
 
May 25, 2022 
  
Dear St. John’s Community, 
  
Today we all mourn the loss of life yesterday in Texas and pray for those who lost their lives 
and for peace and comfort for their grieving families. We pray also for the wisdom to solve 
the gun violence that besets our nation. Our teachers and counselor have been available 
today to comfort our students.  
  
Please know that safety and security for all on our campus remain our highest priority. Even 
though we understand that failsafe security is not possible, there are things that we 
currently do and will enhance in the future to provide security. From my long experience 
working in four schools, I have learned that the best security is a tightknit community in 
which we know our students and their families well, and we know who belongs on 
our campus. We also have periodic risk assessments performed and train all faculty and 
staff annually. 
  
We are blessed to be located in one of the very safest cities of its size in the country. 
Similarly, we are fortunate that our school is tucked away rather than being located on a 
thoroughfare. In our history, we have been locked down only once owing to a mountain lion 
sighting. 
  
Even though we are grateful for our peaceful, secure history, we are not complacent. In 
addition to risk assessment and training, we use cameras to monitor our campus. We are 
also immediately establishing a security crisis team to review our practices on a regular, 
ongoing basis. Additionally, we are assessing the feasibility of additional personnel and 
enhanced perimeter security. 
  
At the moment, the most important thing we can do is to offer love and comfort to our 
families and thank God for our blessings. I am sure that many will have lingering concerns. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 
  
Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Michael Pratt 
Interim Head of School 
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