25 per adult is 
suggested. 

All-Night Prayer Vigil 
Thursday, April 14 — Begins about 8 p.m. [at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service] 

Concludes noon, Good Friday, April 15 
The prayer vigil begins at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service, continues through the night, and concludes 
on Good Friday at noon. Those who have signed up take turns spending an hour in quiet meditation and prayer,  
keeping vigil with our Lord. The inspiration for the vigil is from the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, when, in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, Jesus asks the sleeping disciples, “Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray. . .” (Mark 14:38). An 
hour may be kept by one or more persons. Sign up online by visiting the church’s website, www.stjohnsrsm.org.  
Childcare is not available during the vigil. 

Good Friday 
Friday, April 15 — Noon—3 p.m. 
Self-Guided Stations of the Cross  

Good Friday between noon and 3 p.m. is an opportunity to walk the Stations of the Cross in solitude or with a group of 
friends or family, taking as much time as you need at each station. Enter the church, pick up one of the Stations of the 
Cross booklets (or bring your own), and begin your journey. Childcare is not available however children are welcome to 
walk the Stations of the Cross with their parent(s) or other adult. 

5:30 p.m. 
Service of Prayer and Veneration 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., we hear scripture passages of God’s promises, meditations by community members, and then 
hear again the moving story of the crucifixion of Jesus. The cross will be the focus of our evening prayers and  
adoration. With plenty of time for prayer and reflection, this service will last about one hour. Childcare is not available. 
This service is in-person only. 
 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 
1 Peter 2:24 



 

 

Holy Saturday 
Saturday, April 16 at 5 p.m. 

The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Eucharist 
This ancient liturgy is the first service of Easter. The service ends the season of Lent and begins the joy of the Easter  
season. We listen to our history of redemption from scripture lessons. With the Easter acclamation, we proclaim the  
Resurrection of Jesus and celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. Childcare is not available at this service. All children are 
welcome to attend and participate. This service will be available on ZOOM. 
 

The Sunday of the Resurrection: EASTER DAY 
 

 

Sunday, April 17 at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Festive Holy Eucharist 

The great day of Easter is a mighty victory celebration and the bedrock foundation of the Christian faith. Join us for the 
joyous celebration of Christ’s victory over death and of our new life in Christ! Glorious music resounds at both services. 
Joining our choir will be the brass quintet comprised of two trumpets, horn, trombone, and tuba from the Bob Cole  
Conservatory of Music at Cal State Long Beach. All children are welcome to join their parent(s) in church at both services. 
Nursery care is available for ages three and under during both services. The 8 a.m. service is in-person only. The 10 a.m.  
service will be available on ZOOM. 
 
So that you may take the blessing of Easter home with you to your Easter table, we invite you to bring to Easter Day 
worship three items: 
 
1. A food or beverage item you will have at the table later in the day. Clergy will pray a blessing over your items, e.g., 

rolls, a covered vegetable plate, and sealed beverages like sparkling cider, wine, or soft drinks. When you enter the 
church, bring your item to the entrance of the altar area and place it on one side of the flowering cross. You will be  

 invited to retrieve your item before the end of the service. 
 
2.  Flowers to dress the flowering cross. This is a wonderful tradition — especially for our children. This year we will add 
 our flowers to the cross during the Easter service. If you are in need, extra flowers will be available in a container at 
 the foot of the cross. After the service, the flowering cross can be a great backdrop for your family Easter photos! 
 
3.  Bells to ring during the singing of the Gloria. 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Following the 10 a.m. service 

All children are invited to join in the Easter Egg Hunt. We’ll gather on the courtyard immediately following the  
conclusion of the 10 a.m. worship service. Parents — no need to bring anything, just the kids!  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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